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Bass Management Plan

*Plan components
*Public input
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Plan Contents

e Scope and Purpose

e Bass Life History

* Background and history of black bass management

* Recent Use of Regulations

* Trends and Current Status of Black bass in Wisconsin
e Statewide and Regional Topics of Interest

* Destination fisheries

* Tournaments and Registrations

* Tribal Interests in Black Bass Management

* Black Bass Community Interactions
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Plan Contents continued

* Management Plan Development Process and Public Input

 STATEWIDE BLACK BASS MANAGEMENT GOALS

 BLACK BASS MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES, STRATEGIES, AND ACTION ITEMS
* Protecting and improving black bass habitat

* Regulating fishing mortality with angling regulations

* Population manipulation through liberal regulations

* Assessing black bass populations

* Managing black bass populations through propagation

* Engaging and informing anglers

* Managing black bass based using sound science

* Future needs and areas of research for black bass management

* Protecting habitat, managing size structure, diversity of fishing opportunities
* Risks/opportunities
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Black Bass Community Interactions

* Bass and Walleye Interactions
* Largemouth Bass and Panfish Interactions
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Population manipulation through liberal regulations

North American Journal of Fishenes Management

 Largemouth bass 1

numbers were reduced S S
* Largemouth bass size >
structure increased o ..
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Public feedback is important!

e General questions, how much do you fish? What species do you
fish for? Rate the quality of your fishing experiences.

* When fishing for bass in what area of the state do you fish?
 What do you consider to be “quality” size and “trophy” size bass?

* If you harvest bass how many do you usually keep and of what
Size?

* Do you use technology to fish and what do you think about the use
of technology?

* What do you think are threats to bass fishing?
 What do you think about the regulations on bass?
e Bass tournament suite of questions.
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Timeline for updated Bass Management
Plan

e Bass team currently working on draft plan and public feedback tool

e Fall 2026 send out survey to random list of license holders and
online link to anyone who would like to provide feedback

* Winter 2026/2027 hold public meetings, locations yet to be
determined

« Summer and fall of 2027 Bass team incorporates public comments
Into plan

* Winter 2027/2028 draft plan for public review then to internal
approval and eventually NRB adoption
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Scott Toshner

Or search GovDelivery on WDNR website



mailto:Scott.Toshner@wisconsin.gov
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDNR/subscriber/new?topic_id=WIDNR_40
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDNR/subscriber/new?topic_id=WIDNR_40

	Slide 1: Bass Management in Wisconsin:  Updating the WI Bass Management Plan
	Slide 2: Bass Management Plan 
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Plan Contents
	Slide 5: Plan Contents continued
	Slide 6: Black Bass Community Interactions  
	Slide 7: Population manipulation through liberal regulations  
	Slide 8: Public feedback is important!
	Slide 9: Timeline for updated Bass Management Plan
	Slide 10: Scott Toshner

