ABSTRACT

PRICE, Roxanne M. Rape myth acceptance among
a population of college students. M.S. in
Health Education, 1987. 99 pp. (Dr. Margaret Dosch)

This research examined the level of rape myth acceptance among
college students living in residence halls. A survey was developed
and employed to assess possible differences in rape myth acceptance
based on the respondents' age, sex, academic class level, college

of enrollment, residence hall living arrangement, hometown community
size, acceptance of interpersonal violence, and personal exposure

to the topic of rape. A total of 289 surveys were distributed to
students living in residence hall housing. Fifty seven males

and 110 females returned completed surveys. Rape myth acceptance
scores were determined for each subject, with total possible

scores ranging from 21 to 62. Analysis of responses revealed

111 respondents had low rape myth acceptance. Fifty six respon-
dents indicated a moderate level of rape myth acceptance. None

of the respondents showed a high acceptance of rape myths. Scores
reflecting acceptance of interpersonal violence were also determined,
with 10 respondents indicating a high acceptance of interpersonal
violence.

The chi-square test revealed significant differences (p <.05) in
level of rape myth acceptance based on gender, with males showing
a higher acceptance of rape myths than females. No significant
differences (p >.05) were noted among respondents based on type
of residence hall living arrangement, academic class level, or
college of enrollment. The Spearman rank order correlation was
employed to test the remaining null hypotheses, with significant
relationships (p <.05) revealed in three areas. Both hometown
community size and personal exposure to the topic of rape were
inversely related to level of rape myth acceptance. Acceptance
of interpersonal violence was positively related to level of rape
myth acceptance (p <.001). No relationship was found between rape
myth acceptance and respondents' age.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

In recent years, the crime of rape has received increased attention
in our society. In the Uniform Crime Reports (an annual analysis of
crime in Ameriéa), The Federal Bureau of Investigation utilizes a
standard definition of rape: the "carnal knowledge of a female
forcibly and against her will" (Uniform Crime Reports, 1984). This
definition does not include males as potential rape victims. It does
define rape as a violent form of sexual behavior. Unlike other crimes

of violence, the act of rape calls to mind varying expectations con-

cerning male and female sexual behavior (Barnett & Field, 1977; Burt,
1980). Considered a serious crime, rape goes beyond acceptable
sexual behavior. And yet the definition of "acceptable behavior"
varies from one individual to the next and is influenced by many
factors (LaFree, 1980; Groth, 1979; Scully & Marolla, 1984).

Prior to the 1970's, little research was available to describe
the phenomenon of rape. As victims began to share their experiences
within developing crisis centeré throughout the country, it became
apparent that research was needed to explore the attitudes and ex-
pectations of. law enforéement, judiciary, and health professionals
toward rape (Brownmiller, 1975; Hilberman, 1975; Gager & Schurr, 1976).
Women not only felt victimized by their assailants; they perceived
themselves as victims of the stereotypes held by the professionals to

whom they had gone for help (Brownmiller, 1975).
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As researchers began examining the beliefs of these professionals,
the presence of strong rape myth acceptance emerged (Brownmiller,
1975). 1If an actual rape did not fit the individual's.stereotypes,
the victim often was not believed (Beneke, 1982; Russell, 1975),
and the assailant, if arrested, was rarely convicted (Clark & Lewis,
1977; Gagar & Schurr, 1976; LaFree, 1980).

Although individual estimates vary, experts agree that rape
remains an underreported crime (Uniform Crime Reports, 1984; U.S.
Department of Justice, 1978). According to FBI crime statistics,
there were 84,230 reported rapes in the United States in 1984. Between
1969 and 1974 the number of reported rapes increased by 49% (Uniform
Crime Reports, 1980). From 1975 to 1984, the rate of forcible rape
increased by 50% (Uniform Crime Reports, 1984). Conservative estimates
indicate that only one out of every two rapes are ever reported to
police. If this is true, at least 160,000 rapes may have been committed

in the year 1984 alone. Although the incidence of rape on college

campuses is unknown, some professionals contend that rape is under-
reported in university settings due to pressure from the victim's
friends and acquaintances not to involve the police or cause further
embarrassment to themselves (Barnett & Field, 1977). Despite the lack

of accurate statistics, it is evident that rape is a serious crime in

this country.

Purpose

The primary purpose of this study was to examine the attitudes

of college students toward rape. Specifically, the level of rape




myth acceptance among students living in residence halls was examined.
The researcher analyzed possible differences in responses based on
the students' (a) age, (b) sex, (c) hometown community size, (4)
acceptance of interpersonal violence, (e) college of enrollment,

(f) residence hall living arrangement, (g) academic class level,

and (h) personal exposure to the topic of rape.

Need for the Study

The FBI estimates that if current trends continue, one out of
four women will be the victim of rape in her lifetime (Uniform Crime
Reports, 1980). This has far reaching implications. The woman

victimized is not the only person affected by an assault; family,

friends, co-workers, and neighbors may find it difficult to under-
stand the victim's intense feelings of helplessness, anger and fear
(Grossman & Sutherland, 1983). Acceptance of rape myths may hinder
a person's ability to provide support to the victim. Attitudes of
professionals whose responsibilities include apprehending and con-
victing the rapists maf inadvertently excuse and provide for the
continuation of abusive behavior toward women (Brownmiller, 1975;
Gagar & Schurr, 1976). Assailants themselves show a higher accep-~
tance of rape myths than males who have not committed rape (Malamuth,
1981).

Ongoing research is required to determine whether belief in rape
myths continues to be a problem. In this study, the attitudes of a
group of college students was examined. Since University staff have

the unique opportunity to provide education regarding rape to a




large group of diverse individuals, a high prevalence of rape myth
acceptance would indicate a need for increased educational services

to this population group.

Hypotheses

The .05 level of significance was established as the criterion
for rejection of the following null hypotheses:

1. There is no difference in level of rape myth acceptance
among collegevstudents based on gender.

2. There is no difference in level of rape myth acceptance
among college students based on type of residence hall living
arrangement.

3. There is no.difference in level of rape myth acceptance
among college students based on academic class level.

4. There is no difference in level of rape myth acceptance
among college students based on the college in which they are enrolled.

5. There is no relationship between the students' hometown
community size and their level of rape myth acceptance.

6. There is no relationship between the students' age and their
level of rape myth acceptance.

7. There is no relationship between the students' acceptance
of interpersonal violence and their level of rape myth acceptance.

8. There is no relationship between the students' personal

exposure to the topic of rape and their level of rape myth acceptance.




Assumptions

The following assumptions were made concerning this study:
(1) the respondents were able to comprehend the survey; (2) the
surveys were answered only by those students to whom they were sent;

and (3) respondents answered as honestly and accurately as possible.

Delimitations

The subjects surveyed were randomly selected University of
f  Wisconsin-La Crosse students living in residence halls from August

through December, 1984.
Limitations

The following is considered a limitation of this study: Only
those on—campus students enrolled in the University of Wisconsin-
La crosse during the fall semester were included in this study.
Therefore, generaiizability to other university students or other

university settings is not appropriate.

Definition of Terms

Attitude. The beliefs, feelings, ideas and reactions of an
individual toward a given topic. (Webster's Dictionary, 1977).

College Student. Any male or female currently enrolled in the

University of Wisconsin-La Crosse on at least a half-time basis.

Cultural Myths. Beliefs, attitudes, biases, and misconceptions

within a society about a given topic or circumstance which are not

supported by facts. (Burt, 1980).




CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

The purpose of this study was to identify the level of rape

myth acceptance among a population of college students.  Respondents'

age, sex, hometown community size, academic class level, college of
enrollment, acceptance of interpersonal violence, and personal exposure
to the topic of rape were examined. In this chapter research relating
to rape is discussed. Four major categories are included: (1)
Definitions, (2) Epidemiological Aspects, (3) Attitudes Toward Rape,
and (4) Theories of Rape. At the conclusion of the chapter a summary

is provided.
Definitions

The FBI provides an annual account of crime in America in the
Uniform Crime Reports. By Uniform Crime Reports definition, forcible
rape is described as "the carnal knowledge of a female forcibly and
against her will" (Uniform Crime Reports, 1984). “Carnal knowledge"
refers to sexual intercoursevor penetration; "forcibly" refers to
either use of physical force or threat of harm to the victim
(Hilberman, 1976). Included are assaults or attempts to commit
rape by force or threat of force that males are also assaulted
(Brownmiller, 1975).

Each state may utilize its own definition of rape in state

statutes. Many states specify whether husbands may be exluded from
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prosecution for rape of his wife, and if so, under what circumstances
he may be charged. As of 1984, ten states exempt a husband from

being charged with rape. 1In 16 states he can be charged under certain
circumstances (Russell, 1984). A number of states have now elihinated
the word "rape" and have replaced it with varying degrees of "sexual
assault." For example, Wisconsin statutes specify four degrees of
sexual assault, depending on the degree of force used by the assailant
and the amount of harm done to the victim (U.S. Department of Justice,

March, 1978).

Epidemiological Aspects

Volune

According to the Uniform Crime Reports (1984), an estimated
84,233 forcible rapes were reported to law enforcement agencies in
1984. Of these, 79% were rapes by force, with the remainder being
attempts or assaults to commit rape. The greatest number of rapes
reported occurred during the summer months, with the lowest numbers
reported in January and February.

Rate of Reporting

An assault only becomes a part of the official statistics if
it is reported to the police. The FBI recognizes rape as one of

the most underreported crimes listed in the Uniform Crime Reports

(Uniform Crime Reports, 1984). Estimates on the number of rapes

that are unreported differ. The Law Enforcement Assistance Admini-
stration conducted private interviews with a representative sample

of 60,000 households and found that 154,000 rapes were committed in




1977, although only 63,000 were in FBI statistics (Rodabaugh & Austin,
1981). Lewis and Clark (1977) estimates that only between one and
four out of every ten rapes committed are ever reported.

Russell (1984) conducted a random survey of 930 adult women
in 1978, utilizing extensive interviewing for data collection.
Results of her study indicated that 44% (407) of those intérviewed
had been victims of rape or attempted tape as defined in the statutes.
Only 66 women (less than one in twelve) reported the incident to the
police. After making adjustments to exclude marital rape, none of
which were reported to the police, only one in ten nonmarital rape
occurrences were reported to the police (Russell, 1984).

In an attempt to better understand why some victims report their
asSault and others do not, a recent study was conducted by Williams
(1984) to test the hypothesis that women are more likely to report
a rape if their experience corresponds with the classic rape situa-
tion. The "classic rape" was described as "a sudden, violent attack
by a stranger in a deserted, public place, after which the victim is
expected to provide evidence of the attack and of her active resis—
tance" (p. 26). The sample consisted of 246 women who contacted the
Seattle Rape Relief Center. dne hundred forty-~six women repofted
the assault to the police: the remaining 100 d4id not. Most of the
women (8l%) were 30 years of age or younger. Their assailants were
estimated to be between 16 and 30 years of age in 71% of the cases.

A seventeen city survey conducted by the National Commission on
the Causes and Prevention of Violence yielded simila: results in re-

gard to the victim-assailant relationship (Brownmiller, 1975). 1In
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34.5% of the cases, the victim and assailant had just met or were only
slightly acquainted. The assailant was a friend in 10% of the cases,
and was related in some way to the victim in another 10% (Williams,
1984). Consistent with other research (Brownmiller, 1985 and Lewis
and Clark, 1977) the assault was most likely to occur in the victim's
home (34.6%). Public éreas accounted for 25.9% of the placeés where
the assault occurred. In 20% of the cases the assault occurred in
the rapist's home. |

Utilizing cross tabular analysis and the chi-square test of
significance, Williams' general hypothesis that women are more likely
to report a rape if it corresponds with a "classical rape" situation
was supported. Women were most likely to report the crime if their
homes were broken into or if they were attacked in their cars. They
were least likely to report the assault if it occurred in a social
situation. In addition, those threatened with a weapon or subjected
to a high degree of force more often reported to the police. The
most important factor in determining whether or not the women re-
ported the assault was the relationship that had previously been
established with the assailant. This variable effected all other
variables in the study. The more intimately the victim and assailant
knew each other prior to the assault, threat of force, injury, or
need for medical treatment Qere less likely. The victim was less
likely to see herself as a true victim when there was little evidence
that an actual assault had taken place (Williams, 1984).

Other reasons why rapes are not reported to the police may in-

clude: (1) the victim's fear of her assailant, (2) embarrassment or




sense of guilt about being raped, (3) fear of being treated differently
by family and friends, and (4) fear of law enforcement, court harass—
ment, or public embarrassment (Gagar & Schurr, 1976; Hilberman, 1976;
Schwendinger & Schwendinger, 1983). In addition, many reported rapes
may not have been reflected in FBI statistics due to (1) law enforce-
ment advising the victim against filing charges, (2) charges being
dismissed due to lack of evidence or the defense attorney's unwilling-

ness to prosecute, or (3) charges being reduced to a category that is

easier to prove or as a part of a plea bargaining agreement (Brownmiller,
1975 and Gagar & Schurr, 1976).
Disposition

As reported in the Uniform Crime Reports, (1984), 54% of the
known rapes were cleared by arrest in 1984. Persons under the age
of 25 acocunted for 47% of arrests, with 31% in the 18 to 24 age
group.

As part of a two-year study conducted by the Battelle Law and
Justice Study Center in Seattle, Washington, rape cases in two major
jurisdictions were analyzed. A total of 635 rape complaints were
reported. From these, 167 suspects were identified by the police,
who chargéd 45 of the individuéls. Ten of the suspects were subse-
quently convicted of rape or attempted rape. Less than 2% of the
total rapes reported resulted in a conviction (U.S. Department of
Justice, March, 1978).

Similarly, Galvin and Polk (1982) refer to a study by LaFree,
in which the disposition of 881 reported rape cases were analyzed.

Of those cases reported, 37% (328) led to an arrest. Of those




arrested, 47% (153) resulted in a felony charge being filed. Once
charges were filed, 82% (125) of the cases were prosecuted, with
guilty pleas or convictions occurring in 104 cases. Twenty percent
of those convicted received no jail or prison sentence. Of the 83
individuals incarcerated, approximately half were sent to jail and
half were sent to prison. In other words, less than 10% -of the rapes

reported resulted in a jail or prison sentence (Galvin & Polk, 1983).

Attitudes Toward Rape

Attitudes of Criminal Justice Personnel

Many researchers believe that the attitudes of individuals in
the judicial system effect the perception and subsequent handling
of rape cases (Brownmiller, 1975; Lewis & Clark, 1977; Beneke, 1982).

LaFree (1980) analyzed the variables affecting conditions in
124 forcible rape cases in a midwestern city in 1970, 1973, and 1975,
focusing on factors affecting guilty pleas, guilty verdicts, and
conviction. Variables including (1) victim's moral character and
conduct, (2) victim and defendant's social attributes, (3) character-
istics of the incident, (4) victim-defendant relationship, (5) prior
criminal record of defendant,.and (6) amount of evidence available
vwere examined. Multiple regression analysis was utilized to examine
the data. |

Results indicated guilty pleas were more likely to occur when
(1) the defense had little evidence, (2) the assaults involved less
physical injury, and (3) the victim and defendant were previously

acquainted. Verdicts were affected by the seriousness of the
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defendant's criminal record even more than the effects of the evidence.
Acquittals were more likely when the victim allegedly engaged in
misconduct or did not immediately report the assault. The report
indicated decisions were made based on the defendant's criminal
history, the characteristics of the incident, the victim—defendant
relationship, the victim's alleged past misconduct, and timeliness in
reporting. Convictions were less likely when the victim and defendant
were previously acquainted, there were few witnesses, little physical
injury and the defendant had no past criminal history. LaFree inter-
prets these results to indicate that outcomes in rape cases are sub-
stantially influenced by the characteristics of the victim, offenders
and offenses and how these compare with stereotypes about the kind of
women, men and social situations most typical of rape (LaFree, 1980).
Brownmiller (1975) reported the results of a nationwide study
by Kalven and Zeisel which compared the jury's decision to acquit
or convict with a written statement from the judge indicating how
he would have ruled. A total of 106 cases were examined. The re-
searchers found that jurors were more likely to acquit when there

was no evidence of physical violence and when the victim was perceived

as having taken "undue risks." The researchers then separated'from

their sample those cases which involved extreme violence. The 42
remaining cases were then labeled "simple rapes." Of these 42 cases,
the judges indicated they would have convicted in 22 of the cases.
Jurors, however, only convicted in three of these cases (Brownmiller,

1975).
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Attitudes of the Community

Victim Responsibility. A number of studies have focused on

perceived victim responsibility. Calhoun, Selby, and Warring (1976)
examined the social perception of a rape victim based on the sex

of respondent, victim's history of rape, number of rapes in the area,
and victim acquaintance with the rapist. The subjects consisted

of 64 women and 64 men enrolled in uhdergraduate psychology courses
in a southeastern university. Each individual was presented with
one of eight possible case history descriptions while watching a
videotape of dramatizations of an interview with a rape victim.
Subjects were then asked to rate the victim on a variety of factors,
including the degree to which the rape was caused by her personality
or behavior and the degree to which the rape was her fault.

Results indicated male respondents believed the rape incident

was caused to a greater degree by the victim's behavior and person-
- ality than did female respondents. Male respondents were more likely
to perceive the woman as "the kind of person who would get herself
into such a situation" (p. 523) and tended to perceive the rape
incident as the victim'a fault to a greater extent than the female
respondents. In addition, the victim was seen as contributing more
to the assault when she had experienced a previous rape than when
the incident was described as a first time occurrence (Calhoun, Selby
and Warring, 1976).

"Jones and Arneson (1973) tested the hypotheses that people will
attribute more fault in a crime to the social respectable victim

as compared to a victim perceived as less respectable. This was




- based on a "just world" theory in which people "get what they deserve

and deserve what they get" (p. 415) according to their character

' or behavior. In this study, 234 male and female undergraduate students

were given descriptions of a rape incident and were asked to assign

a recommended number of years of imprisonment the defendént should
receive. Descriptions of the incident varied according to character—
istics of the crime (completed or attempted rape), and characteriétics
of the victim (married, virgin, or divorced). Respondents were also
asked to indicate how much they considered the incident to be the
victim's fault. Results indicated the subjects attributed more

fault in the rape incident to the virgin and the married women than
to the divorcee. Respondents assigned longer prison sentences to
defendants who had raped a married women compared to assailants of a
divorcee. In addition, prison sentences were more severe for defen-
dants who had completed the rape (mean sentence of 16.17 years) com—
pared to defendants who had attempted rape (mean sentence of 10.40
years). No significant sex differences were found in this study
(Aronson, 1973).

Smith, Keatin, Hester & Mitchell (1976) examined the perception
of provocative behavior as a potential factor in attribution of re—
sponsibility in a rape incident. A total of 477 undergraduate college
students were given questionnaires which contained the description
of a rape incident. The victim was characterized as being a nun,

a social worker, or a topless/bottomless dancer. The assailant was
described as being either unacquainted with the victim or previously

acquainted through casual meetings.




An analysis of variance of the data revealed significant effects
_}.in regard to attribution of responsibility. Victims were attributed
more responsibility for the rape and were viewed as being more care—-
less in the unacquainted conditions than in the acquainted condition.
The dancer was perceived as behaving more provocatively than the
social worker or the nun in the unacquainted condition. -When the

victim and assailant were acquainted, significant differences were

“'kshown between each of the victim conditions, with the nun being the

least provocative and the dancer being the most provocative. Male
subjecﬁs, when judging the victim's provocativeness in the acquainted
condition, perceived all victims as behaving more provocatively than
did the female respondents. Females identified more with the victims
(especially the social worker and nun) than the male respondents,
and recommended more severe sentences for the assailant than the males.
(Smith, et.al., 1976). |

More recently, Thornton, Robbins & Johnson (198l) investigated
the effects of gender and attributional propensity on attitudes toward
rape among a sample of 91 females and 82 males. “Attributional pro—
pensity" is the term used to identify an individual's perception that
events occur either due to enﬁironmental factors or are caused by
personal, internal factors. An individual with personal/internal
attributional tendencies view individuals as having control over their
own experiences, actions and behavior outcomes. A person with an en—
vironmental attributional tendency "would view the behavior of others
as originating from environmental or external influences" (p. 227)
and would be less likely to consider individuals responsible for

their behavior.




Four areas were considered in this study: (1) the level of
responsibility assigned to the rape victim; (2) negative evaluation
of rape and the assailant; (3) belief that sexual motive precipitate
~ the act of rape; and (4) belief that power is the inherant motivation
fqr rape. One hundred seventy-three undergraduate students enrolled
in an introductory psychology class were asked to complete the PECA
(Personal-Environmental—-Causal Attribﬁtion) Scale and an Attitude
Toward Rape Questionnaire (developed by Barnett and Field, 1977).
Results indicated males perceived the rape victim more responsible
than female respondents perceived them. While there was no significant
difference between males and females in regard to their attributional
orientation, differences were evident among the male subjects. Males
- who were more personal/internal in their attributional tendencies
assigned more responsibility to the victim than those who were more
~environmental. No significant differences were noted in regard to
the subjects' impressions of rape or the motivational influences
involved in the crime. Relative agreement was éxpressed by the males
and females in their perception of sex or power as motivational
factors (Thornton, et.al., 1981).

Victim Attractiveness. Examining the issue of victim responsi-

bility from the perspective o£ victim attractiveness, Seligman, Brickman
and Koulack (1977) examined the variables of physical attractiveness

of the victim and type of crime (rape, mugging and robbery). Forty-
eight males and 48 females were approached in a university library

and were randomly assigned one of six possible descriptions in an

alleged newspaper article. After reading the article, subjects were




' asked to asnwer a short questionnaire indicating their reaction to
.fhe story. Results showed that "physically attractive women who

“H  had been raped were thought to have been more likely rape victims

than plain looking victims" (p. 560). In addition, “the physically
unattractive women (assumed to be the less likely rape victim) was
perceived somehow to have provoked the rape more than the attractive
woman (assumed to be the more likely rape victim)®™ (p. 560). Although

not statistically significant (p >.06) more males than females tended

to perceive the victim as having somehow provoked the attack. No
7<’relationship was found between physical attractiveness and the likeli-
hood of the crime occurring or the victim's responsibility when the
crime was a robbery or mugging.

Findings by Thornton and Ryckman (1983) further support the
theory that unattractive victims were seen as contributing more to
%' their assault than attractive victims. In this study, the unattrac-
tive victim was perceived as being more behaviorally and character-
istically responsible for the assault and was believed to have presented
a more provocative appearance than the more attractive victim. Male
respondents were more likely to consider the rape to be the fault
of the victim than were female respondents. Victim attracti?eness
had no effect on the severity of punishment believed appropriate
by the subjects.

Rape Myth Acceptance. Barnett and Field (1977) specifically

examined perceptions of rape among college students based on gender.
A twenty~five item Attitude Toward Rape Questionnai:e was developed

and randomly distributed to 400 undergraduate students at a large,
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southeastern university. Two hundred men and 200 women responded
to the questionnaire. Over 80% were single, with mean ages of 21.3
(men) and 20.8 (women). Forty percent of the women agreed that “rape
is a male exercise in power over women" (p. 95), while only 18% of
the men concurred with the statement. Almost half (48%) of the males
responding believed a basic motivation for rapists was a desire for
sex. One-third of the females respondihg agreed with that statement.
When determining whether or not a rape had occurred, 40% of the men,
compared to 18% of the women, felt the major factor should be the
woman's level of resistance. In addition, twice as many men as com—
pared to women( 40% compared to 15%) agreed with the statement that
a rape should be difficult to prove. The researchers also noted
that almost one-third of the men who responded believed that "it
would do some women some good to get raped" (p. 96). Only 8% of
thé»women agreed with that statement (Barnett & Field, 1977).

Weidner and Griffitt (1983) analyzed subjects' perceptions of
a rapist and rape victim based on the observer's gender, attitudes
toward women, sexuality, and perceptions of the incident itself.
Subjects included 72 male and 70 female undergraduate students from
a large midwestern university.. A personal data sheet, Attitudés
Toward Women Scale, sexual opinion survey, Personal Impression Scale,
social distance measure, and bther questions were utilized to assess
the variables.

In regard to perceptions of the rape victim, multiple regression
analysis indicated tha; "degree of perceived carelessness and respon-

sibility of the victim, negative attitudes towards woman, and belief
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in rape myths predicted stigmatization of the victim" (p. 159).
~ These variables were also related to relatively‘favorable perceptions
of the rapist. In regard to length of sentence recommended for the
rapist, the strongest predictor was belief in rape myths. A further
examination of the variables relating to belief in rape myths revealed
"the variable most strongly related to belief in rape myths was nega-
tive attitudes toward women" (p. 162).

Regression analysis was utilized in a study by Burt (1980) in
which a number of correlates were examined. Sex role stereotyping,
sexual conservatism, adversarial sexual beliefs (distrust of the
opposite sex), and acceptance of interpersonal violence were compared
with attitudes toward rape. Personality correlates, focusing on
satisfaction with one's sex role experiences and general self-esteem,
were included, as well as demogrpahic variables. Experiential
~qorrelates, or personal knowledge of and exposure to rape, were in-
cluded. A random sample of 598 Minnesota adults were interviewed.
In determining the degree of rape myth acceptance, the male population
largely correlated occupational status to rape myth acceptance, while
women held that education had more of an impact on the acceptance of
rape myths (negative correlations). Media exposure correlated posi-
tively with a reduced acdeptance of rape myths among men but not in
women. Results confirmed thét "rape-supportive beliefs were system—
atically related to other pervasive cultural attitudes like sex role
stereotyping, adversarial sexual beliefs, and acceptance of inter-
personal violence" (p. 255). Acceptance of interpersonal violence was

the strongest attitudinal predictor of rape myth acceptance.
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Attitude Toward Marital Rape. Jeffords and Dull (1982) received

1,300 questionnaires from adult Texas residents iﬁdicating their
attitude toward spousal immunity in relation to forced sexual inter-
course. A total of 35% of those responding indicated they would favor
a law allowing a wife to accuse her husband of rape. Based on a step—
wise regression analysis, sex, age, and race were the significant-
factors in determining attitude toward Spousal immunity. Young, white
females favored a law acknowledging marital rape in 62% of the cases,
whereas only 14% of the older, nonwhite males favored such a law. In
general, 45% of the females and only 25% of the males favored making
marital rape a criminal offense. Sex of the respondent was the single
most important predictor of the response. Age was also a strong pre-
dictor, with 45% of the individuals less than 40 years of age favoring
a law against marital rape; of those over 40, 27% favored such a law.
Age had a greater impact among women, with 59% of the younger women
and 33% of the older women supporting the law, compared to 30% of

the younger males and 22% of the older males.

Theories of Rape

Rape Typology

Over the years, many different theories of rape have emerged.

Rodabaugh and Austin (1981) describe the dynamics of rape as

summarized from the book entitled Clinical Aspects of the Rapist,

by Richard Rada. According to Rada, any one of five major dynamics
may be at work when a rape occurs. The assault may be a defense

against feelings of sexual inadequacy or dependency needs. There may




be a displacement of hostility from the significant female in the
assailant's life to the victim. The act of rape may be used as a
defense against homosexual wishes or to maintain social status with
other men. Finally, the rape may be a symptom of a “"madonna-prostitute
complex" with the assailant seeing the victim as a defiled object for
his ambivalent sensual pleasure.

Rodabaugh and Austin provided their own classification of rapists
into one of five categories: (1) the psychotic rapist, (2) situational
stress offenders, (3) rapists with masculine identity conflict, (4)
sadistic rapists, and (5) sociopathic offenders. The psychotic rapist,
accounting for less than 10% of the rapists, engaged in bizarre,
violent, and terrifying acts. The situational-stress rapist has
had no history of violence but has recently experienced a series
of crises. Offenders with an actual or perceived deficiency in their

masculine roles fit into the category of the masculine identity con-—

flict rapist. Their assaults are usually planned; forcing their
victims into submission is a key characteristic. The sadistic rapist
comprises only a small percentage of the offenders. Their greatest
satisfaction comes from their ritualistic degradation of women.
Usually the offender has a history of perversion. The final>c1assi4
fication, the sociopathic rapist, comprises between 30% and 40% of
the assailants. These offenders are impulsive and exhibit manifesta-
tions of general antisocial behavior (Rodabaugh & Austin, 1981).
Hilberman (1976) refers to the indepth study published by Amir
(1971) which examined the sociocultural context of rape with a sample

including 646 rape victims and 1292 rape offenders. Unlike the




belief that "rapists are sexually perverted monsters who . . . hate
their mothers," Amir suggests that rapists often appear psychiatrically
" normal {(p- 5). He noted the offenders tended to have criminal records
involving crimes against the person which were often committed with
brutality and violence. As Hilberman explains, other researchers

were also unable to easily label rapists as mentally ill. Rather,
study results revealed "the rapist was . . . relatively normal,"

(p. 134), and "remarkably similar to the average heterosexual male"

(p. 136). "virtually all studies have found the rapist to manifest
great hostility toward women" (p. 135).

Expanding on past research (Groth, Burgess & Holmstrom, 1977)
which identified a clinical typology of rape, Groth (1979) concluded
a clinical study involving 500 convicted sex offenders. One-third
of the assailants were married and sexually active with their wives;
the majority of those unmarried were involved in consenting sexual
relations with other persons at the time of the offense. Groth de-
scribes the average rapist as a man with

serious psychological difficulties which handicap him in

his relationship to other people and which he discharges,

when he is under stress, through sexual acting out. His

most prominent defect is the absence of any close, emotionally

intimate relationship with other persons, male or female.

He shows little capacity for warmth, trust, compassion, or

empathy, and his relationships with others are devoid of

mutuality, reciprocity and a genuine sense of sharing. (p. 6)

Groth found, based on extensive interviews, that rape was not
motivated by the need for a sexual outlet. Rather,; he divided rapes
into three categories (anger, power or sadistic rape), depending on

the characteristics and motivations surrounding the assault. Anger

rape comprised 40% of his study population, although Groth hypothesized




this percentage may be higher than found in the general population due
to the likelihood of corroborating evidence and resulting increased
convictions. Anger rape is described as a means of expressing pent
up anger and rage. Physical brutality is often used and is intended
to hurt and abuse the victim, who is viewed with contempt by the
abuser. The rapist is typically upset or distressed and'ié'using

Sex as a weapon, often seeking revenge against some perceived wrong
done to him (especially by women).

Power rape comprised 55% of Groth's study. However, he indicates
this percentage may actually be higher due to the absence of evidence
and lack of convictions. In this type of assault, the motive is not
to harm the woman but to possess, conquer and control the victim.

The assault is committed in an attempt to reaffirm the offender's
sense of manhood,; to compensate for "underlying feelings of inadequacy
and serves to express issues of mastery, strength, control authority,
identity and capability" (p. 25). However, the act itself is never
as satisfying as the fantasy and there may be a compulsive need to
commit future assaults in hope of finding "the right one."

The third type of assault comprised only 5% of the population
studied. Sadistic rapé is deséribed as the "sexual transformation
of anger and power so that aggression itself becomes eroticized"

{(p. 44), and is characterized by the intentional maltreatment of
the victim. The assailant finds gratification in the torment and
anguish.of the victim. Victims of this type of assault, if they
survive, usually require long-term counseling and may never fully

recover from the terror and horror they experienced.
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Societal Influences

Various feminist authors (Brownmiller, 1975; Russell, 1982,
- 1984; Griffin, 1975) contend that rape is an expression of male
dominance over women, reinforced in numerous ways in our societal
structure. Rather than viewing rape as an individual problem in
which devient men express their sexual aberrations, these theorists
contend that sexual aggressiveness encompasses a wide range of be—
haviors, all of which are rooted in sexual stereotypes and misogynous
(having hatred toward women) forces within our society.

Historically, Clark and Lewis (1977) describe how women have
been perceived not as an equal partner, but as a form of property,
in the charge of their fathers until a suitable economic transaction
occurred and the woman was married off. Rape, under Anglo-Saxon
law, was regarded as an offense against property rather than an
assault against the woman.

If a woman was raped, a sum was paid to either her husband

or father, depending on who still exercised rights of ownership

over her, and the exact amount of compensation depended

on the woman's economic position and her desirability as an

object of an exclusive sexual relationship (pp. 115-116).
Although these laws are no longer in effect, prevailing attitudes
about women may still be contributing toward a society's perception
of and proclivity toward rape.

Scully and Marolla (1984) interviewed 114 incarcerated rapists
to determine how they interpreted their actions. Those who admitted
their behavior tended to excuse their actions by claiming the use

of alcohol or drugs or emotional problems. Many indicated they had

been involved in an upsetting problem prior to the assault. The
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deniers' accounts reflected personal value systems which allowed

g - E

for their actions. They viewed sex as a "male entitlement" and per- b
ceived their victims as having been either seductive and secretly %
enjoying it or somehow deserving of the rape. The researchers con- j
’clude that the rapists' justifications and excuses are strengthed by {

the cultural view of women as sexual commodities, de—~
humanized and devoid of autonomy and dignity. In this
sense, the sexual objectification of women must be under-
stood as an important factor contributing to an environment [
that trivializes, neutralizes, and, perhaps, facilitates B %
rape (p. 542). .

Ordinary Men. Research data employed to formulate theories on B

‘rape behavior which have just been analyzed utilized information from
convicted rapists. Other researchers have expanded their focus Eo
examine possible sexual coercive behaviors in the general population,
most of whom may never come to the attention of the law enforcement
agencies.
| Rapport and Burkhart (1984) conducted research utilizing 190
college males to determine their degree of sexual coercive behaviors.
Various surveys and measurements were administered to analyze predic- i

tive variables. Included were the Responsibility, Socialization and

Empathy scales from the California Psychological Inventory, scales

e

measuring the dimensions of sex roles by Burt (1980), an Endorsement
of Force Scale, and a Coercive Sexuality Scale. Results indicated 28%

of the males sampled reported having used at least one coercive method

(ranging'from ignoring a woman's protests to physically restraining

her) during sexual encounters. Fifteen percent of the subjects indi-

cated they had forced a woman to have intercourse in the past. Twelve

B
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percent admitted to "physically restraining a woman to gain sexual
advantage" (p. 218). Only 38% of the men sampled denied use of
coercive behaviors. Significant attitudinal predictors relating to
use of aggression in a sexual context included (1) viewing women as
maﬁipulative and nontrustworthy, (2) legitimizing the use of force

in obtaining gratification, and (3) defining certain sexual situations
as warranting force. Personality characteristics which were useful

in predicting sexually coercive behaviors included immaturity, irre-—
sponsibility, and a lack of social conscience.

Data from the research of Loss and Oros was discussed by Malamuth
(1981). In an attempt to identify hidden cases of rape, Loss and Oros
collected anonymous self-report surveys from 3,862 college students
and found that 23% of the males admitted being in a situation in
which they engaged in sexual intercourse even though the woman didn't
want to participate. Eight percent of the women reported that some
degree of physical force had been used to coerce them into sexual
relationsf Three percent of the men reported using force to coerce
their partner into sexual intercourse.

A three part study was completed by Malamuth (198l1) to identify
individuals with a proclivity toward rape. A literature review was
first conducted "to identify responses that distinguished convicted
rapists from the general population" (p. 138). Results of the re-
view indicated rapists showed a greater acceptance of rape myths and
a relatively high sexual arousal to rape depiction compared to the
general population. A sample of 104 college students were then asked

how likely they would be to rape if they were assured of not being




caught. Comparisons were made between males who indicated a high
likelihood of raping and those with a lower likelihood of raping,
utilizing characteristics already identified in the literature reviewv.
Results indicated that men who showed a higher likelihood of raping
"were more similar to convicted rapists both in beliefs in rape myths
and in sexual arousal to rape depictions" (p. 138). Finally, the
relationship between likelihood of raping reports and aggressive
behavior were examined. When placed in a laboratory setting to
assess level of aggression towards Qomen, it would found that males
who indicated a higher likelihood of raping also showed greater
aggression toward women.

Other Cultures. Sanday (1981) provided a socio—cultural analysis

of rape in her examination of rape in a variety of tribal societies.
One hundred fifty-six cultures spanning a wide time range were analyzed,
with results indicating that rape is not universally present in all
societies. Rather, 47% of the socieites studied were classified
as rape free, where rape was either absent or rare. In 35% of the
cultures, rape was present and "not atypical"; the remaining 18% of
the cultures were labeled as rape prone. These results are compared
with results by Broude and Greéne (1976) who identified 41% of the
34 societies analyzed as experiencing rape. In 24% of these societies
rape was absent.

Sanday (198l) also examined the role of food supply and popula-
tion needs. When an imbalance was perceived within society, men
were accorded greater prestige and women

are perceived as objects to be controlled as men struggle -
to retain or to gain control of their environment. Behaviors
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and attitudes prevail that separate the sexes and force

men into a position of proving their manhood. Sexual

violence is one of the ways in which men remind themselves

that they are superior. As such, rape is part of a broader

struggle for control in the face of difficult circumstances.

Where men are in harmony with their environment, rape is

usually absent (p. 25).

Referring specifically to Western culture, Clark and Lewis (1977)
concur with Sanday's interpretation. They state,

sexual relationships are inextricably bound up with economic

relationships of dependency and ownership, and very often

they involve some kind of trade-off, calculation or coercion . . .

Rape is only an extreme manifestation of the coercive sexuality

that pervades our entire culture. It is an inescapable byproduct

of a system in which sexual relationships are also power re-

lationships, in which female sexuality is a commodity, and in

which some men have no source of power except physical force
(po 124). ’

Summary

Literature review confirms that the phenomenon of rape encompasses
a wide range of issues. The number of rapes occurring each year is
significant, with a large percentage never being reported. Societal
attitudes toward rape effect not only the rape victim, but also in
part determines whether or not an offender is prosecuted and convicted.
Perhaps even more disturbing is the effect of societal attitudes of
"normal men;" The theory thaf rapists are mentally ill and aeranged
does not hold up in the literature. Rather, we find that there often
are no pronounced differenceé between rapists and the average man.
As Burt (1980) graveiy states, rape is "the logical and psychological
extension of a dominant-submissive, competitive, sex role stereotyped
culture” (p. 229). It appears that radical changes need to be made in
the ideology and basic social structure of our society if we are ever

going to effectively reduce or eliminate rape (Holmstrom & Burgess, 1983).




CHAPTER III

METHODOLOGY

This study was designed to identify the level of rape myth accep—
tance among a population of college students. In addition, a com-
parison of myth acceptance was made based on the respondent's age,
sex, hometown community size, class, college enrolled in, acceptance %
of interpersonal violence, and personal exposure to the topic of
rape. In order to address the methodology employed in conducting
this research, the following areas are considered: (1) Subject
Selection; (2) Development of Instrumentation; (3) Data Collection;

and (4) Data Analysis. 5

Subiject Selectiqn

P

The university selected for this study is located in the mid-
western community of La Crosse, Wisconsin. The most recent census, g
conducted in 1980, indicated La Crosse had a population of 48,347.

During the fall semester of the 1984-1985 academic year, when this f
research was conducted, there were 9,110 students enrolledvat the : ji’ E
university. Of these, 2,836 resided in the eleven residence halls g
located on campus. Nearly all of the residence halls are coeducational. :
Angell Hall, with 370 students, accommodates women only. lvé

A clustered random listing of male and female students was ob- ﬁE%
tained from the Computer Center on Campus. A total of 289 students,

or 10% of individuals living in each dormitory, was identified as the

30




31

research sample. Permission to contact hall residents was obtained
from the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse Housing Office personnel.
Individual hall directors were made aware of the study at the time
the survey was distributed. Directors were given a letter briefly
explaining the study's existence (see Appendix A), with a copy of

the survey included for their review.

Development of Instrumentation

Statements for inclusion in the survey were developed by the
researcher following extensive literature review (Barnett & Field,
1977; Jeffords & Dull, 1982; and Thornton, Robbins & Johnson, 1981).
A questionnaire developed by Burt (1980) provided guidelines for
many of the statements. A Likert type scale (Tuckman, 1980) was
chosen for this study. Scores ranged from one to four points for
each statement. Statements reflecting rape myths were scored from
one point for “"strongly disagree" to four points for "strongly agree."
Statements not reflecting rape myths were scored from one point for
"strongly agree" to four points for "strongly disagree." The same
scale was utilized fof statements designed to identify acceptance
of physical violence. | |

To assure content validity, a panel of experts was selected
to evaluate the initial surveyvstatements. Between May and July
of 1984 a total of twelve individuals working with sexual assault
victims and/or offenders were contacted to assist in the development
of the research instrument. Letters were sent to each agency identi-

fying the purpose of the study and asking for assistance in evaluating
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each survey statement (see Appendix B). A total of 39 statements
were coordinated with a rating scale by which each member would rate
the statement from a score of one (indicating unacceptability) to
five (indicating the statement was indispensable). The rating scale
utilized was developed by Gilmore (1974) and adapted for use in this
study by the researcher (see Appendix C). If a response-was not
received after two weeks, a follow-up letter was mailed to the
member (see Appendix D) along with another rating scale.

A tofal of five responses were returned to the researcher. Of
these, two responders utilized the rating scale in addition to pro-
viding comments and suggestions. The remaining three respondents
commented on the survey in general and critiqued specific statements.
Average scores were tabuléted for each statement. Statements with
a score below 3.00 were eliminated from the survey. In addition,
some statements were reworded based on panel members' comments.
Following these revisions, 35 statements remained (see Appendix E).

A second panel was then utilized to more specifically examine
each statement based on its "research potential." Four panel members
were chosen based on their expertise in research design. An explana-
tion of the study and need fof their feedback was provided in'the
cover letter (see Appendix F). The revised statements were also
coordinated with the rating scale developed by Gilmore (1974). Two
of the four evaluators utilized this scale. The remaining two panel
members provided general comments and identified specific statements
in need of clarification. Average scores were determined for each

statement. Although two statements had scores of less than 3.00,
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;: comnittee members agreed to their inclusion in the final survey.
Other statements were revised, expanded, or deleted based on comments
;r of panel members.

The final survey instrument was composed of 36 statements.
‘Iwenty-one statements were directly related to rape myths. Seven
stateménts focused on acceptance of physical violence. The remaining
eight itéms, although not directly reflecting rape myths, dealt with
specific attitudes, opinions, and knowledge about rape. In addition,
the final survey included demographic information and information
meant to determine the respondents' personal exposure to the topic

of rape (see Appendix G for the complete survey packet).

Data Collection

Mailing labels for each student in thelsample were provided by
the Computer Center. A total of 289 surveys were distributed through
inner campus mail. A cover letter was sent with each survey asking
for the students' responses to each statement. The importance of
honest responses was stressed. Subjects were assured of confiden—
tiality. For purposes of clarification, the definitions of “"rape"
and "physical violence" were provided. Respondents were asked to

utilize the enclosed return envelope via the campus mail service.

Statistical Treatment of Data

Tuckman (1978) and Loether & McTavish (1974) indicate the chi-
square test can be utilized to determine significant differences

between nominal level data. For purposes of this research, the chi-




square statistic was used to determine if a significant difference
existed between the students' level of rape myth acceptance and the
students' gender (hypothesis 1), academic class level (hypothesis
3): college of enrollment (hypothesis 4) and type of residence hall
living arrangement (hypothesis 2).

For hypotheses five through eight, the Spearman rank order
'correlation was employed. Defined by Loether & McTavish (1974) as
"a measure of association for ordinal variables based on the difference
between ranks" (p. 232), this statistic determines whether a relation-
ship exists between two sets of ordinal data (Tuckman, 1978). In
this study, the relationship between the respondents' rape myth
acceptance and their age (hypothesis 6), hometown community size
(hypothesis 5), acceptance of interpersonal violence (hypothesis 7),
and their personal exposure to the topic of rape (hypothesis 8) was

examined. The researcher utilized the Computer Center at the Univer-

sity of Wisconsin-La Crosse to tabulate and analyze the data.




CHAPTER IV

RESULTS AND SUMMARY

}The purpose of this study was to identify the level of rape
myth acceptance among a population of college students. A comparison
of myth acceptance was made based on the respondents' age, sex, home-
town community size, academic ciass level, college of enrollment,
residence hall living arrangement, acceptance of interpersonal violence,
and personal exposure to the topic of rape. Subjects were asked to
complete and return a questionnaire designed to determine the respon-
- dents' level of rape myth acceptance, acceptance of interpersonal
violénce, and level of personal exposure to the topic of rape. The
results of this research are divided into three sections. The first
section examines the demographic data reflected in the returned surveys.
The second segment discusses the results of the hypotheses being

tested. The third and final section addresses additional findings.

Demographic Data

Subjects

A total of 289 surveys were distributed to students living in
resident hall housing. One hundred seventy-two students returned
the survey. Due to incomplete responses, five surveys could not
bé included in the final analysis. Therefore, 167 surveys, indicating

a 57.8% response rate, were utilized in the final data analysis.
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Age
Two respondents (1.2%) were 17 years of age. Most of the re-

spondents (67, or 41.3%) were 18 years of age. The second largest
group (those 19 years of age) consisted of 53 respondents and re-
flected 31.7% of the surveys. Twenty-five respondents (15%) were
20 years of age. Twelve respondents, reflecting 7.1% of the total,
wefe 21 years of age. Four individuals (2.4%) were 22. The remain- i
ing two respondents (1.2%) indicated they were 23 years of age or
older.
Sex

Over twice as many females (66%) returned the survey as compared
to the males (34%). A total of 57 respondents indicated they were

male. One hundred ten survey respondents were female.

Academic Class Level
Nearly half of the respondents (48.5%, or 8l subjects) identified
themselves as freshmen. Fifty-five individuals (32.9%) indicated
they were sophomores. Juniors comprised 10.1% (17) of the respon- :
dents. Thirteen respondents (7.7%) were seniors. One remaining
survey was self identified as "other."

College of Enrollment

Thirty-seven percent (62) of the respondents were enrolled in j
the College of Arts, Letters & Science. Thirty—five respondents
(20.9%) were enrolled in the School of Health and Human Services.
Twenty-nine individuals (17.3%) were enrolled in the College of

Business Administration. The next largest enrollment was in the

College of Health, Physical Education and Recreation, with 22
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individuais (13.1%) indicating enrollment. The College of Education,

with 17 individuals, claimed 10.4% of the enrollment. One respondent

indicated enrollment at the graduate level. One survey was identified

as "other."

Housing

‘Table 1 provides a breakdown of responses based on housihg arrange-

ments. All residence halls were coeducational, with the exception of
 Angell Hall, which accommodates women only. Angell Hall, with 26

responses, had the highest return rate at 72.2%. The average return

rate for all other residence halls was 56.9%.

Table 1

Return Rate Based on Residence Hall

Residence Hall Surveys Sent Surveys Returned Return Rate (%)
White Hall 22 12 54.5
Reuter Hall 20 11 55
Laux Hall 23 14 60.8
Sanford Hall 23 14 60.8
Trowbridge Hall 21 ‘ 14 66.6
Baird Hall 21 13 62
Coate Hall 38 ' 16 42
Wentz Hall 23 15 65.2
Drake Hall 25 12 48
Angell Hall* 36 26 72.2
Hutchinson Hall 37 20 54
Total 289 167 | 57.8

*Homen only
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Hometown Community ﬁ.
Seventy-five respondents (45%) indicated their hometown community ‘ $_
size was less than 10,000 in population. Thirteen percent (22) identi-
fied their community size as 10,001 - 20,000. Another 13% (22) indi-
cated their hometown community was between 20,001 and 50,000. Thirty-
two respondents (19%) indicated their hometown had a population of
between 50,001 and 100,000. The smallest group, with 9.6, or 16

subjects, indicated a hometown community of over 100,001. f‘
Results

Rape Myth Acceptance Score

Twenty-one of the 36 survey statements were relating to rape
myths. Respondents were asked to indicate their opinions about each |
statement by choosing one of four possible responses ranging from g
"strongly disagree" to "strongly agree." Each survey response was
then assigned a numerical value ranging from one (indicating little
rape myth acceptance) to four (indicating high rape myth acceptance).
Total score values were determinedfor each subject. Individuals i
with scores ranging from 21 to 42 were determined to have low rape |
myth acceptance. Those with scores ranging from 43 to 62 were deter-
mined to have moderate rape myth acceptance. Those with scores
ranging from 63 to 84 were determined to have high rape myth acceptance. b |

A total of 167 surveys were analyzed. The mean score for the ‘
entire population was 39.77 (S.D. 6.69). A total of 111 respondents

had scores ranging from 21 to 42, indicating low rape myth acceptance.

The mean score for this group was 36.04 (S.D. 4.25). The remaining
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56 respondents had scores ranging from 43 to 62, indicating a moderate
level of rape myth acceptance. There were no respondents who scored
higher than 62; therefore, none of the subjects were identified as
having high rape myth accept;nce.

| Eight hybotheses relating to rape myth acceptance were included
in this research. The chi~-square test was used to analyze hypotheses
one through four. The Spearman rank order correlation was chosen

to examine the relationship between variables in hypotheses five
through eight. The results of each hypothesis will be addressed

separately.

Hypothesi; 1
There is no difference in level of rape myth acceptance among
college students based on gender. This hypothesis was rejected at
the .05 level of significance.
The chi-square test was utilized to determine whether there
was a significant difference in level of rape myth acceptance based
on the respondents' gender. Table 2 providés a summary of the results.
Table 2

Level of Rape Myth Acceptance Based on Gender

Level of Rape Myth Acceptance

Gender _ Low Moderate
Male? 29 28

FemaleP 82 28

Total 111 56

a, =57 Chi-square = 8.40434 (d.f. = 1)
- Significance = .0037

PE = 110 Critical Chi-square = 3.841




As Table 2 indicated, 28 of the males and 28 of the females
responding had scores indicating a moderate level of rape myth
acceptance. Twenty-nine male respondents had low rape myth accep—
tance scores, compared to 82 female respondents. The critical chi-
square value was 3.841 (d.f. = 1). The calculated chi-square value
(8.40435) indicated significance at the .0037 level (p. <.05).
Significant differences were found between male and femalé respon-
dents in their level of rape myth acceptance. Males showed a higher
level of rape myth acceptance than females. This is consistent with
other research assessing sex differences as they relate to attitudes
toward rape (Barnett 7 Field, 1977; Burt, 1980).

Several items revealed differences in beliefs between male and
female respondents (see Appendix H). For example, 43.8% of the males,
compared to 23.6% of the females, felt that "most males who rape
just can't successfully 'come on' to a woman" (item 19). Twelve
percent of the males, compared to 1.8% of the females, felt that
- a woman who was not beaten or bruised was probably not raped (item
20). Thirty-three percent of the males, compared to 7.2% of the
femlaes, believed that some women who are raped "probably secretly
enjoy it" (item 23). Twenty-one percent of the males, compared to
4.5% of the females, felt that if a woman was flirting and then
didn't want to engage in sexual activity, it would be "her fault
if he (male partnef) rapes her" (item 21).

Women in general seemed to have a better understanding of the

dynamicé and reality of rape. For example, 70% of the females, com-

pared to 43.9% of the males, believed that women's lifestyles would




- "change significantly" if rape were nonexistent (item 18). Only

4.5% of the females, compared to 19% of the males, agreed that "any
woman could successfully resist a rapist if she tried hard enough"
(item 2). Nearly 83% of the females, compared to 61.5% of the males,
believed one motive of rapists is to humiliate their victims. Ninety-
two bercent of the females felt that one motive of rapists is to
control their victims. Seventy-nine percent of the males concurred
with that statement. Less than 12% of the females, compared to 33.3%
of the males, believed that legitimizing prostituion would decrease
the number of rapes (item 7). Twenty percent of the females, compared
to 36.8% of the males, felt that a woman's prior sexual history should
be discussed in court when the rapist is on trial (item 28).

Hypothesis 2

There is no difference in level of rape myth acceptance among
college students based on type of residence hall living arrangement.
This hypothesis could not be rejected at the .05 level of significance.

The chi~square test was utilized to determine whether there
was a significant difference in level of rape myth acceptance based
on the respondents' resident hall 1living arrangement. Students
from eleven resident halls responded to the survey. One residént‘
hall (Angell) accommodated women only; the remaining halls were co—

educational. Table 3 provides.a breakdown of survey results.

41




42

Table 3
Level of Rape Myth Acceptance Based on

Residence Hall Living Arrangement

Residence Level of Rape Myth Acceptance
Hall | Low Moderate {
White 9 3 'Q
Reuter 9 2 .-J
Laux 10 4 4
Sanford 10 4 L

| Trowbridge 7 7 !
Baird 9 4 1
Coate 1 5 %Hj
Wentz 10 5 :ﬁ
Drake 10 2
Angell 17 9 |
Hutchinson o 9 11 ;;
Total 111 56 ?

Chi-square = 9.330 (d.f. = 10) gl

Significance = .5011
Critical chi-square = 18.307

The critical chi-square value was determined to be 18.307 (d.f. = i{
10). The calculated chi-square was 9.330 which was not significant
at the .05 level (p = .5011). No significant differences were found

among college students based on their type of residence hall living

arrangement.
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Further analysis combined all students living in coeducational
housing and compared these results with Angell Hall respondents.
Table 4 provides a summary of the results. Although a separate chi-
square analysis was not conducted on this data, an examination of
thg table reveals similar percentages of rape myth acceptance levels

between the two hall types. Thirty-three percent of residents in

coeducational halls had moderate rape myth acceptance levels. Thirty-
five percent of Angell Hall respondents had moderate rape myth acceptance
levels.

Table 4

Level of Rape Myth Acceptance Among

Coeducational Halls and a Hall Accommodating Only Women

i Residence Level of Rape Myth Acceptance
Tf Low Moderate
Coeducational® 94 (67%) 47 (33%)
Angell Hall® 17 (65%) 9 (35%)
3 Total 111 56

®n = 141

P = 26

Hypothesis 3

There is no difference in level of rape myth acceptance among
college students based on academic class level. This hypothesis

could not be rejected at the .05 level of significance.



The chi-square test was utilized to determine whether there

1.»-: a significant difference in level of rép‘e myth acceptance based
on the respondents' academic class level. Table 5 provides a summary
;6f the results. The critical chi-square value was 9.488 (d.f. = 4).
%The calculated chi-square was 1.58058, which was not significant at
;the .05 level (p. = .8123). No significant differences were noted’
¢in level of rape myth acceptance based on the respondents' academic
class level, therefore differences in levels of rape myth acceptance
%could not be attributed to class.

] Table 5

Level of Rape Myth Acceptance and

Respondents' Academic Class Level

Class n Level of Rape Myth Acceptance
Low | Moderate

Freshman 81 | 54 27

Sophomore 55 37 18

 Junior 17 12 5

} Senior 13 7 6

| Other 1 1 0

i (graduate)

| Total 167 111 56

Chi-square = 1.58058 (d.f. = 4)
| Significance = .8123

Critical chi-square = 9,488
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Hypothesis 4

There is no difference in level of rape myth acceptance among
college students based on the college in which they are enrolled.

This hypothesis could not be rejected at the .05 level of significance.

The chi-~square test was utilized to determine whether there
was a significant difference in level of rape myth acceptance based
on the coliege in which the respondents were enrolled. Table 6 pro-
vides a summary of the results. The critical chi-square value was
12.592 (d.f. = 6). The calculated chi-square was 10.63829, which
was not significant at the .05 level (p = .1002). No significant
differences were found among college students based on their college
of enrollment. bifferences in levels of rape myth acceptance could

not be attributed to college of enrollment.

Hypothesis 5 : ﬁ
There is no relétionship between the student's hometown community ‘ '
size and their level of rape myth acceptance. This hypothesis was
rejected at the .05 level of significance. 1
The Spearman rank order correlation was utilized to determine fmk
whether a relationship existed between the respondents' level of Py
rape myth acceptance and their hometown community size. Appendix I ;w‘
illustrates the relationship between the respondents' score on rape :
myth acceptance and their hometown community size. Computer analysis
provided a Spearman rho of -.1343 (N = 167), significant at the .042

level. A significant relationship was found between the respondents' 4

level of rape myth acceptance and their hometown community size. ii

The relationship was indicated in the negative direction. The smaller ﬁ
|
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the respondents' hometown community, the higher the level of rape

myth acceptance.

Table 6
Level of Rape Myth Acceptance and

Respondents' College of Enrollment

Level of Rape Myth Acceptance

College n Low Moderate f
Arts, Letters and 62 42 20 g
Science L
Health and Human 35 26 9 f&
Services f;
Business Admini- 29 18 | 11 E
stration ¥
G
Education 17 14 3 ﬁg
!.
Health, Physical 22 9 13 1%
Education and a
Recreation ‘ t
Graduate 1 1 0 2\
Other 1 1 0 1
| ol
Chi-square = 10.63829 (d.f. = 6) g |
Significance = .1002 %ki
Critical chi-square = 12.592 1
Hypothesis 6 “ H
iy s
There is no relationship between the students' age and their 1

level of rape myth acceptance. This hypothesis could not be rejected

at the .05 level of significance.
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The Spearman rank order correlation was utilized to determine
whether a relationship existed between the respondents' level of
rape myth acceptance and their age. Appendix I illustrates the
relationship between the students' ages and their rape myth accep—
tance scores. Computer analysis provided a Spearman rhd of .0299
(N = 167), which was significant at the .350 level. No statistical
significance was found.(p >«05). No relationship was found beween
the students' ages and their level of rape myth acceptance.

Hypothesis 7

There is no relationship between the students' acceptance of
interpersonal violence and their level of rape myth acceptance.
This hypothesis was rejected at the .05 level of significance.

Acceptance of Interpersonal Violence Score. Seven of the 36

statements were relating to interpersonal violence. Each of the
seven survey responses was assigned a numerical value ranging from
one (indicating little acceptance of interpersonal violence) to
four (indicating high acceptance of interpersonal violence) based
on the responses given. Total score values were then determined
for each subject. On a total possible score range from 7 to 28,
only 12 respondents (7%) had scores of 15 or above, with the highest
computed score being 18.

The Spearman rank order cdrrelation was utilized to determine
whether a relationship existed between the respondents' level of
rape myth acceptance and their acceptance of interpersonal violence
(see Appendix I). Computer analysis provided a Spearman rho of .2735

(N = 167), significant at the p <.001 level, indicating a strong




relationship between the respondents' acceptance of interpersonal
violence and their level of rape myth acceptance.

Nine respondents (5 males and 4 females) agreed that "husbands

are sometimes justified in hitting their wives" (item 3). However,
only one respondent (male) agreed that physical violence was some-

times a good way to "put women in their place" (item 13). Four re— I

spondents (3 males and 1 female) believed occasional physical violence ]

in the home was acceptable (item 16). Ten respondents considered 4

physical violence to be an acceptable method of expressing feelings
(item 26), and 23 respondents agreed that "the only way some men ﬁ@
or women will listen is if they get 'roughed up'." Only 33% of the
males, compared to 41.9% of the females, believed physical violence
was unacceptable under any circumstance (see Appendix H).

Hypothesis 8

There is no relationship between the students' personal exposure
to the topic of rape and their level of rape myth acceptance. This
hypothesis was rejected at the .05 level of significance.

Personal Exposure Score. Five questions were designed to measure

each subject's degree of exposure to the topic of rape. Responses

for three of the questions were assigned a numerical value ranging
from one (correlating with the "rarely or never" response) to four
(correlating with the "often" response). The remaining two questions
were assigned a value of one if the respondent indicated "no" and

a value of two if the respondent indicated "yes." The mean score

for the entire population was 8.2246 (S.D. 2.0824) on a total possible

score range of 5 to 16. The highest score calculated was 14.




The Spearman rank order correlation was utilized to determine
whether a relationship existed between the respondents' level of

personal exposure to the topic of rape and their level of rape myth

acceptance. Computer analysis provided a Spearman rho of -.1542

(N = 167), with a significance level of .023, indicating an inverse
relationship between the respondents' exposure to the topic of rape
and their level of rape myth acceptance (see Appendix I). The
greater the personal exposure to the topic of rape, the lower the

level of rape myth acceptance.

Additional Findings

A total of 63 respondents (38%) indicated they knew a rape victim.
Twenty—-two percent of these respondents (14) were male. Slightly
over one-quarter (26.5%) of the females who knew a rape victim lived
in Angell Hall. Table 7 provides a summary of the comparison of
respondents based on their knowledge of a rape victim and their
level of rape myth acceptance. The chi-square test was calculated
to determine whether there was a significant difference between re-
sponses based on knowledge of a rape victim. Results provided a
chi-square value of 9.52 (d.f. = 1). The critical chi-square value

was 3.84, indicating significance at the p <.0l1l level.
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Table 7

Level of Rape Myth Acceptance and Knowledge of a Rape Victim

Level of Rape Myth Acceptance
"Has anyone you known

been raped? n Low Moderate
Yes 63 51 (81%) 12 (19%)
No 104 60 (58%) 44 (48%)

Chi-square = 9.52 (d.f. = 1)
Significance = p <.01
Critical chi-square = 3.84

Two open ended statements were included in the questionnaire.
The statement, "I would describe a typical rapist as ...." was completed
by 99 females and 45 males. The most frequently used description by
both males and females (14 and 37 respectively) labeled the rapist
as mentally ill or sick. The second most frequent description (in-—
cluding 12 females and 7 males) acknowledged the rapist could be any-
one. Many indicated the rapist had emotional problems and needed help.
Some felt the rapist was sexually deprived or frustrated, while others
focused on the assailant's problems of violence, anger, and negative
attitudes toward women.

The statement, "I would describe a typical rape victim as eees"
was completed by 101 females and 50 males. Sixty-six females and
14 males concurred that anyone could be a rape victim. Several indi-
cated the victim was not alert or cautious, or was weak and vulnerable.

Others stated the victim was at the wrong place at the wrong time.




Summary

Of the 167 students responding, none indicated a high level of
rape myth acceptance. Thirty-three percent of the respondents were
identified as having moderate rape myth acceptance based on their
overall rape myth acceptance scores. Significant differences were
found in levels of rape myth acceptance in four areas: génder, home-
town community size, acceptance of interpersonal violence, and per-
sonal exposure to the topic of rape.

Respondents' gender was significant, with nearly half of the
males indicating a moderate level of rape myth acceptance compared to
one—quarter of the females. This is consistent with other research
investigating gender differences as they relate to attitudes toward
rape (Barnett & Field, 1977, and Burt, 1980). |

A relationship was found beween the students' hometown community
size and their level of rape myth acceptance. Students from smaller
communities tended to show higher rape myth acceptance.

Although few students indicated acceptance of interpersonal
violence, those who héd a higher acceptance score were more likely
to accept rape myths. This is consistent with other research (Burt,
1980) which shows a strong correlation between acceptance of inter-
personal violence and rape myths.

Finally, individuals who indicated greater personal exposure to
the topic of rape had lower levels of rape myth acceptance than those
who haa little personal exposure. Eighty-one percent of respondents
who reported they knew a rape victim had low rape myth acceptance,

compared to 58% of those who did not know a rape vicitm.
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No significant differences were found in the reamining four
areas examined. Statistical analysis revealed no differences in
levels of rape myth acceptance based on type of residence hall
living arrangement, academic class level, college of enrollment,

or age.

i
|
|
|
|
i
|




CHAPTER V

FINDINGS, DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The purpose of this study was to examine the attitudes of él

college students toward rape. Specifically, the level of rape myth

acceptance among college students living in residence halls was §?
examined. Possible differences in responses were analyzed based on i
the students' (a) age, (b) sex, (c) hometown community size, (d) fk
acceptance of interpersonal violence, (e) college of enrollment, |
(f) residence hall living arrangement, (g) academic class level,
and (h) personal exposure to the topic of rape.

A total of 289 students were sent anonymous surveys via inner
campus mail. The survey‘consisted of 36 statements, of which 21
assessed rape myth acceptance. Seven statements focused dn accep-
tance of interpersonal violence. The remaining items addressed
information relating to rape. Each survey response was assigned a
numerical value ranging from one to four. Total score values were

determined for each individual in the area of rape myth acceptance 'w

» i

1 and acceptance of interpersonal violence. Individual's degree of 4
personal exposure to the topic of rape was also examined. 4

W‘i

One hundred eleven respondents had rape myth acceptance scores i

ranging from 21 to 42, indicating low rape myth acceptance. Fifty-

{
|
{
A total 172 surveys were returned, of which 167 were analyzed. "»
|
six respondents had rape myth acceptance scores ranging from 43 ﬂ

to 62, indicating moderate rape myth acceptance. None of the
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respondents had scores indicating a high level of rape myth acceptance.

Findings

Nonparametric statistics were utilized in data analysis. Both
the chi-square test and the Spearman rank order correlation were

employed. The level of significance through this study was determined

at the .05 level. Analysis of the data resulted in the following
findings:

1. There was a significant difference in level of rape myth
acceptance among college students based on gender. Males showed
a higher level of rape myth acceptance than females.

2. There was no significant difference in level of rape myth
acceptance among college students based on type of residence hall
living arrangement.

3. There was no significant difference in level of rape myth
acceptance among college students based on academic class level.

'4. There was no significant difference in level of rape myth
acceptance among college students based on the college in which they
are enrolled.

5. There was a signficant relationship between the students’

hometown community size and their level of rape myth acceptance.

The smaller the respondent's hometown community, the higher the level

of rape myth acceptance. ' ﬂM@
6. There was no significant relationship between the students'

age and their level of rape myth acceptance.

7. There was a significant relationship between the students' B
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acceptance of interpersonal violence and their level of rape myth
acceptance. The greater the individual's acceptance of interpersonal
violence, the higher their level of rape myth acceptance.

8. There was a significant relationship between the students'
personal exposure to the topic of rape and their level of rape myth
acceptance. Those with less exposure to the topic of rape had higher

levels of rape myth acceptance.
Discussion

Rape is no longer a silent crime. However, the crime of rape,
which is defined in part as a sexual act (Uniform Crime Reports,
1984), continues to elicit a wide range of attitudes within our
society. Varying expectations about acceptable behavior in male-
female relationships effects how the rapist and the victim are per-
ceived by the public, as well as medical and legal professionals.

For example, most people would agree that a rape had occurred when

the assailant is a stranger who attacked and seriously ihjured the
victim in a public area or in her home. What is less clear is whether
an acquaintance who engages in sexually coersive behaviors to gain
sexual advantage can also be charged with rape. Even more ambiguous
is the issue of marital rape, with many states exempting a husband
from being charged with raping his wife.

The reasons for these ambiguities appear to center on the level
of society's acceptance of sex role stereotyping, objectification
of women as sexual objects, and proliferation of interperscnal violence

(Holmstrom & Burgess, 1983; Burt, 1980). Many men (and women) have
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been taught to believe that men have the right to obtain sexual re-
lations despite a woman's protest. Women, on the other hand, have
the responsibility to remain pure and "respectable" and are expected
to protect themselves at all costs against a possible assault. If
a rape occurs, it is often the woman who is seen as responsible for
the attack (Brownmiller, 1975; Clark & Lewis, 1977). In part because
of these attitudes, many women do not report when they are assaulted,
especially if the assault does not have the components of a “classical
rape" situation (Russell, 1984; Williams, 1984; Brownmiller, 1975).

Belief in rape myths is also related to the attitudes of rapists
themselves. Convicted rapists have been found to have a belief in
rape myths (Scully & Marolla, 1984). Similarities in levels of rape
myth acceptance are now being found between convicted rabists and
otherwise ordinary men who have admitted a proclivity toward coersive
sexual behaviors (Rapaport & Burkhart, 1984; Malamuth, 1981). 1In
addition, a strong relationship between rape myth acceptance and
acceptance of interpersonal violence is being identified (Burt, 1980).
Thus it appears that the manifestation of hostility toward women
and the combination of sexuality, violence and power are emerging
as the cultural background within which sexually coersive behaviors
are reinforced (Scully & Marolla, 1984; Rapaport & Burkhart, 1984;
Malamuth, 1981). For this reason, it is important to continue a
close examination of attitudes toward rape in our society.

It is interesting to find that no students participating in
this study had a high level of rape myth acceptance. It is also

interesting to note that very few respondents indicated an acceptance




of interpersonal violence. While one possibie explanation for these
findings is that those students responding had a greater awareness

of rape issues than those who did not return the survey, these
fingings may reflect an emerging change in society's attitudes toward
rape, sexuality, and violence. It is possible that increased infor-
mation and education relating to rape has had an impact on rape
attitudes. Indeed, the finding that students who had more exposure
to the topic of rape also had lower rape myth acceptance scores tends
to validate that explanation. Given the complex relationship between
societal attitudes and individual behavior, it is apparent that a
great need exists to alter the attitudes that perpetuate rape pro-

clivity in our culture.

Recommendations

Based on the results of this study, the following recommendations
are presented for future research:

1. A need exists to expand this research to include individuals
who are not in college to determine their prevailing attitudes toward
rape.

2. Although age was not a significant factor in this study, this
may be due to the narrow age range included in the research. Some
research suggests a relaﬁionship exists between attitude toward rape
and respondents' age (Jeffords & Dull, 1982). Therefore, future re-
séarch should include a wider range of age groups in their sample.

3. A closer examination of the relationship between an indi-

vidual's hometown community size and their level of rape my acceptance

57




should be made to determine the variables leading to this relationship.
4. Research needs to focus specifically on strategies for atti-
tudinal change to find the most effective methods of conveying accurate

information as it relates to rape, sexuality and violence.
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APPENDIX A

Letter to Residence Hall Directors




October 1, 1984

Dear Hall Director:

Enclosed you will find a survey dealing with attitudes toward
rape and physical violence. Approximately ten percent of the
students living in the residence halls have received this
survey and have been asked to respond.

I feel it is important that you, as hall director, are aware
of the atudy. However, in an attempt to ensure the maximum
number of honest responses, no one in the residence halls
was aware of the study prior to the mailing of the survey.
Approval to conduct the study has been granted through the
Houging Office by Richard Koehler and Ruth Kurinsky.

As indicated in the enclosed cover letter, responses to the
survey are confidential and anonymous. Individuals who

would like further information about rape are provided with

a list of available resources in the area. Specific questions
about the survey itself can be directed to me via the Health
Education Department.

You are not being asked to actively participate in the study
in any way. However, any support you may have the opportunity
to provide for this research is greatly appreciated.

Roxanne Price

63




APPENDIX B

Letter to Initial Panel Members

Y
i

:
i
§
ki

1
1
M




65

Dear

I am a graduate student at the University of VWisconsin - La Crosse in
the area of Health Education. For my research project I am hoping to
assess the attitudes of college students toward rape. Specifically,

I will be measuring the respondents' degree of rape myth acceptance.

To complete this study I have developed a survey which will enable me

to identify how frequantly the respondents are in agreement with various
rape myths.

As an individual directly involved with the problem of rape, your
assistance in evaluating the survey would be extremely helpful.

Some of the survey statements are written to reflect cultural myths.
Others repeesent factual statements regarding rape. I have also
included seven statements ( identified for this evaluation by an
asterisk ) intended to measure respondents' acceptance of interpersonal
violence. When completed, comparisons will be made on the basis of
respondents' (a) age, (b) sex, {c) home town community size, ‘\
(d) acceptance of interpersonal violence, (e) personal exposure to the
topic of rape, and (f) type of on campus housing arrangement. i

St e i i

May I ask you to take a few minutes of your time to examine each
statement in terms of its readability and content validity. I have
enclosed a copy of the survey statements coordinated with a rating
scale to simplify the evaluation process. ]
i

3 While developing the survey, I chose to utilize the word "rape'" rather
* than '"sexual assault" for two reasons. Sexual assault is a relatively
new term which may be unfamiliar to many students. Also, in order to :
assess the respondents' degree of rape myth acceptance, it appeared :
. necessary to utilize. the term most associatied with the cultural myths.
E If you have additional comments or suggestions regarding this issue,
please include these with your evaluation.

I realize how valuable your time is and greatly appreciate your comments

A self addressed and stamped envelop is enclosed for your conveaience. :
and suggestions.

Thank you again for your time and consideration. 'i

Sincerely,

Roxanne Price
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INVENTORY RATING SCALE'

DIRECTIONS: ZEnclosed 18 a 1list of statements regarding
rape myths. Please read each statement and use the rating
scale to the right to indicate its acceptability, based on
clarity and the degree to which it reflects a respondent's
attitude toward rape. Responses will be rated on a scale
from low to high rape myth acceptance, The survey has been
developed for use with college students.

The scale values are defined as follows:
1. NOT ACCEPTABLE: The item has no value as a statement

for meaguring the respondent's acceptance of rape
myths. :

2. SOMEWHAT ACCEPTABLE: The item has some value as a
statement for measuring the respondent’s acceptance
of rape myths. .

3. ACCEPTABLE: The item has value as a statement for
measuring the respondent's acceptance of rape myths.

4. VERY ACCEPTABLE: fThe item is very acceptable as a By
statement for measuring the respondent's acceptance i
of rape myths. v

5. INDISPENSABLE: The item is absolutely necessary as a
" ‘statement for measuring respondent's acceptance of
rape myths.

1The scale was de#eloped by Dr. Gary Gilmore for use in his
doctoral dissertation, The Development, Implementation, and
"Evaluation of a Family Health Education Program Incorporating

the Concept of Prevention, The Universily of Tennessee,
June 1974.




NOT SOMEWHAT VERY
ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE INDISPENSABLE

1 2 3 4 5

Please ]
Oircle Only One Cqmments

1. I think once a rapist has
been arrested, he will probably
be convicted. 12 3 4 5

2. I believe a woman could success-
fully resist a rapist if she
tried hard enough. 1 2 3 4 5

%3, I feel husbands are sometimes !
justified in hitting their
wives. 1 2 3 4 5

4. I think some women who report
a rape are just angry with the
men they accuse. 1 2 3 4 5

5. I believe rape victims should i
be able to put the experience
behind them relatively quickly. 1 2 3 4 5

6. I think a less attractive woman
is just as likely to be raped
as a more attractive woman. 1 2 3 4 5

7. In my opinion, if prostitution
were legalized, there would be
fewer rapes. 1.2 3 4 5

8. I feel most victims of rape
already had bad reputations. 2 3 4 5

9. In my opinion, some women deserve
to be raped. 1 2 3 4 5

10. I think very few reported rapes
ever result in a conviction. 1 2 3 4 5

11. I believe an older woman is
just as 1likely to be raped as
a younger woman. 1 2 3 4 5
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NOT SOMEWHAT VERY
ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE INDISPENSABLE
1 2 3 4 5
Please o
Circle Only One Comments
*12. I think the only way some
people will listen is if they
get "roughed up." 1 2 3 4 5 ‘
13. I feel some women falsely
report a rape to draw attention
to themselves. 1 2 3 4 5 _
*14, In my opinion, physical
violence is sometimes a good
way to "put women in their
place.”" 1 2 3 4 5
15. I believe any female could be
a rape victim. 1 2 3 4 5 }
16. I think it is impossible for
a man to be raped. 1 2 3 4 5

17. I think girls often say they
are raped so they won't get
in trouble with their parents
for not being home on time. 1 2 3 4 5
*18. I believe occasional physical
violence in the home is
normal. 1 2 3 4 5

19. 1 feel one motive of rapists
is to humiliate and control
their victims. 1 2 3 4 5

20. I think if rapes were suddenly
nonexistant, women's life-
styles would probably change
significantly. 1 2 3 4 5

21. 1 think most males who rape
Just can't successfully "come
on" to a woman. 1.2 3 4 5
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NOT SOMEWHAT VERY
ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE INDISPENSABLE
1 2 3 4 5
Please -
Comments

Circle Only One

22. In my opinion, a woman who was
not beaten or bruised was
probably not raped. 1.2 3 4 5

23. I feel if a woman has been
flirting with her partner and
then doesn't want to have sex
with him, it's her fault if '
he rapes her. 1 2 3 4 5

24. 1 belleve most rapists are
mentally ill. 1 2 3 4 5

25. 1 think some females who are
raped probably secretly
enjoyed it. 1 2 3 4 5

26. I think most rapists are resent-
ful toward women in general. , , 3 4 5

27. I think rape is primarily a
sexual outlet. 1 2 3 4 5

28, In my opinion, a victim's
prior sexual history should
be discussed in court when
the rapist is on trial, 12 3 4 5

#29, I feel physical violence i ' ’
acceptable. ‘ 1 2 3 4 5

30. I feel rapists should be
' severely prosecuted. 1.2 3 4 5

31. I believe women often say
'mo" when they really mean
yes," 1 2 3 4 5

32, I think a man who rapes once
: will probably rape again. 1 2 3 4 5
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NO® SOMEWHAT VERY
ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE INDISPENSABLE
1 2 3 4 5
Please
Circle Only One Comments

¥3%, In my opinion, the only time

physical violence is accept-

able is when a person is

defending him or her self. 1 2 3 4 5
44. 1 believe rape will always

occur -- it's a part of

human nature. 1 2
35. In my opinion, a wife should

be able to accuse her husband

of rape., 1 2 3

I feel a woman who has been
raped is less desirable to
other men, 1 2 3 4 5

36.

37. I think a woman who has been

raped would have a difficult

- time relating to other men. 1 2 3
*38,  In my opinion, physical violence

is unacceptable under any

~ circumstance, . 1 2 3
39, I think an average family man

could be a rapist. 1 2 3

———— i s et e
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Dear

Approximately three weeks ago you should have received a survey
evaluation relating to rape myths. At that time I asked for your
assistance in evaluating a series of statements to be included in

a survey measuring rape myth acceptance among college students:

When completed, the survey will enable me to identify how freguently
respondents are in agreement with various rape myths.

To date, I have not received your feedback in regard to the proposed
survey statements. I realize how valuable your time is. However,

I believe it is important to have input from a variety of professionals
in the field to ensure the survey's readability and content validity.
Ultimately, the value of the research results will depend on how
accurately the survey can assess attitudes toward rape.

Your assistance and comments are essential. Please reconsider and

take a few moments to examine each statement. I have enclosed a

copy Qf the survey statements with a rating scale for your convenience. ;
A self addressed and stamped envelop is also provided. \

“Phank you again for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

!t

Roxanne Price
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NOT SOMEWHAT VERY
ACCEPTABIE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE
1 2 3

ACCEPTABLE

75

INDISPENSABLE
5

To

2.

3..

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

Pleuss
Circle Only One

I think once a rapiast has been
arreated, he will be convicted. 1 2 3 4 5
I believe any womwan could

successfully resist a rapist if

she tried hard enough. 12 3 & 5

I feel husbands are sometimes
justified in hitting their
wives. 1.2 3 4 5

I think some women report a rape

that has not oceurred because

they are angry with the men they

accuse. 1. 2 3 4 5

I believe rape victims should
be able to quickly put the experience
behind them.

1 2 3 4 5
I think a leass attractive woman is
Just as likely to be raped as a
uore attractive woman. 12 3 4 5
In my opinion,- if-proatitution
were legalized, there would be
fewer rapes. 12 3 k5

1 feel mosat victims of rape already
had bad reputations.

12 3 4 5
In my opinion, sowme women deserve
to be rapsd. 1.2 3 b 5
I believe an older wonan is just
as likely to be raped as a Yyounger
wouman . _ 12 3 45

I think the only way some people
will listen is if they get
“roughed up." 12 3 45

Commenta




NOT SOMEWHAT VERY
ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE INDISPENSABLE
1 2 3 5
Please
Circle Only One Couments
12. I.feel some women falsely

13

k.

15.

16.

N 170

18.

19.

21.

report a rape to draw attention
to themselves.

In oy opinion, physical violénce
iz sometimes a good way to “put
women in their place.“

I believe any female could be
a rape victim.

I think it is impossible for
a man to be raped.

I think girls often say ‘they
are raped so they won't get in
trouble with their parents for

.not being home on time.

I believe occasionml physical
violence in the home is
acceptable.

I feel one motive of rapists is
to humiliate and control their
victims. )

I think if rapes were suddenly
nonexistant, women's lifestyles
would change significantly.

I think most males who rape
just can't succesasfully “come
on" to a woman.

In my opinion, a woman who was
not beaten or bruised was
Pprobably not raped.

I feel if a woman.has been
flirting with her partner and
then doesn't want to have amex
with him, it's her fault if
he rapes her.

-

2 3 45




NOT SOMEWHAT
ACCEPTABLE ACCEPIABLE ACCEPTABLE

1 2

VERY
ACCEPTABLE

3

77

INDISPENSABLE
5

23.

2k,

3.

32.

33

35

I believe most rapists are
mentally ill.

I think sowe females who are
raped probably secretly enjoy
it.

I think raps is primarily a
sexual outlet.

In wy opinion, a victim's prior
sexual history should be
discussed in court when the
rapist is on trial.

I feel physical violence is
acceptable.

I feel rapiats should be
severely prosecuted.

I believe women often say "no"
when they really mean "yes."

I think @ wan who rapes once
will probably rape again.

In my opinion, the only time
physical violence ia acceptable
is when a person is defending
himw or her self.

In wy opinion, it is possible
for a woman to be raped by her
husband.

I feel a woman who has been
raped is less desirable to other
wen when developing significant
relationships.

In my opinioﬁ. physical violence
is unacceptable under any
circunstance. :

I think an average family man
could be a rapist.

Please

Circle Only One

12 3 & 5

12 3 4 5
12 3 &k 5

Comments

S —p—————
D ———— —




APPENDIX F

Letter to Second Panel Members




August 28, 1984

Dear Dr. Sheils:

Last semester you had the opportunity to review my resesarch proposal
which dealt with the attitudes of college astudents toward rape.

I am now asking for sowe assistance in evaluating and refining ay survey
instrument. Enclosed please find an Inventory Rating Scale with -
accompanying statements reflecting rape myth acceptance. These statements
have already been exmmined by experts in the field of sexual assault;
content validity has been established. However, Dr. Peg Dosch and I
agree they may not have provided an accurate assessment of each statement
in terms of its specific research potential. In other words, are the
statements worded so they.would accurately reflect a reapondents i.
attitude toward rape?

As an individual with expertise in research design, your feedback would
be extremely helpful.

A Belf addressed and stamped eanvelop is enclosed for your convenience.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Roxanne Price
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October 1, 1984

Dear Student:

You are being asked to participate in a study which will examine
individual attitudes toward rape. Although increased attention has
been given to this topic in the past few years, little research has
been directed to the specific attitudes of college students living on
campus. As a graduate student and researcher in Health Education,
I.am interested in your opinions as they relate to rape and physical
violence. .

Your name has been randomly selected for inclusion in this study.
The enclosed survey can be completed by responding to each state-
ment based on your personal level of agreement or disagreement
with the statement., Please do not discuss these statements with
others before responding. It is important to know how you feel
about each statement. PLEASE BE ASSURED YOUR RESPONSES
WILL REMAIN STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL! Please do not sign your
name to any part of this survey. o

With increased awareness, the definition of "Rape" is expanding to
encompass various forms of behavior. For the purpose ol this study,
however, | am asking you to define rape in its more traditional
sense, namely as "sexual intercourse or penetration accomplished
without consent, through use or threat of force, coersion, or manip-
ulation." In addition you will notice a few statements referring to
physical violence. This is defined as nonsexual, interpersonal
behaviors ranging from punching, hitting, or klckmg to the threat
or use of weapons. These statements are not referring to violence
in sports, martial arts, or national defense strategies.

Your feedback is an essential part of this study. | realize your
time is valuable and appreciate the cooperation and assistance you
can give. Please return the completed survey in the envelope
provided to the Health Education Department Room 203, no later
than October 10, 1984, No postage is required if you utilize the
slot for "Campus Mail" in the main lobby of your residence hall.

If you have any questions, please call the Health Education Depart-
ment and | will get back to you as soon as possible.

Thank you again for your contribution to this study.

Roxanne Price
Researcher




82

STRONGLY STRONCLY
AGREE ACREE DISAGREE " DISAGREE
1 2 3 4

Circle Only One

1. | think once a rapist has been arrested, he will

be convicted. 1 2 3 [
2. 1 believe any woman could successfully resist a

rapist if she tried hard enough. 1. 72 3 4
3. | feel husbands are sometimes justified in hitting .

their wives. i 2 3 4

4. | think some women report a rape that has not
occured because they are angry with the man they
accuse. 1 2 3 4

5. |1 believe rape victims should be able to quickly

put the experience behind them. 1 2 3 4
6. 1 think a less attractive woman is just as likely to
be raped as a more attractive woman. 1 2 3 U]
7. In my opinion, if prostitution were legalized, there
would be fewer rapes. 1 2 3 4
8. 1 feel most victims of rape already had bad reputa-
tions. 1 2 3 ]
9. In my opinion, some women deserve to be raped. 1 2 3 Y
10. | believe an older woman is just as likely to be raped
as a younger woman. 1 2 3 ]
11. 1 think the only way some men or women will listen
is if they get "roughed up". 1 2 3 4
" 12. | feel some women falsely report a rape to draw
attention to themselves. 1 2 3 4

13. In my opinion, physical violence is sometimes a good

way to "put women in their place.” 1 2 3 !l
14. | believe any female could be a rape victim. 1 2 3 4
15. | think it is impossible for a man to be raped. 1 2 3 4
16. | believe occasional physical vioclence in the home

is acceptable. 1 2 3 4
17. | feel one motive of rapists is to humlhate their

victims. 1 2 3 4
18. | think if rapes were suddenly nonexistant, women's

lifestyles would change significantly. 1 2 3 4

19. 1 think most males who rape just can't successfully
“"come on" to a woman.




STRONGLY
AGREE AGREE DISAGREE
1 2 3

83

STRONGLY
DISAGREE

"

20.

21,

22.

23.

24,
25.

26.

27.

28.

29,

30.

31.

32.

33.

34,

35.

36.

In my opinion, a woman who was not beaten or
bruised was probably not raped.

| feel if a woman has been flirting with her casual
date and then doesn't want to have sex with him,
it's her fault if he rapes her.

I think one motive of rapists is to control their
victims.

| think some women who are raped probably
secretly enjoy it.

| believe most rapists are mentally ill.
| think rape is primarily a sexual outlet.

I feel physical violence is an acceptable method
of expressing feelings.

| feel rapists should be severely prosecuted.

In my opinion, a victim's prior sexual history -
should be discussed in court when the rapist

is on trial, ‘

| believe male rape most often occurs in prisons.

| believe women often say "no" to sex when they
really mean "yes".

I think a man who rapes once will probably rape
again.

| feel a woman who has been raped is less desir-
able to other men when developing significant
relationships.

In my opinion, physical violence is acceptable
when a person is defending him or her self.

| think it is possible for a wife to be raped by
her husband.

| think an average family man could be a rapist.

| believe physical violence is unacceptable under
any circumstance.

Circle Only One




DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

DIRECTIONS: Please place an "X" by the appropriate letter.

1. AGE: | 5. CURRENT HOUSING ARRANGEMENT :
a) 1 | a) ____ White Hall
by 18 b) __ Reuter Hall
c) -— 19 €) ____ Laux Hall
d) 20 : d) ____ Sanford Hall
e) _____'____ 21 e) _ Trowbridge Hall
fl____ 22 f) ____ Baird Hall
g) ____ 23 and over g) ___ Coate Hall
- 2. SEX: h) ____ Wentz Hall
» a) ____ Male i) Drake Hall
‘ , ~ b) ____ Female i) ___ Angell Hall
3. CLASS: k) ____ Hutchison Hall
a) . Freshman 6. HOMETOWN COMMUNITY SIZE:
b) ———— Sephomore a) Less than 10,000

€) ____ Junior b) 10,001 - 20, 000
d) . Senior c) 20,001 - S0, 000
e) __ Other (please specify) d) 50,001 - 100. 000

100,001 or more

4. COLLEGE CYRRENTLY ENROLLED IN: e)
' -a) College of Arts, Letters £ Science
b) School of Health € Human Services

c) ___ College of Business Administration
d) ... College of Education

e) College of Health, Physical Education
'~ and Recreation

f) Graduate Studies

g) Other (please specify)
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ADDITIONAL SURVEY INFORMATION
1. In general, how often would you say rape is a topic discussed in your classes
or other campus related events?
Rarely or A few Occasionally Often

Never Times

2. How often would you say rape is discussed when you are home with your parents

or family?
Rarely or A few Occasionallf ______Often
Never Times ‘

3. How often would you say rape is discussed among your friends and peers?

Rarely or A few Occasionally Often
Never Times }

4. Has anyone you know been raped?

Yes No

S. Have you been a rape victim?

Yes No

6. | would describe a typical Rapist as

7. | would describe a typical Rape Victim as

If you, or someone you know, would like to talk to someone about the topuc of RAPE,
the following resources are available in La Crosse:

UNIVERSITY of WISCONSIN - LA CROSSE COUNSELING & TESTING CENTER
_ 785-8073
= | FIRST CALL for HELP
= | 782-8010
NEW HORIZONS
784-6419




APPENDIX H

Item by Item Analysis Based on Gender




e L . .

ITEM -

1.

2.

6.

10.

1l.

Item by Item Analysis Based on Gender

I think once a rapist has been
arrested, he will be convicted.

I believe any woman could
successfully resist a rapist
if she tried hard enocugh.

I feel husbands are sometimes
justified in hitting their wives.

I think some women report a rape
that has not occurred because they
are angry with the man they accuse.

I believe rape victims should be
able to quickly put the exper-
ience behind them.

I think a less attractive woman
is just as likely to be raped
as a more attractive woman.

In my opinion, if prostitution
were legalized, there would be
fewer rapes.

I feel most victims of rape
already had bad reputations.

In my opinion, some women
deserve to be raped.

I believe an older woman is just
as likely to be raped as a younger
woman.

I think the only way some men or
women will listen is if they get
"roughed up."

87
Number of Respondents
Agree/ Disagree/
Strongly Strongly
Gender Agree Disagree
M 26 31
F 18 92
M 11 46
F 5 105
M 5 52
F 4 106
M 18 39
F 47 63
M 4 53
F 8 102
M 46 11
F 96 14
M 19 38
F 13 97
M 1 56
F 3 107
M 6 51
F 3 107
M 47 10
F 87 23
M 10 47
F 13 97
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Item by Item Analysis Based on Gender, continued

Number of Respondents

Agree/ Disagree/
Strongly Strongly
Gender Agree Disagree
ITEM
12. I feel some women falsely report M - 17 40
a rape to draw attention to F 36 74
themselves.
13. In my opinion, physical violence M 1 56
is sometimes a good way to "put F 0 110
women in their place."
l4. I believe any female could be a M 49 8
. rape victim. F 107 3
15. I think it is impossible for a M 11 46
man to be raped. F 20 90
;. 16. I believe occasional physical M 3 54
» | violence in the home is acceptable. F 1l 109
%; 5. 17. I feel one motive of rapists is to M 35 22
= | humiliate their victims. o F 91 19
18. I think if rapes were suddenly M 25 32
nonexistant, women's lifestyles F 77 33
would change significantly.
19. I think most males who rape just M 25 32
can't successfully "come on" to F 26 84
a woman.
20. In my opinion, a woman who was M 7 50
not beaten or bruised was probably F 2 108
not raped.
2l. I feel if a woman has been flirting M 12 45
with her casual date and then doesn't F 5 105
want to have sex with him, it's her
fault if he rapes her.
22. I think one motive of rapists is to M 45 12

control their victims. F 101 9
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Item by Item Analysis Based on Gender, continued

Number of Respondents

Agree/ Disagree/

Strongly Strongly

Gender Agree Disagree

ITEM

23. I think some women who are raped M 19 38
probably secretly enjoy it. F 8 102
24. T believe most rapists are mentally M 45 12
ill. F 82 28
25. I think rape is primarily a sexual M 30 27
outlet. F 37 72
26. I feel physical violence is an M 4 53

1 acceptable method of expressing F 6 104

; feelings.

4 27. I feel rapists should be severely M 52 5
1 prosecuted. F 103 7
% ;. 28. In my opinion, a victim's prior M 21 36
- sexual history should be dis- F 22 88
3 cussed in court when the rapist

is on trial.

29. I believe male rape most often M 8 49
occurs in prisons. F 12 98

30. I believe women often say "no" M 18 39
to sex when they really mean "yes." F 23 77

31. I think a man who rapes once will M 53 4
probably rape again. F 106 4

32. I feel a woman who has been raped M 22 35
is less desirable to other men F 34 76

- when developing significant
relationships.

33. In my opinion, physical violence M 54 3
is acceptable when a person F 103 7
is defending him or her self.

34. I think it is possible for a wife M 52 5

to be raped by her husband. F 106 4
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Item by Item Analysis Based on Gender, continued

Number of Respondents

Agree/ Disagree/
Strongly Strongly
Gender Agree Disagree
ITEM .,
35. I think an average family man M 50 7
could be a rapist. F 102 8
36. I believe physical violence is M 19 38

unacceptable under any circumstance. F 46 64
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APPENDIX I

Respondents' Rape Myth Acceptance,
Acceptance of Interpersonal Violence, Personal Exposure,

Hometown Community Size, and Age

Respondent Rape Myth Acceptance Personal Hometown Age

Acceptance of Interpersonal Exposure Community
Score Violence Score* SizeY*
Score**

1 36 9 10 c 23+

2 35 8 8 a 23+

3 35 15 10 a 18

4 38 9 9 a 18

5 51 12 9 a 19

6 36 10 ] b 18

7 52 16 5 a 18

8 42 18 6 4 20

9 41 13 8 a 18
10 35 9 7 a 18
11 39 9 5 a 18
12 28 -7 7 a 18
13 34 10 9 a 19
14 34 9 9 a 19
15 44 7 9 d 18
16 42 ’ 7 5 a 18
17 - 43 15 8 a 19
18 34 10 6 a 20
19 59 12 7 a 20
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APPENDIX I, continued
Respondent Rape Myth Acceptance Personal Hometown Age
Acceptance of Interpersonal Exposure Community
1 ] Score Violence Score* Size¥*
‘ Score**
20 45 11 6 o] 19
21 51 14 6 a 19
22 58 18 8 a 18
23 34 10 7 a 20
24 41 13 11 c 18
25 46 14 9 a 19
26 45 12 7 a 18
27 35 10 10 c 19
28 51 11 10 a 21
29 50 15 5 a 21
30 42 9 6 d 19
3l 28 10 .9 d 19
32 37 .12 7 c 19
33 41 14 7 c 21
34 41 11 -9 a 19
35 . 32 8 11 c 19
36 46 : 13 6 b 22
37 37 8 5 c 21
38 44 12 10 a 21
39 ‘ 3l 9 6 c 21
45 43 13 9 a 21

41 36 9 10 d 18
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APPENDIX I, continued

Respondent Rape Myth Acceptance Personal Hometown Age
Acceptance of Interpersonal Exposure Commnunity
Score Violence Score* SizeY*
Score**
42 35 11 7 a 1o
43 52 15 7 a 20
44 37 13 7 a 18
45 44 10 8 a 18
46 46 10 6 a 21
47 31 8 5 d 1€
48 43 S 7 a 19
49 24 7 9 c 19
50 44 | 14 10 c 19
51 46 12 7 c 19
52 36 10 5 a 18
53 42 13 .5 a 20
54 37 10 5 c 18
55 22 8 6 b 18
56 29 9 11 a | 17
57 39 9 7 a 19
58 52 9 5 c 18
59 30 10 10 e 20
60 35 8 12 a 20
6l 36 14 10 a 20

62 35 S 8 c 21
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Respondent Rape Myth Acceptance Personal Hometown Age
Acceptance of Interpersonal Exposure — Community
Score Violence Score* Size¥*
Score**
63 38 10 6 d 22
64 37 11 11 d 19
65 34 12 9 d 20
66 4 10 8 a 18
67 39 12 7 c 19
68 44 13 7 e 20
69 37 11 9 a 19
70 33 14 9 e} 20
71 | 29 11 8 b 18
72 40 9 ° d 18
73 42 9 11 c 18
74 40 11 8 d 20
75 49 15 9 c 18
76 34 14 8 a 19
77 26 10 8 a 18
78 27 10 14 c 18
79 52 10 7 b 21
80 41 12 7 b 18
81 44 12 9 e 20
82 41 12 7 a 19
83 39 11 6 b 19




APPENDIX I, continued

96

Respondent Rape Myth Acceptance Personal Age
Acceptance of Interpersonal Exposure Community
Score Violence Score*
Score**
84 51 13 6 19
85 38 13 7 21
86 40 8 13 18
87 43 15 9 20
88 47 10 10 19
89 41 10 8 18
90 40 10 9 19
91 37 10 9 19
92 46 11 11 19
93 33 10 14 19
94 33 9 10 20
95 37 9 8 17
96 44 8 11 19
97 48 10 12 18
98 39 12 8 19
99 46 16 8 18
100 43 9 7 18
101 43 8 11 18
102 40 8 8 18
103 39 11 11 18
104 34 11 S 20
105 30 10 11 18
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APPENDIX I, continued

Respondent Rape Myth Acceptance Personal Hometown Age
Acceptance of Interpersonal Exposure Community
Score Violence Score* SizeY*
Score**
106 43 13 9 b 18
107 44 12 10 b 18
108 42 12 12 c 18
109 38 10 9 d 19
110 44 12 5 a 20
111 41 10 13 a 18
112 37 11 12 b 20
113 38 9 11 a 19
114 36 10 7 b 20
115 46 10 8 a 19
116 44 7 9 a 20
117 32 12 7 a 20
) 118 49 13 5 a 19
| 119 31 10 12 c lg
120 50 11 5 a 18
121 53 11 6 c 22
122 29 10 5 d 19
123 33 10 10 a 19
124 - 31 7 7 a 18
125 45 8 9 a 18
126 35 9 8 e 18
127 39 10 6 c 18
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APPENDIX I, continued

Respondent Rape Myth Acceptance Personal Hometown Age
Acceptance of Interpersonal Exposure Community
Score Violence Score¥* SizeY*
Score**
128 37 10 8 d 18
129 47 12 6 a 18
130 26 10 8 e 18
131 46 11 10 b 18
132 43 10 5 b 18
133 30 : 9 6 a 21
134 43 10 S a 18
135 39 12 8 b 19
136 39 13 5 a i8
137 44 12 S a 1%
138 32 9 7 b 19
139 32 9 9 e 18
140 40 13 11 a 20
141 29 9 6 e 20
142 35 11 6 e} 19
143 53 16 7 d 19
144 45 11 7 a _ 18
145 32 10 8 d 18
146 . 39 10 5 a 18
147 47 16 8 a 18
148 36 11 8 a 18

149 52 14 10 a 19
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L APPENDIX I, continued
Respondent Rape Myth Acceptance Personal Hometown Age
Acceptance of Interpersonal Exposure Community
Score Violence Score* Size'*
Score**

150 42 9 6 " a 18

151 37 11 10 a 19

152 48 14 8 c 21

153 32 9 9 e 18

154 38 9 12 a 18

155 37 7 9 d 18

156 36 11 9 e 18

: 157 35. 6 11 b 18
L 158 - 49 10 12 b 19
| 159 48 7 5 a 19
y 160 39 S 8 b 20
lel 39 7 11 e 18

162 43 10 8 c 19

163 39 9 7 d 19

164 38 8 | 9 a - 19

165 42 10 12 b 18

166 40 10 8 a 20

167 41 10 12 d 19

y = Bometown Community Size: ﬁa)
b)

| (c)

g | (a)

¥ ' (e)

g *p < .05

**p < ,001

less than 10,000
10,001-20,000
20,001-~50,000
50,001-100,000
100,001 or more

o ononn




