
ABSTRACT 

PRICE1 Roxanne M, Rape myth acceptance among 
a population of college students. M.S. in 
Health Education1 1987. 99 pp. (Dr. Margaret Dosch) 

This research examined the level of rape myth acceptance among 
college students living in residence halls. A survey was developed 
and employed to assess possible differences in rape myth acceptance 
based on the respondents' age, sex; academic class level, college 
of enrollment, residence hall living arrangement1 hometown community 
size1 acceptance of interpersonal violence, and personal exposure 
to the topic of rape, A total of 289 surveys were distributed to 
students living in residence hall housing. Fifty seven males 
and 110 females returned wmpleted surveys. Rape myth acceptance 
scores were determined for each subject1 with total possible 
scores ranging from 21 to 62, Analysis of responses revealed 
111 respondents had low rape m y t h  acceptance. Fifty six respon- 
dents indicated a moderate level of rape myth acceptance. None 
of the respondents showed a high acceptance of rape myths. Scores 
reflecting acceptance of interpersonal violence were also determined1 
with 10 respondents indicating a high acceptance of interpersonal 
violence. 

The chi-square test revealed significant differences (p ~ 0 5 )  in 
level of rape myth acceptance based on gender, with males showing 
a higher acceptance of rape myths than females. No significant 
differences (p ~ 0 5 )  were noted among respondents based on type 
of residence hall living arrangement1 academic class level; or 
college of enrollment. The Spearman rank order correlation was 
employed to test the remaining null hypotheses; with significant 
relationships (pc.05) revealed in three areas. Both hometown 
community size and personal exposure to the topic of rape were 
inversely related to level of rape myth acceptance. Acceptance 
of interpersonal violence was positively related to level of rape 
myth acceptance (p <.001). No relationship was found between rape 
m y t h  acceptance and respondents' age. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In recent years, the crime of rape has received increased attention 

in our society, In the Uniform Crime Remrts (an annual analvsis of 

crime in America), The Federal Bureau of Investigation utilizes a 

standard definition of rape: the "carnal knowledge of a female 

forcibly and against her will" (uniform Crime Reports, 1984). This 

definition does not include males as potential rape victims. It does 

define rape as a violent form of sexual behavior. Unlike other crimes 

of violencer the act of rape calls to mind varying expectations con- / 

cerning male and female sexual behavior (5arnett & Field, 1977; Burt, 

1980). Considered a serious crime, rape goes beyond acceptable 

sexual behavior, And yet the definition of llacceptable behavior" 

varies from one individual to the next and is influenced by many 1 

factors (LaFree, 1980; Groth, 1979; Scully & Marolla, 1984). 

Prior to the 19701sr little research was available to describe 

the phenomenon of rape. As victims began to share their experiences 

within developing crisis centers throughout the country, it became 

apparent that research was needed to explore the attitudes and ex- 

pectations of-law enforcement, judiciary, and health professionals 

toward rape (Brownmiller, 1975; Hilberman, 1975; Gager & Schurr, 1976). 

Women not only felt victimized by their assailants; they perceived 

themselves as victims of the stereotypes held by the professionals to 

whom they had gone for help (~rownmiller, 1975). 



As researchers began examining the beliefs of these professionals, 

1975). If an actual rape did not fit the individual's stereotvrxs, 

the victim often was not believed (Beneke, 1982; Russell, 1975), 

and the assailant, if arrested, was rarely convicted (Clark & Lewis, 

1977 ; Gagar & Schurr , 1976 ; LaFree , 1980) . 
Although individual estimates vary, experts agree that rape 

remains an underreported crime (Uniform Crime Reports, 1984; U.S. 

Department of Justice, 1978). According to FBI crime statistics, 

there were 84,230 reported rapes in the United States in 1984. Between 

1969 and 1974 the number of reported rapes increased by 49% (Uniform 

Crime Reports, 1980). Prom 1975 to 1984, the rate of forcible rape 

increased by 50% (uniform Crime Reports, 1984). Conservative estimates 

indicate that only one out of every two rapes are ever reported to 

police. If this is true, at least 160,000 rapes may have been comitted 

in the year 1984 alone. Although the incidence of rape on college 

campuses is unknown, some professionals contend that rape is under- 

reported in university settings due to pressure from the victim's 

friends and acquaintances not to involve the police or cause further 1 
enharrassment to themselves (~arnett & Field, 1977). Despite the lack 1 
of accurate statistics, it is evident that ram is a serious crime in !w 

The primary purpose of this study was to examine the attitudes 

of college students toward rape. Specifically, the level of rape 



myth acceptance among students living in residence halls was examined. 

The researcher analyzed possible differences in responses based on 

the students1 (a) age1 (b) sexr (c) hometown comnunity size, (d) 

acceptance of interpersonal violence, (e) college of enrollment, 

( f ) residence hall living arrangement, (g ) academic class level, 

and (h) personal exposure to the topic of rape. 

Need for the Study 

The FBI estimates that if current trends continue, one out of 

four women will be the victim of rape in her lifetime (Uniform Crime 

Reports, 1980). This has far reaching implications. The woman 

victimized is not the only person affected by an assault: family, 

friendsr co-workers, and neighbors may find it difficult to under- 

stand the victim's intense feelings of helplessness, anger and fear 

(Grossman & Sutherland, 1983). Acceptance of rape myths may hinder 

a person's ability to provide support to the victim. Attitudes of 

professionals whose responsibilities include apprehending and con- 

victing the rapists may inadvertently excuse and provide for the 

continuation of abusive behavior toward women (Brownmiller, 1975; 

Gagar & Schurr, 1976). ~ssailants themselves show a higher accep- 

tance of rape myths than males who have not ccmnitted rape (Malamuth, 

Ongoing research is required to determine whether belief in rape 

myths continues to be a problem. In this study, the attitudes of a 

group of college students was examined. Since university staff have 

the unique opportunity to provide education regarding rape to a 







CHAPTER I1 1 

The purpose of this study was to identify the level of rape 

age, sex, hometown comity size, academic class level, college of 

enrollment, acceptance of interpersonal violence, and personal exposure 

to the topic of rape were examined. In this chapter research relating 

i 
I 
1 

to rape is discussed. Four major categories are included: (1) i 

Definitions, (2) Epidemiological Aspects, (3) Attitudes Toward Rape, 

and (4) Theories of Rarx. At the conclusion of the chapter a summary 

Definitions 

Uniform Crime Reports. By Uniform Crime Reports definition, forcible 

rape is described as "the carnal knowledge of a female forcibly and 

against her willw (Uniform Crime Reports, 1984). "Carnal knowledge" 

refers to sexual intercourse or penetration; "forciblyu refers to 

%' (~ilberman, 1976). Included are assaults or attempts to comit 

Each state may utilize its own definition of rape in state 

statutes. Many states specify whether husbands may be exluded from 





1977, although only 63,000 were in FBI statistics (~odabaugh & Austin, 

1981). Lewis and Clark (1977) estimates that only between one and 

four out of every ten rapes codtted are ever reported. 
, 

f 
Russell (1984) conducted a random survey of 930 adult women 

1 in 1978, utilizing extensive interviewing for data collection. 

Results of her study indicated that 44% (407) of those interviewed 
r 

i had been victims of rape or attempted rape as defined in the statutes. 
I * 

r' Only 66 women (less than one in twelve) reported the incident to the 

police. After making adjustments to exclude marital rapel none of 

t which were reported to the police, only one in ten nonmarital rape 

occurrences were reported to the police (Russelll 1984). 

In an attempt to better understand why some victims report their 

assault and others do notl a recent study was conducted by Williams 

(1984) to test the hypothesis that women are more likely to report 

a rape if their experience corresponds with the classic rape situa- 

tion. The "classic rape" was described as "a suddenl violent attack 

by a stranger in a deserted, public place, after which the victim is 

expected to provide evidence of the attack and of her active resis- 

tance" (p. 26). The sample consisted of 246 women who contacted the 

Seattle Rape Relief Center. One hundred forty-six women reported 

the assault to the police; the remaining 100 did not. Most of the 

women (81%) were 30 years of age or younger. Their assailants were 

estimated to be between 16 and 30 years of age in 71% of the cases. 

A,seventeen city survey conducted by the National Commission on 

the Causes and Prevention of Violence yielded similar results in re- 

gard to the victim-assailant relationship (~rownmiller, 1975). In 



34.5% of the cases, the victim and assailant had just met or were only 

slightly acquainted. The assailant was a friend in 10% of the cases, 

and was related in some way to the victim in another 10% (~illiams, 

1984). Consistent with other research (~rownmiller, 1985 and Lewis 

and Clark, 1977) the assault was most likely to occur in the victim's 

home (34.6%). Public areas accounted for 25.9% of the places where 
1 

the assault occurred. In 20% of the cases the assault occurred in 

Utilizing cross tabular analysis and the chi-square test of '3 

significance, William' general hypothesis that women are more likely 

to report a rape if it corresponds with a "classical rape" situation 

was supported., Women were most likely to report the crime if their 

homes were broken into or if they were attacked in their cars. They 

were least likely to remrt the assault if it occurred in a social j 

1 situation. In addition, those threatened with a weapon or subjected 
C 
F 
l 

to a high degree of force more often reported to the police, The 

ported the assault was the relationship that had previously been 

established with the assailant. This variable effected all other 

variables in the study. The more intimately the victim and assailant 

1 knew each other prior to the assault, threat of force, injury, or 

need for medical treatment were less likely, The victim was less 

likely to see herself as a true victim when there was little evidence 

that an actual assault had taken place (~illiams, 1984). 

Other reasons why rapes are not reported to the police may in- 

clude: (1) the victim's fear of her assailantr (2) embarrassment or 



by family and friends, and (4) fear of law enforcement, court harass- 

ment, or public embarrassment  a agar & Schurr, 1976; Hilberman, 1976; 

Schwendinger h Schwendinger, 1983). In addition, many reported rapes 
i i 

I 

may not have been reflected in FBI statistics due to (1) law enforce- I 
ment advising the victim against filing charges, (2) charges being ' 1 
dismissed due to lack of evidence or the defense attorney's unwilling- / 

4 

ness to prosecute, or (3) charges being reduced to a category that is 

easier to prove or as a part of a plea bargaining agreement (~rownmiller, 

1975 and Gagar & Schurr, 1976). 

As reported in the Uniform Crime Reports, (1984), 54% of the 

known rapes were cleared by arrest in 1984. Persons under the aqe 

As part of a two-year study conducted by the Battelle Law and 

Justice Study Center in Seattle, Washington, rape cases in two major 

jurisdictions were analyzed. A total of 635 rape complaints were 

reported. From these, 167 suspects were identified by the police, 

who charged 45 of the individuals. Ten of the suspects were subse- 

quently convicted of rape or attempted rape. Less than 2% of the 

total rapes reported resulted in a conviction (u.s. Department of 

Justice, March, 1978). 

Siplilarly, Galvin and Polk (1982) refer to a study by LaFree, 

in which the disposition of 881 reported rape cases were analyzed. 

Of those cases reported, 37% (328) led to an arrest. Of those 



arrested, 47% (153) resulted in a felony charge being filed. Once 

charges were filed, 82% (125) of the cases were prosecuted, with 

guilty pleas or convictions occurring in 104 cases. Twenty percent 

of those convicted received no jail or prison sentence. Of the 83 

individuals incarcerated, approximately half were sent to jail and 

half were sent to prison. In other words, less than 10% of the rapes 

reported resulted in a jail or prison sentence (Galvin & Polk, 1983). 

Attitudes Toward Rape 

1 Attitudes of Criminal Justice Personnel 
1 
R. f Many researchers believe that the attitudes of individuals in 

the judicial system effect the perception and subsequent handling 
p 

of rape cases (~rownmiller~ 1975; Lewis & Clark, 1977; Beneke, 1982). 

LaFree (1980) analyzed the variables affecting conditions in 

124 forcible rape cases in a midwestern city in 1970, 1973, and 1975, 

focusing on factors affecting guilty pleas, guilty verdicts, and 

conviction. Variables including (1) victim's moral character and 

conduct, (2) victim and defendant's social attributes, (3) character- 

istics of the incident, (4) victim-defendant relationship, (5) prior 

criminal record of defendant, and (6) amount of evidence available 

were examined. Multiple regression analysis was utilized to examine 

the data. 

Results indicated guilty pleas were more likely to occur when 

(1) the defense had little evidence, (2) the assaults involved less 

physical injury, and (3) the victim and defendant were previously 

acquainted. Verdicts were affected by the seriousness of the 





Attitudes of the Communitv lm - ---- --------- 

Victim Responsibility. A number of studies have focused on 

perceived victim responsibility. Calhoun, Selby, and Warring (1976) 

examined the social perception of a rape victim based on the sex 

of respondent, victim's history of rape, number of rapes in the area, 

and victim acquaintance with the rapist. The subjects consisted 
LY 

F of 64 women and 64 men enrolled in undergraduate psychology courses ! 
! 

I' in a southeastern university. Each individual was presented with 

i one of eight possible case history descriptions while watching a 

videotape of dramatizations of an interview with a rape victim. 

Subjects were then asked to rate the victim on a variety of factors, 

including the degree to which the rape was caused by her personality .j 

or behavior and the degree to which the rape was her fault. 

Results indicated male respondents believed the rape incident 4 

was caused to a greater degree by the victim's behavior and person- : / 
t ality than did female respondents. Male respondents were more likely 
i "1 I 

to perceive the woman as "the kind of wrson who would aet herself i 

into such a situationn (p. 523) and tended to wrceive the ram 

incident as the victim'a fault to a greater extent than the female ~ J I  :rl 
:;I 

respondents. In addition, the victim was seen as contributing more 1/ 
$ 

to the assault when she had experienced a previous rape than when , ;1 
1 

the incident was described as a first time occurrence ( ~ a l h n ~ ~ n ,  ~ e l h x r  8 J 

'Jones and Arneson (1973) tested the hypotheses that people will J 

attribute more fault in a crime to the social respectable victim I \ 
as compared to a victim perceived as less respectable. This was 







Four areas were considered in this study: (1) the level of 

responsibility assigned to the rape victim; (2) negative evaluation 

of rape and the assailant; (3) belief that sexual motive precipitate 

the act of rape; and (4) belief that power is the inherant motivation 

for rape, One hundred seventy-three undergraduate students enrolled 

(personal-Environmental-Causal Attribution ) Scale and an Attitude 

, Toward Rape Questionnaire (developed by Barnett and Fieldr 1977). 

Results indicated males perceived the rape victim more responsible 

than female respondents perceived them. While there was no significant 

difference between males and females in regard to their attributional 

orientation, differences were evident among the male subjects. Males 

who were more personal/internal in their attributional tendencies 

assigned more responsibility to the victim than those who were more 

environmental. No significant differences were noted in regard to 

the subjects1 impressions of rape or the motivational influences 
F 

involved in the crime. Relative agreement was expressed by the males 
I I 

f 
li 

g and females in their perception of sex or Power as motivational I: 

bility from the perspective of victim attractiveness, Seligman, Brickman t 

and Koulack (1977) examined the variables of physical attractiveness 

eight ,males and 48 females were approached in a university library 

and were randomly assigned one of six possible descriptions in an 

alleged newspaper article. After reading the article, subjects were 



asked to asnwer a short questionnaire indicating their reaction to 

the story. Results showed that Ivphysically attractive women who 
k 

i had been raped were thought to have been more likely rape victiw 

than plain looking victimsm (p, 560)- In additionr "the physically 

unattractive women (assumed to be the less likely rape victim) was j 

perceived somehow to have provoked the rape more than the 'at tractive 

woinan (assumed to be the more likely rape victim)" (p. 560). Although 

not statistically significant (p >.06) more males than females tended 

to perceive the victim as having somehow provoked the attack. No 

relationship was found between physical attractiveness and the likeli- 

hood of the crime occurring or the victim's responsibility when the 
I 

crime was a robbery or mugging, 

I Findings by Thornton and Ryckman (1983) further support the C 
f 

theory that unattractive victims were seen as contributing more to 

1' their assault than attractive victims. In this studyr the unattrac- 

tive victim was perceived as being more behaviorally and character- 

;' istically responsible for the assault and was believed to have presented 
1 

f 
a more provocative appearance than the more attractive victim, Male 

respondents were more likely to consider the rape to be the fault 

a of the victim than were female respondents. Victim attractiveness 

had no effect on the severity of punishment believed appropriate 

by the subjects. 

Rape M y t h  Acceptance. Barnett and Field (1977) specifically 
I 

examined perceptions of rape among college students based on gender, 

A twenty-five item Attitude Toward Rape Questionnaire was developed 

and randomly distributed to 400 undergraduate students at a large, 



LYLAVSLCIALY. .~WO nunured men and 200 women responded 

to the questionnaire. Over 80% were single, with mean ages of 21.3 

- - . - - -- -a CIwL -=ALL u~ LIIG W V I I I ~ ~ ~  agreea cnat "rape 

-- ..-AS S ~ ~ L C A ~ C  AII power over womenw (p. 95), while only 18% of 

the men concurred with the statement. Almost half (48%) of the males 

responding believed a basic motivation for rapists was a desire for 

sex. One-third of the f-1 nst I-P.Q-~A; rrrr 3 m - ~ h ~  - -2  - . . . ---- - - - -  a y r e w  W A C ~  mar: statement. 

Whan ifa+arm;n;mm -.L,LL,, --- _ .  ..-.-.. -.-b~LYu.LAI~~ WIICUI~L- or nor: a rape had occurred, 40% of the men, 

compared to 18% of the women, felt the major factor should be the 

woman's level of resistance. In addition, twice as many men as cow 

pared to women( 40% compared to 15%) agreed with the statement that 

a rape should be difficult to prove. The researchers also noted 

that a h t  one-third of the -m wnm---d-J tA7 2 - -  - - . . . .. . . 

---- UV u~~~ W-11 some goou to get rapedn (p. 96). Only 8% of 

the women agreed with that statement (Barnett & Field, 1977). 

I 

nsrcurrr ma brixxirt 11983) analyzed subjects1 perceptions of 

a rapist and rape victim based on the nhaervnrbe man=^- 
-&&:,---=-- E 

-W-U WWW, eexuaucy, and perceptions of the incident itself. 

Subjects included 72 male and 70 f-lo i i n ~ e m r = ~ * * = + n  -+..=--A- =---- 

- *-YS ~ ~ ~ u w e a c e r n  university. A personal data sheet, Attitudes 
;# 

Toward Women Scale, sexual opinion survey, Personal Impression Scale, 1 

social distance measure, and other questions were utilized to assess 

the variables. 

A 1 ~ , ~ ~ a ~ ~  50 perceptions or the rape victim, multiple regression ~ 4 '  

7 

analysis indicated that "degree of perceived carelessness and respon- ijl 
1 

sibility of the victim, negative attitudes towards woman, and belief ':I 





Attitude Toward Marital Elape,. Jeffords and Dull (1982) received 

lr300 questionnaires from adult Texas residents indicatins their 

attitude toward spousal imnunity in relation to forced sexual inter- 

course. A total of 35% of those responding indicated they would favor 

a law allowing a wife to accuse her husband of rape. Based on a step- 

wise regression analysis, sex, age, and race were the significant 

factors in determining attitude toward spousal imrmnity. Young, white 

females favored a law acknowledging marital rape in 62% of the cases, 

whereas only 14% of the older, nonwhite males favored such a law. In 

general, 45% of the females and only 25% of the males favored making 

marital rape a criminal offense. Sex of the respondent was the single 

most important predictor of the response. Age was also a strong pre- 

dictor/ with 45% of the individuals less than 40 years of age favoring 

a law against marital rape; of those over 40, 27% favored such a law. 

Age had a greater impact among women, with 59% of the younger women 

and 33% of the older women supporting the law, compared to 30% of 

the younger males and 22% of the older males. 

Theories 

Over the years, many different theories of rape have emerged. 

Rodabaugh and Austin (1981) describe the dynamics of rape as 

sumnarized from the book entitled Clinical Aspects of the Rapist, , 

by Ricwd Rada. According to Rada, any one of five rnajor dynamics 

may be at work when a rape occurs. The assault may be a defense 

against feelings of sexual inadequacy or dependency needs. There may 



be a displacement of hostility from the significant female in the 

assailant's life to the victim, The act nf -M - ~ r  I- -10-2 -- - - ---- --- -.L uuy - - a 
defense against homosexual wishes or to maintain social status with 

other men. ~inallyt the rape may be a symptom of a Umadonna-prostitute 

cornplex~~ with the assailant seeina t h ~  vi  rt + m =a = 2 6 6 4  1 - L ~ - - L  r-- 
- 

-r --- ----*a" uu u uG&rr- UUJCGL LVL - - -  - ------ 

his ambivalent sensual pleasure. 

Rodabaugh and Austin provided their own classification of rapists 

into one of five categories: (1) the psychotic rapist, (2) situational 

stress offenders, (3) rapists with masculine identity conflict, (4) 

sadistic rapists and (5) sociopathic offenders. The nqvrhn+ i r rani a* - - - -  - - - -  ---- =-a --..w*u .IUyLUL.I 

accounting for less than 10% of the rapists, engaged in bizarre, 

violent, and terrifying acts. The situational-stress rapist has 

had no history of violence but has recently experienced a series 

of crises. Offenders with an actual or perceived deficiency in their 

masculine roles fit into the category of the masculine identity con- 

flict rapist. Their assaults are usuallv n l a n n d :  9nrr;nn i - h f i ; ~  - -  - A =--...--, -VLwI..y L.aaSz4.L. 

victims into submission is a key characteristic. The sadistic rapist 

comprises only a small percentage of the offenders. Their arent~st 3 
- a-------  

satisfaction comes from their ritualistic degradation of women. 

Usually the offender has a history of perversion. The final classi- i 

fication, the sociopathic rapist, comprises between 30% and 40% of , 
P v 

' 0 . 4  

2 t* 

the assailants. These offenders are impulsive and exhibit manifesta- ' 14 

tions of general antisocial behavior (Rodabaugh & Austin, 1981). I 
Hilberman (1976) refers to the indepth study published by Amir I 

I 

(1971) which examined the sociocultural conte~t nF ram t.7; i-h = o-m-1 
1 

- - -  - ----- -- -------a- VL L U ~  W . L L . A A  CL t 9 C U l l ~ - L C  

including 646 rape victims and 1292 rape offenders. Unlike the 



I 

their mothersr" Amir suggests that rapists often appear psychiatrically 

normal (p. 5). He noted the offenders tended to have criminal records 

involving crimes against the person which were often committed with 

were also unable to easily label rapists as mentally ill. Rather, 1a 

[ (p. 134) , and gtremarkably similar to the average heterosexual male" la 

Expanding on past research (~roth 1 Burgess & Holmstrom~ 1977 ) 

i a clinical study involving 500 convicted sex offenders. One-third 
r, 

of the assailants were married and sexually active with their wives; 

relations with other persons at the time of the offense. Groth de- 

scribes the average rapist as a man with 

I 

serious psychological difficulties which handicap him in 
his relationship to other people and which he discharges1 
when he is under stress, through sexual acting out. His 
most prominent defect is the absence of any close, emotionally 
intimate relationship with other personsr male or female. 
He shows little capacity for warmth1 trust, compassionr or 
empathyr and his relationships with others are devoid of 
mutuality, reciprocity and a genuine sense of sharing. (p. 6) 

Groth found, based on extensive interviews, that rape was not 

motivated by the need for a sexual outlet.' Ratherr he divided rapes 6 
into three categories (anger, power or sadistic rape), depending on I 

! L 

the characteristics and motivations surrounding the assault. Anger 

I rape comprised 40% of his study population, although Groth hypothesized 



this percentage may be higher than found in the general population due 

to the likelihood of corroborating evidence and resulting increased 
t 

convictions, Anger rape is described as a means of expressins mnt 

studied. Sadistic rape is described as the "sexual transformation 

of anger and power so that aggression itself becomes eroticizedU1 

(p. 4 4 ,  and is characterized by the intentional maltreatment of 

the victim, The assailant finds gratification in the torment and 

anguish,of the victim. Victims of this type of assault, if they 

survive, usually require long-term counseling and may never fully 

recover from the terror and horror they experienced, 



Societal Influences 

Various feminist authors (Brownmillerl 1975: Russelll 1982# 

rr-; Grlrrln4 L Y ~ J  concena cnac rape is an expression 01 male 

dominance over women, reinforced in numerous ways in our societal 

structure. Rather than viewing rape as an individual problem in 

e which devient men express their sexual aberrations, these theorists 

contend that sexual aggressiveness encompasses a wide range of be- 

haviors, all of which are rooted in sexual stereotypes and misogynous 

(having hatred toward women) forces within our society. 

Historically, Clark and Lewis (1977) describe how women have 

been perceived not as an equal partner, but as a form of property, 

in the charge of their fathers until a suitable economic transaction 1 

i 

i occurred and the woman was married off. Rape, under Anglo-Saxon 
t 
/I law, was regarded as an offense against property rather than an 

assault against the woman. 

If a woman was raped, a sum was paid to either her husband 
or father, depending on who still exercised rights of ownership 
over her, and the exact amount of cmpensation depended 
on the wornan's economic wsition and her desirabilitv as an 
object of an exclusive sexual relationship ( pp. 115.116) . 

Although these laws are no longer in effect, prevailing attitudes 

about women may still be contributing toward a society's perception 

Scully and Marolla (1984) interviewed 114 incarcerated rapists 

to determine how they interpreted their actions. Those who admitted 

their behavior tended to excuse their actions by claiming the use 

of alcohol or drugs or emotional problems. Many indicated they had 

been involved in an upsetting problem prior to the assault. The 



deniers1 accounts reflected personal value systems which allowed 

for their actions. They viewed sex as a "male entitlement" and per- 

ceived their victims as having been either sductive and secretly 

enjoying it or somehow deserving of the rape. The researchers con- 

clude that the rapists1 justifications and excuses are strengthed by 

the cultural view of women as sexual coJrmoditiesr de- " 

humanized and devoid of autonomy and dignity. In this 
sense, the sexual objectification of women must be under- 
stood as an important factor contributing to an environment 
that trivializesr neutralizes4 andr perhapsr facilitates 
rape (p. 542). 

Ordinary Men. Research data employed to formulate theories on 

rape behavior which have just been analyzed utilized informtion from 

convicted rapists. Other researchers have expanded their focus to 

examine possible sexual coercive behaviors in the general populationr 

most of whom may never come to the attention of the law enforcement 

agencies. 

Rapport and Burkhart (1984) conducted research utilizing 190 

college males to determine their degree of sexual coercive behaviors. 

Various surveys and measurements were administered to analyze predic- 

tive variables. Included were the Responsibilityr Socialization and 

-thy scales from the California Psychological Inventoryr scales 

measuring the dimensions of sex roles by Burt (1980)/ an Endorsement 

of Force Scale, and a Coercive Sexuality Scale. Results indicated 28% 

of the males sampled reported having used at least one coercive method 

(ranging from ignoring a wanan's protests to physically restraining 

her) during sexual encounters. Fifteen percent of the subjects indi- 

cated they had forced a woman to have intercourse in the past. Twelve 



percenr aarmccea to "physi~ally restraining a woman to gain sexual 

advantagen (p. 218). Ollly 38% of the men sampled denied use of 

coercive behaviors. Significant attitudinal predictors relating to 

use of aggression in a sexual context included (1) viewing women as 

manipulative and nontrustworthy, (2) legitimizing the use of force 

in obtaining gratification, and (3) defining certain sexual situations 

as warranting force. Personality characteristics which were useful 

in predicting sexually coercive behaviors included immaturitv. irre- 
i- ---- 

sponsibility, and a lack of social conscience. 

Data froin the research of Loss and Oros was discussed by Malamuth 

(1981). In an attempt to identify hidden cases of rape, Loss and Oros 

- 9  - - - 
couectea anonpus self-report surveys from 3,862 college students 

and found that 23% of the males admitted being in a situation in 

which they engaged in sexual intercourse even though the w a ~ n  didn't 

L L- ----I--. - 1 - - - 1 -  - 0  . . . - -  
w a r L  LW parricipare. mgnt percent of the women reported that some :a 
degree of physical force had been used to coerce them into sexual 

relations. Three percent of the men reported using force to coerce 

their partner into sexual intercourse. 

A three part study was completed by Malamuth (1981) to identify 

individuals with a proclivity toward rape. A literature review was 
8, l 

first conducted "to identify responses that distinguished convicted I 1 
1 

rapists from the general population" (p. 138). Results of the re- 

view indicated rapists showed a greater acceptance of rape myths and - 

a relqtively high sexual arousal to rape depiction compared to the 
.. - a  I 

general population. A sample of 104 college students were then asked - - 

how likely they would be to rape if they were assured of not being 



caught. Comparisons were made between males who indicated a high 

hood of raping and those with a lower likelihood of raping, 

utilizing characteristics already identified in the literature review. 
i 

! Results indicated that men who showed a higher likelihood of raping 

"were more similar to convicted rapists both in beliefs in rape myths 

and in sexual arousal to rape depictionsu (p. 138). Finally, the 

relationship between likelihood of raping reports and aggressive 

behavior were examined. When placed in a laboratory setting to 

assess level of aggression towards women, it would found that males 

who indicated a higher likelihood of raping also showed greater 

aggression toward women. 

Other Cultures. Sanday (1981 ) provided a socio-cul tural analysis 

of rape in her examination of rape in a variety of tribal societies. 

One hundred fifty-six cultures spanning a wide time range were analyzed 

with results indicating that rape is not universally present in all 

societies. Rather, 47% of the socieites studied were classified 

as rape free, where rape was either absent or rare. In 35% of the 

cultures, rape was present and Itnot atypicalw; the remaining 18% of 

the cultures were labeled as rape prone. These results are compared 

with results by Broude and Greene (1976) who identified 41% of the 

34 societies analyzed as experiencing rape. In 24% of these societies 

rape was absent. 

Sanday (1981) also examined the role of food supply and popula- 

tion needs. When an imbalance was perceived within society, men 

were accorded greater prestige and women 

are perceived as objects to be controlled as men struggle 
to retain or to gain control of their environment. Behaviors 



and attitudes prevail that separate the sexes and force 1 
violence is one of the ways in which men remind themselves 
that they are superior. As such4 rape is part of a broader 
struggle for control in the face of difficult circumstances. 
Where men are in W n y  with their environment4 rape is 
usually absent ( p. 25 ) . 
Referring specifically to Western culturer Clark and Lewis (1977) , 

1 

L concur with Sandayts interpretation. They state, 

relationships of dependency and owne?shipj and very often 
they involve some kind of trade-off, calculation or coercion . . . 
that pervades our entire culture. It is an inescapable byprodkt 
of a system in which sexual relationships are also power re- 
lationships, in which female sexuality is a coamodity, and in 
which some men have no source of power except physical force 

a wide range of issues. The nurnber of rapes occurring each year is 

significantj with a large percentage never being reported. societal 

part determines whether or not an offender is prosecuted and convicted. 

Perhaps even more disturbing is the effect of societal attitudes of 

does not hold up in the literature. Rather, we find that there often 

are no pronounced differences between rapists and the average man. 

As Burt (1980) gravely states, rape is "the logical and psychological 

extension of a dominant-submissivej competitive4 sex role stereotyped 

culturew (p. 229). It appears that radical changes need to be made in 

the ideology and basic social structure of our society if we are ever 

going to effectively reduce or eliminate rape (Holmstrom & Burgessr 1983). 



CHAPTER I11 

METHODOLOGY 

This study was designed to identify the level of rape myth accep 

tance among a population of college students. In addition, a com- 

parison of myth acceptance was made based on the respondent's ager 

sex, hometown cormunity sizel classr college enrolled in, acceptance 

of interpersonal violencer and personal exposure to the topic of 

rape. In order to address the methodology employed in conducting 

this research, the following areas are considered: (1) Subject 

Selection; (2) Development of Instcumentation; (3) Data Collection; 

and (4) Data Analysis. 

Subject Selection 
I , .  

The university selected for this study is located in the mid- 

western cormunity of La Crosser Wisconsin. The most recent censusr 

conducted in 1980r indicated La Crosse had a population of 48/347. 

During the fall semester of the 19844985 academic yearr when this 

research was conducted, there were g1110 students enrolled at the 

university. Of these, 2,836 resided in the eleven residence halls 

located on campus. Nearly all of the residence halls are coeducational. 

Angel1 Hallr with 370 students, accommodates women only. 

A clustered random listing of male and female students was ob- 

tained from the Computer Center on Campus. A total of 289 studentsr 

or 10% of individuals living in each dormitory, was identified as the 



research sample. Permission to contact hall residents was obtained 

from the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse Housing Office personnel. 

Individual hall directors were made aware of the study at the time 

the survey was distributed. Directors were given a letter briefly 

explaining the study's existence (see Appendix A), with a copy of 

the s w e y  included for their review. 

Develorrnent of Instrumentation 

Statements for inclusion in the survey were developed by the 

researcher following extensive literature review (~arnett & Field, 

1977; Jef fords & Dull 1982; and Thornton, Robbins & Johnson, 1981 ) . 
A questionnaire developed by Burt (1980) provided guidelines for 

many of the statements. A Likert type scale (Tuckman, 1980) was 

chosen for this study. Scores ranged from one to four points for 

each statement. Statements reflecting rape myths were scored from 

one point for ustrongly disagree" to four points for "strongly agree." 

Statements not reflecting rape myths were scored from one point for 

"strongly agreeB' to four points for "strongly disagree." The same 

scale was utilized for statements designed to identify acceptance 

of physical violence. 

To assure content validityr a panel of experts was selected 

to evaluate the initial survey statements. Between May and July 

of 1984 a total of twelve individuals working with sexual assault 

victimq and/or offenders were contacted to assist in the development 

of the research instrument. Letters were sent to each agency identi- 

fying the purpose of the study and asking for assistance in evaluating 



each survey statement (see Appendix B). A total of 39 statements 

were coordinated with a rating scale by which each member would rate 

the statement from a score of one (indicating unacceptability) to 

five (indicating the statement was indispensable). The rating scale 

i utilized was developed by Gilmore (1974) and ada~ted for use in this 

received after two weeks, a follow-up letter was mailed to the 

member (see Appendix D) along with another rating scale. I I k. 
' I 

A total of five responses were returned to the researcher. Of 

these, two responders utilized the rating scale in addition to pro- 

camnented on the survey in general and critiqued specific statements. 

Average scores were tabulated for each statement. Statements with 

a score below 3.00 were eliminated from the survey. In addition, 

some statements were reworded based on panel members' coments. 

Following these revisions, 35 statements remained (see Appendix E). 

A second panel was then utilized to more specifically examine 

each statement based on its "research potential." Four panel members 

were chosen based on their expertise in research design. An explana- 

tion of the study and need for their feedback was provided in the 

coordinated with the rating scale developed by Gilmore (1974). Two 4 .+ 
of the four evaluators utilized this scale. The remaining two panel I 

m r s  provided general comments and identified specific statements 
1 

1 

in need of clarification. Average scores were determined for each + 
1 
f 

statement. Although two statements had scores of less than 3.00, 



ccrrmittee members agreed to their inclusion in the final survey. 

I Other statements were revisedr expanded# or deleted based on comwnts 
1 
L The final survey instrument was composed of 36 statements. 
F 
-Twenty-one statements were directly related to rape myths. Seven 

statements focused on acceptance of physical violence. The remaining 

eight items, although not directly reflecting rape mythsr dealt with 

specific attitudesr opinions, and knowledge about rape. In additionr 

the final survey included demographic information and information 

meant to determine the respondents1 personal exposure to the topic 

of rape (see Appendix G for the complete survey packet). 

Data Collection 

Mailing labels for each student in the sample were provided by 

the Computer Center. A total of 289 surveys were distributed through 

inner campus mail. A cover letter was sent with each survey asking 

for the students8 responses to each statement. The importance of 

honest responses was stressed. Subjects were assured of confiden- 

tiality. For purposes of clarification the definitions of "rape" 

and "physical violencet' were provided. Respondents were asked to 

utilize the enclosed return envelope via the campus mail service. 

Statistical Treatment of Data 

TuclaMn (1978) and Loether & McTavish (1974) indicate the chi- 

square test can be utilized to determine significant differences 

between nominal level data. For purposes of this research, the chi- 



square statistic was used to determine if a significant difference 

existed between the studentsu level of rape myth acceptance and the 

students' gender (hypothesis 1 ) ~  academic class level (hypothesis 

3) ,  college of enrollment (hypothesis 4) and type of residence hall 

living arrangement (hypothesis 2). 

For hypotheses five through eight, the Spearman rank order 

correlation was employed. Defined by Loether & McTavish (1974) as 

"a measure of association for ordinal variables based on the difference 

between ranksn (p. 232)r this statistic determines whether a relation- 

ship exists between two sets of ordinal data (Tuckman, 1978). In 

this study, the relationship between the respondents' rape myth 

acceptance and their age (hypothesis 6)r hometown comaunity size 

(hypothesis 5) , acceptance of interpersonal violence (hypothesis 7 ) , 
and their personal exposure to the topic of rape (hypothesis 8) was 

examined. The researcher utilized the Computer Center at the Univer- 

sity of  isc cons in-La Crosse to tabulate and analyze the data. 



CHAPTER IV 

RESULTS AND SUMMARY 

The purpose of this study was to identify the level of rape 

myth acceptance among a population of college students. A comparison 

of myth acceptance was made based on the respondents1 ager sexr home- 

town conmiunity sizer academic class level, college of enrollmentr 

residence hall living arrangementr acceptance of interpersonal violencer 

and personal exposure to the topic of rape. Subjects were asked to 

complete and return a questionnaire designed to determine the respon- 

dents' level of rape myth acceptance, acceptance of interpersonal 

violencer and level of personal exposure to the topic of rape. The 

results of this research are divided into three sections. The first 

section examines the demographic data reflected in the returned surveys. 

The second segxnent discusses the results of the hypotheses being 

tested, The third and final section addresses additional findings. 

Subjects 

A total of 289 surveys were distributed to students living in 

resident hall housing. One hundred seventy-two students returned 

the survey. Due to incomplete responsesr five surveys could not 

be included in the final analysis. Thereforer 167 surveysr indicating 

a 57.8% response rate, were utilized in the final data analysis. 

35 



ing two respondents (1.2%) indicated they were 23 years of age or 

older. 

Sex - 
Over twice as many females (66%) returned the survev as com~ared :I 

to the males (34%). A total of 57 respondents indicated they were 

male. One hundred ten survey respondents were female. 

Academic Class Level 

Nearly half of the respondents (48.5%, or 81 subjects) identified 

themselves as freshmen. Fifty-five individuals (32.9%) indicated 

they were sophomores. Juniors comprised 10.1% (17) of the respon- 

dents. Thirteen resmndents (7.7%) were seniors, One remainina 

!Jho respondents (1.2%) were 17 years of age. Most of the re- 

spondents (67, or 41.3%) were 18 years of age. The second largest 

group (those 19 years of age) consisted of 53 respondents and re- 

flected 31.7% of the surveys. Twenty-five respondents (15%) were 

20 years of age. Twelve respondents, reflecting 7.1% of the total, 

were 21 years of age. Four individuals (2.4%) were 22. The remain- 

4 
- - -  ..---- 

- 
-- - - -- - - ---- - ---------- 1 

survey was self identified as "other." A 

Colleae of Enrollment 

Thirty-seven percent (62) of the respondents were enrolled in 

the College of Arts, Letters & Science. Thirty-five respondents 

(20.9%) were enrolled in the School of Health and Human Services. 

Twenty-nine individuals (17.3%) were enrolled in the College of 

~usiness ~drninistration. The next largest enrollment was in the 

College of Health, Physical Education and Recreation, with 22 





Hometown Cornunity 

Seventy-five respondents (45%) indicated their hometown comnunity 

size was less than 10cOOO in population. Thirteen percent (22) identi- 

fied their comrmnity size as 101001 - 20,000. Another 13% (22) indi- 

cated their hometown comaunity was between 20,001 and 501000. Thirty- 

two respondents (19%) indicated their hometown had a population of 

between 501001 and 100,000. The smallest group, with 9.6%, or 16 

subjectsc indicated a hometown comnunity of over 100,001. 

Results 

Rape Myth Acceptance Score 

Twenty-one of the 36 survey statements were relating to rape 

myths. Respondents were asked to indicate their opinions about each 

statement by choosing one of four possible responses ranging from 

"strongly disagree" to "strongly agree." Each survey response was 

then assigned a numerical value ranging from one (indicating little 

rape myth acceptance) to four (indicating high rape myth acceptance). 

Total score values were determindfor each subject. Individuals 

with scores ranging from 21 to 42 were determined to have low rape 

myth acceptance. Those with scores ranging from 43 to 62 were deter- 

mined to have moderate rape myth acceptance. Those with scores 

ranging from 63 to 84 were determined to have high rape myth acceptance. 

A total of 167 surveys were analyzed. The mean score for the 

entire population was 39.77 (S.D. 6.69). A total of 111 respondents 

had scores ranging from 21 to 42, indicating low rape myth acceptance. 

The mean score for this group was 36.04 (s.D. 4.25). The remaining 





As Table 2 indicated/ 28 of the males and 28 of the females 

responding had scores indicating a moderate level of rape myth 

acceptance. Twenty-nine male respondents had low rape myth accep 
; 
, tance scores, compared to 82 female respondents. The critical chi- 

square value was 3.841 (d.f. = 1). The calculated chi-square value 

(8.40435) indicated significance at the -0037 level (p. 5.05). 

Significant differences were found between male and female respon- 

dents in their level of rape myth acceptance. Males showed a higher 

level of rape myth acceptance than females. This is consistent with 

other research assessing sex differences as they relate to attitudes 

toward rape (Barnett 7 Field, 1977; Burt, 1980). 

Several items revealed differences in beliefs between male and 

female respondents (see Appendix 8 ) .  For example, 43.8% of the males, 

compared to 23.6% of the females, felt that "most males who rape 

just can't successfully 'come on' to a woman" (item 19). Twelve 

percent of the males, compared to 1.8% of the femalesr felt that 

a woman who was not beaten or bruised was probably not raped (item 

20). Thirty-three percent of the males, compared to 7.2% of the 

femlaes, believed that some women who are raped "probably secretly 

enjoy it" (item 23). Twenty-one percent of the males, compared to 

4.5% of the females, felt that if a woman was flirting and then 

didn't want to engage in sexual activity, it would be "her fault 

if he (male partner) rapes her" (item 21). 

Women in general seemed to have a better understanding of the 

dynamics and reality of rape. For example, 70% of the femles, com- 

pared to 43.9% of the males, believed that women's lifestyles would 



: "change significantly" if rape were nonexistent (item 18). Only - 

4.5% of the females, compared to 19% of the males, agreed that "any 

woman could successfully resist a rapist if she tried hard enough" 

(item 2). Nearly 83% of the females, compared to 61.5% of the males, 

believed one motive of rapists is to humiliate their.victims. Ninety- 

two percent of the females felt that one motive of rapists is to 

control their victims. Seventy-nine percent of the males concurred 

with that statement. Less than 12% of the females, compared to 33.3% 
r 

of the males, believed that lesitimizins ~rostituion would decrease 

the number of rapes (item 7). Twenty percent of the females, compared 

to 36.8% of the males, felt that a woman's prior sexual history should 

be discussed in court when the rapist is on trial (item 28). - 

Hypothesis 2 

There is no difference in level of rape myth acceptance among 

college students based on type of residence hall living arrangement. 

This hypothesis could not be rejected at the -05 level of significance. 

The chi-square test was utilized to determine whether there 

was a significant difference in level of rape myth acceptance based 

I on the respondents' resident hall living arrangement. Students 

from eleven resident halls responded to the survey. One resident 

hall (Angell) accommodated women only; the remaining halls were co- 

educational. Table 3 provides a breakdown of survey results. 







1 The chi-square test was utilized to determine whether there 

n the respondentsg academic class level. Table 5 provides a sumaary 

of the results. The critical chi-square value was 9.488 (d.f. = 4). 

I rThe calculated chi-square was 1.58058, which was not significant at 
B 
[the .05 level (p. = .8123). No significant differences were noted ' 

kclass level, therefore differences in levels of rape myth acceptance 
F. 

Level of Rape Myth Acceptance and 

Respondents' Academic Class Level 

13 7 ! 

I i 
, ~ e r  1 1 0 

1 (graduate) 
d 144 

Total 167 111 56 I 

1: ii 
I 

Chi-sauare = 1.58058 (d. f. = 4) 

Critical chi-square = 9.488 



Hypothesis 4 

There is no difference in level of rape myth acceptance among 

college students based on the college in which they are enrolled. 

This hypothesis could not be rejected at the -05 level of significance. 

The chi-square test was utilized to determine whether there 

was a significant difference in level of rape myth acceptance based 

on the college in which the respondents were enrolled. Table 6 pro- 

vides a sumnary of the results. The critical chi-square value was 

12.592 (d.f. = 6). The calculated chi-square was 10.63829/ which 

was not significant at the .05 level (p = .1002). No significant 

differences were found among college students based on their college 

of enrollment. Differences in levels of rape myth acceptance could 

not be attributed to college of enrollment. 

Hypothesis 5 

There is no relationship between the student's hometown comnunity 

size and their level of rape myth acceptance. This hypothesis was 

rejected at the .05 level of significance. 

The Spearman rank order correlation was utilized to determine 

whether a relationship existed between the respondentsg level of 

rape myth acceptance and their hometown community size. Appendix I 

illustrates the relationship between the respondents1 score on rape 

myth acceptance and their hometown comnunity size. Computer analysis 

provided a Spearman rho of 0.1343 (bl = 167)/ significant at the -042 

level. A significant relationship was found between the respondents1 

level of rape myth acceptance and their hometown comaunity size. 

The relationship was indicated in the negative direction. The smaller 





The Speannan rank order correlation was utilized to determine 

whether a relationship existed between the respondents' level of 

rape myth acceptance and their age. Appendix I illustrates the 

relationship between the students' ages and their rape myth accep 

tance scores, Computer analysis provided a Spearman rho of ,0299 

(N = 167), which was significant at the .350 level. No statistical 

significance was found (p >.05). No relationship was found beween 

the students1 ages and their level of rape myth acceptance, 

Hypothesis 7 

There is no relationship between the students' acceptance of 

interpersonal violence and their level of rape myth acceptance. 

This hypothesis was rejected at the -05 level of significance. 

Acceptance of Interpersonal Violence Score. Seven of the 36 

statements were relating to interpersonal violence. Each of the 

seven survey responses was assigned a numerical value ranging from 

one (indicating little acceptance of interpersonal violence) to 

four (indicating high acceptance of interpersonal violence) based 

on the responses given. Total score values were then determined 

for each subject. On a total possible score range from 7 to 28, 

only 12 respondents (7%) had scores of 15 or above, with the highest 

computed score being 18. 

The Spearman rank order correlation was utilized to determine 

whether a relationship existed between the respondents1 level of 

rape myth-acceptance and their acceptance of interpersonal violence 

(see ~ppendix I). Computer analysis provided a Spearman rho of ,2735 

(N = 167), significant at the p c.001 level, indicating a strong 



relationship between the respondents1 acceptance of interpersonal 

violence and their level of rape myth acceptance. 

Nine respondents (5 males and 4 females) agreed that "husbands 

are sometimes justified in hitting their wives" (item 3). However, 

only one respondent (male) agreed that physical violence was some- 

times a good way to "put women in their placeY (item 13).- Four re- 

spondents (3 males and 1 female) believed occasional physical violence 

in the home was acceptable (item 16). Ten respondents considered 

physical violence to be an acceptable method of expressing feelings 

(item 26), and 23 respondents agreed that "the only way s w e  men 

or women will listen is if they get 'roughed up1." Only 33% of the 

males, compared to 41.9% of the females, believed physical violence 

was unacceptable under any circumstance (see Appendix H). 

Hypothesis 8 

There is no relationship between the students1 personal exposure 

to the topic of rape and their level of rape myth acceptance. This 

hypothesis was rejected at the .05 level of significance. 

Personal Exposure Score. Five questions were designed to measure 

each subject's degree of exposure to the topic of rape. Responses 

for three of the questions were assigned a numerical value ranging 

from one (correlating with the "rarely or neverw response) to four 

(correlating with the "often* response). The remaining two questions 

were assigned a value of one if the respondent indicated "noU and 

a value of two if the respondent indicated "yes." The mean score 

for the entire population was 8.2246 (S.D. 2.0824) on a total possible 

score range of 5 to 16. The highest score calculated was 14. 



The Speannan rank order correlation was utilized to determine 

whether a relationship existed between the respondentsa level of 

personal exposure to the topic of rape and their level of rape myth 

acceptance. Computer analysis provided a Spearman rho of -.I542 

(N = 167), with a significance level of .023, indicating an inverse 

relationship between the respondentsa exposure to the topic of rape 

and their level of rape myth acceptance (see Appendix I). The 

greater the personal exposure to the topic of rape, the lower the 

level of rape myth acceptance. 

~dditional Findings 

A total of 63 respondents (38%) indicated they knew a rape victim. 

Tventy-two percent of these respondents (14) were male. Slightly 

over one-quarter (26.5%) of the females who knew a rape victim lived 

in Angel1 Hall. Table 7 provides a summary of the comparison of 

respondents based on their knowledge of a rape victim and their 

level of rape myth acceptance. The chi-square test was calculated 

to determine whether there was a significant difference between re- 

sponses based on knowledge of a rape victim. Results provided a 

chi-square value of 9.52 (d.f. = 1). The critical chi-square value 

was 3.84, indicating significance at the p c.01 level. 





Summary 

Of the 167 students responding, none indicated a high level of p .  
rape myth acceptance. Thirty-three percent of the respondents were h 

identified as having moderate rape myth acceptance based on their 

overall rape myth acceptance scores. Significant differences were 

found in levels of rape myth acceptance in four areas: gender, home- 

town c o m i t y  sizer acceptance of interpersonal violence, and per- 

sonal exposure to the topic of rape. 

RespondentsB gender was significant, with nearly half of the 

males indicating a moderate level of rape myth acceptance compared to 

one-quarter of the females. This is consistent with other research 

investigating gender differences as they relate to attitudes toward 

rape (Barnett & Field, 1977, and Burt4 1980). 

A relationship was found beween the students' hometown community 

size and their level of rape myth acceptance. Students from smaller 

cammunities tended to show higher rape myth acceptance. 

Although few students indicated acceptance of interpersonal 

violence, those who had a higher acceptance score were more likely 

to accept rape myths. This is consistent with other research (~urt, 

1980) which shows a strong correlation between acceptance of inter- 

personal violence and rape myths. 

Finally, individuals who indicated greater personal exposure to 

the topic of rape had lower levels of rape myth acceptance than those 

who had little personal exposure. Eighty-one percent of respondents 

who reported they knew a rape victim had low rape myth acceptance, 

compared to 58% of those who did not know a rape vicitm. 



No significant differences were found in the reamining four 

areas examined. Statistical analysis revealed no differences in 

levels of rape myth acceptance based on type of residence hall 

living arrangement, academic class level, college of enrollment, i 
t i  $ 



CHAPTER V 

FINDINGS, DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The purpose of this study was to examine the attitudes of 

college students toward rape. Specifically, the level of rape myth 

acceptance among college students living in residence halls was 

examined. Possible differences in responses were analyzed based on 

the students1 (a) age, (b) sex, (c) hometown cornunity size, (d) 

acceptance of interpersonal violence, (e) college of enrollment, 

(f) residence hall living arrangement, (g) academic class level, 

and (h) personal exposure to the topic of rape. 

A total of 289 students were sent anonymous surveys via inner 

campus mail. The survey consisted of 36 statements, of which 21 

assessed rape myth acceptance. Seven statements focused on accep- 

tance of interpersonal violence. The remaining items addressed 

information relating to rape. Each survey response was assigned a 

numerical value ranging from one to four. Total score values were 

determined for each individual in the area of rape myth acceptance 

and acceptance of interpersonal violence. Individual's degree of 

personal exposure to the topic of rape was also examined. 

A total 172 surveys were returned, of which 167 were analyzed. 

One hundred eleven respondents had rape myth acceptance scores 

ranging from 21 to 42, indicating low rape myth acceptance. Fifty- 
\ 

six respondents had rape myth acceptance scores ranging from 43 

to 62, indicating moderate rape myth acceptance. None of the 



respondents had scores indicating a high level of rape myth acceptance. 

Findinqs 

Nonparametric statistics were utilized in data analysis. Both 

the chi-square test and the Spearman rank order correlation were 

employed. The level of significance through this study was determined 

at the -05 level. Analysis of the data resulted in the following 

findings: 

1. There was a significant difference in level of rape myth 

acceptance among college students based on gender. Males showed 

a higher level of rape myth acceptance than females. 

2. There was no significant difference in level of rape myth 

acceptance among college students based on type of residence hall 

living arrangement. 

3. There was no significant difference in level of rape myth 

acceptance among college students based on academic class level. 

4. There wasno significant difference in level of rape myth 

acceptance among college students based on the college in which they 

are enrolled. 

5. There was a signficant relationship between the students1 

hometown comnunity size and their level of rape myth acceptance. 

The smaller the respondent's hometown community, the higher the level 

of rape myth acceptance. 

6. There was no significant relationship between the students' 

age and their level of rape myth acceptance. 

7. There was a significant relationship between the students1 
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acceptance of interpersonal violence and their level of rape myth 

acceptance. The greater the individual's acceptance of interpersonal 

violence# the higher their level of rape myth acceptance. 
, 

8. There was a significant relationship between the students1 

personal exposure to the topic of rape and their level of rape myth 

acceptance. Those with less exposure to the topic of rape had higher 

levels of rape myth acceptance. 

Discussion 

Rape is no longer a silent crime. Howeverr the crime of raper 

which is defined in part as a sexual act (Uniform Crime Reportsr 

1984)~ continues to elicit a wide range of attitudes within our 

society. Varying expectations about acceptable behavior in male- 

female relationships effects how the rapist and the victim are per- 

ceived by the publicr as well as medical and legal professionals. 

For exampler most people would agree that a rape had occurred when 

the assailant is a stranger who attacked and seriously injured the 

victim in a public area or in her home. What is less clear is whether 

an acquaintance who engages in sexually coersive behaviors to gain 

sexual advantage can also be charged with rape. Even more ambiguous 

is the issue of marital raper with many states exempting a husband 

from being charged with raping his wife. 
I 

The reasons for these ambiguities appear to center on the level 

of society's acceptance of sex role stereotypingr objectification 
44 t '  

of women as sexual objectsr and proliferation of interpersonal violence 

(Holmstrom & Burgess, 1983; Burt 1980). Many men (and women) have 



been taught to believe that men have the right to obtain sexual re- 

lations despite a wonan's protest. Women, on the other hand, have 

the responsibility to remain pure and "respectable" and are expected 

to protect themselves at all costs against a possible assault. If 

a rape occurs, it is often the woman who is seen as responsible for 

the attack (~rownmiller, 1975; Clark & Lewis, 1977). In part because 

of these attitudes, many women do not report when they are assaulted, 

especially if the assault does not have the components of a ltclassical 

rape1' situation   uss sell, 1984; Williams, 1984; ~rownmiller, 1975). 

Belief in rape myths is also related to the attitudes of rapists 

themselves. Convicted rapists have been found to have a belief in 

rape myths (Scully & Marollat 1984). Similarities in levels of rape 
I 

myth acceptance are now being found between convicted rapists and 

otherwise ordinary men who have admitted a proclivity toward coersive 

sexual behaviors (Rapaport & Burkhart, 1984; Malamuth, 1981). In 

addition, a strong relationship between rape myth acceptance and 

acceptance of interpersonal violence is being identified (~urt, 1980). 

Thus it appears that the manifestation of hostility toward women 

and the combination of sexuality, violence and power are emerging 

as the cultural background within which sexually coersive behaviors 

are reinforced (~cully & Marolla, 1984; Rapaport & Burlchart, 1984; 

Malamuth, 1981). For this reason, it is important to continue a 

close examination of attitudes toward rape in our society. 

It is interesting to find that no students participating in 

this study had a high level of rape myth acceptance. It is also 

interesting to note that very few respondents indicated an acceptance 



of interpersonal violence. While one possible explanation for these 

findings is that those students responding had a greater awareness 

of rape issues than those who did not return the survey, these 

fingings may reflect an emerging change in society's attitudes toward 

rape, sexuality, and violence. It is possible that increased infor- 

mation and education relating to rape has had an impact on rape 

attitudes. Indeed, the finding that students who had more exposure 

to the topic of rape also had lower rape myth acceptance scores tends 

to validate that explanation. Given the complex relationship between 

societal attitudes and individual behavior, it is apparent that a 

great need exists to alter the attitudes that perpetuate rape pro- 

clivity in our culture. 

Reconmendations 

Based on the results of this study, the following recornendations 

are presented for future research: 

1. A need exists to expand this research to include individuals 

who are not in college to determine their prevailing attitudes toward 

rape . 
2. Although age was not a significant factor in this study, this 

may be due to the narrow age range included in the research. Some 

research suggests a relationship exists between attitude toward rape 

and respondents' age (Jeffords & Dull, 1982). Therefore, future re- 

search should include a wider range of age groups in their sample. 

3. A closer examination of the relationship between an indi- 

vidual's hometown cornunity size and their level of rape my acceptance 



should be made to determine the variables leading to this relationship. 

4. Research needs to focus specifically on strategies for atti- 

tudinal change to find the most effective methods of conveying accurate 

information as it relates to rape, sexuality and violence. 
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APPENDIX A 

Letter to Residence Hall Directors 



October 1, 1984 

Dear Hall Director:  

Enclosed you will f ind  a survey deal ing with a t t i t u d e s  toward 
rape and physical violence. Approximately t e n  percent of t he  
s tudent8  living i n  the  reaidencc h a l l s  have received this 
survey and have been asked t o  respond. 

1 feel it is imp~rtant that you, as h a l l  d i r e c t o r ,  are  aware 
of t h e  study. However, in  an at tempt to ensure t he  maximum 
number of honertt responses, no Qne i n  t h e  residence h a l l s  
was aware o f  t h e  study p r i o r  t o  the mailing of  the survey. 
Approval t o  conduct t h e  study has been granted through the 
Housing Office by Richard Koehler and Ruth Kurinsky. 

As ind ica ted  iq  the enclosed cQver l e t t e r ,  responees t o  the  
survey a r e  confide~it ial  and anonymous. Individuals  who 
would like f u r t h e r  information about rape a r e  provided with 
a list of available resourcee i n  the area. Spec i f i c  queetione 
about the  survey i t s e l f  can be d i rec ted  to  me v i a  t h e  Health 
Education Department. 

YOU are not being asked t o  a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the s tudy 
i n  any way. However, any support you may have t h e  opportunity 
t o  provide f o r  t h i s  resea rch  is greatly appreciated.  

R~xanne P r i c e  



APPENDIX B 

Letter to Init ial  Panel Members 



Dear 

a s s e s s  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of co l l ege  s t uden t s  toward rape. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
I w i l l  be measuring t h e  respondents '  degree of rape  rnyth acccptancc. 
To complete t h i s  s tudy  I have developed a survey which w i l l  ttnablc I ~ I L .  

t o  i d e n t i f y  how frequarl t ly  t h e  resporldents a r e  i n  agreement with var i~ ) i~ : ;  
r ape  myths. 

A s  an i nd iv idua l  d i r e c t l y  involved with the  problem of r ape ,  your . 
a s s i s t a n c e  i n  eva lua t i ng  t h e  survey would be extremely h e l p f u l .  ' ,, 

Some of  t h e  survey s ta tements  are w r i t t e n  t o  r e f l e c t  c u l t u r a l  rayths. 
Others  repsesen t  f a c t u a l  s ta ternents  regard ing  rape. I have a l s o  
included seven s ta tements  ( i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  t h i s  eva lua t ion  by ac 
a s t e r i s k  ) intended t o  measure respondents t  acceptance of  i n t e rpe r sona l  
violence.  When completed, comparisons w i l l  be made otl t h e  b a s i s  o f  

t o p i c  o f  r a p e ,  and ( f )  type of  on campus housing arrangement. 
k 
t May I ask you t o  t ake  a  few minutes of your t ime t o  examine each 

t s ta tement  i n  terrns of its r e a d a b i l i t y  and conten t  v a l i d i t y .  I have 
enclosed a copy of t h e  survey s ta tements  coordinated with a  x8atillg 

I s c a l e  t o  s in ip l i fy  the eva lua t ion  process .  

While developing t h e  survey,  I chose t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  word l t rape l l  r a t h e r  
than  Itsexual a s s au l t l l  f o r  two reasons.  Sexual  a s s a u l t  is a rclat ive1.y 
new term which may be unfami l ia r  t o  many s tuden t s .  Also,  i n  o rder  t o  
a s s e s s  t h e  respondents1  degree of rape  myth acceptance,  i t  appeared 
necessary  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  term most a s s o c i a t i e d  with the  c u l t u r a l  myt l~s .  
I f  you have a d d i t i o n a l  comments o r  sugges t ions  regarding t h i s  i s s u e ,  
p l ea se  inc lude  t h e ~ e  with your eva lua t ion .  

A s e l f  addressed and stamped envelop is enclos.ed f o r  your convc.fiit:nce. 
I r e a l i z e  bow va lvab le  your tirne is and g r e a t l y  app rec i a t e  your cornrnc:nts 
and suggest ions.  

Thank you aga in  f o r  your t ime and cons idera t ion .  

S ince r e ly ,  

Roxanne P r i c e  



APPENDIX C 

Initial Rating Scale 



- -  - - .  - A . . . 

INVENTORY RATING SCALE' 

DIHECTIONS: Enclosed i s  a l i s t  o f  s t a tements  r egard ing  
rape  myths. Pleaae read  each s ta tement  and use  the  r a t i n g  
s c a l e  t o  t h e  right t o  i n d i c a t e  i t s  a c c e p t a b i l i t y ,  based on 
c l a r i t y  and the  degree to which i t  r e f l e c t s  a responden t ' s  
a t t i t u d e  toward rape .  Responses w i l l  be r a t e d  on a s c a l e  
from low t o  high rape  myth acceptance ,  The survey has been 
deveLoped f o r  use  wi th  co l l ege  s t u d e n t s .  

The s c a l e  valuea  a r e  def ined as fol lows:  

1. NOT ACCEPTABLE: The i tem has  no va lue  as s s ta tement  
Tor  rieaeuring. the respondent  s acceptance  of r ape  

2. SOMEWHAT ACCEPTABLg: The itern has some value as a 
statement-' f o r  measuring t h e  r a s p o n d x s  acceptance  
o f  r ape  myths. 

3. ACCEPTABLE: The i tem has value as a s ta tement  f o r  
mea8'uring the responden t ' s  acceptance  o f  rape myths. 

4, VE'RY ACCEPTABLE: The i tem i s  very accep tab le  as a 
'atatemerit f o'r"'measuring t h e  respondent  ' s acceptance  
o f  r ape  myths. 

5. INDISPENSABLE: The i tem i s  a b s o l u t e l y  necessary as  a 
s t a tement  f o r  measuring responden t ' s  acceptance  of 
rape myths, 

 he s c a l e  waa developed by D r .  Gary Gilrnore f o r  use  i n  h i s  
d o c t o r a l  dissertation;  he- ~ e v e l o p m k n t ,  Implementation, and  
Evaluat ion o f  a Family Health Education Program Incorpora t ing  
the Concept'of Prevent ion;  The ~niv-y o m e n n ' e s s e e ,  
June ' 1974. 



NOT SOMEWHAT VERY 
ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE JXDISPEN SABLE 

5 

Plea se  
C i r c l e  Onls One 

1. I th ink  once a r a p i s t  has 
been a r r e s t e d ,  he w i l l  probably 
be convicted.  1 2 3 4 5  

2. I be l i eve  a woman could success-  
f u l l y  r e s i s t  a r a p i s t  i f  she 
t r i e d  hard enough. 1 2 3 4 5  

3 I f e e l  husbands a r e  sometime8 
j u s t i f i e d  i n  h i t t i n g  t h e i r  
wives.. 1 2 3 4 5  

4. I th ink  some women who r e p o r t  
a rape a r e  j u s t  angry with the  
men they  accuse.  1 2 3 4 5  

5. 1 be l i eve  rape vic-tims should 
be able  t o  pu t  t h e  experience 
behind them r e l a t i v e l y  quickly .  1  2 3 4 5 

6. I think a less attractive woman 
i s  just as l i k e l y  t o  be raped 
as a  more a t t r a c t i v e  woman. 1 2 3 4 5  

7. In my opinion,  i f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  
were l e g a l i z e d ,  t h e r e  would be 
fewer rapes.  1 2 3 4 5  

8. I f e e l  most v i c t ims  o f  rape  
already had bad r epu t a t i ons .  1 2 3 4 5  

9. In my op,inion, some women deserve 
t o  be raped,  1 2 3 4 5  

10. I think very few repor ted  r apes  
e v e r  r e s u l t  i n  a convic t ion.  1 2 3 4 5  

Comment a 

11. I be l i eve  an o l d e r  woman i s  
just .as likely to be raped as 
a younger woman. 



NOT SOME WHAT VERY 
ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE INDISPBVSABLE 

P l e a s e  
C i r c l e  Only One Comments 

I t h i n k  t h e  on ly  way some 
peop le  w i l l  l i s t e n  i s  i f  t h e y  
g e t  Ifroughed up. " 1 2 3 4 5  

_I-- 

I f e e l  some women f a l s e l y  
r e p o r t  a r a p e  t o  draw a t t e n t i o n  
t o  themselves.  1 2 3 4 5  - 
I n  my op in ion ,  physical  
v i o l e n c e  i s  sometimes a good 
way t o  !'put women i n  t h e i r  
p l a c e ,  1 2 3 4 5  - 
I b e l i e v e  any female could  be 
a r a p e  v i c t i m ,  1 2 3 4 5  

I t h i n k  i t  i s  imposs ib l e  f o r  
a man t o  be raped.  1 2 3 4 5  

I t h i n k  g i r l s  o f t e n  s a y  they 
a r e  raped  s o  t h e y  won't  g e t  
i n  t r o u b l e  wi th  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  
f o r  n o t  be ing  home on t ime,  1  2 3 4 5 

I b e l i e v e  o c c a s i o n a l  p h y s i c a l  
v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  home i s  
normal.  1 2 3 4 5  

I f e e l  one motive o f  r a p i s t s  
i s  t o  h u m i l i a t e  and c o n t r o l  
t h e i r  v i c t ims .  1 2 3 4 5  

I t h i n k  i f  rapes were suddenly  
n o n e x i s t a n t ,  women's l i f e -  
s t y 1  e s  would p robab ly  change 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  1 2 3 4 5  

I t h i n k  most males  who r a p e  
j u s t  can t s u c c e s s f u l l y  flcorne 
oni t  t o  a woman, 1 2 3 4 5  



NOT SOMEWHAT VERY 
ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE INDISPENSABLE 

P l e a s e  
C i r c l e  Only One Cornmen t e  

22, In  my opinion,  a woman who was 
n o t  beaten o r  b r u i s e d  was 
probably n o t  raped,  1 2 3 4 5  

2 3 .  I f e e l  i f  a woman h a s  been 
f l i r t i n g  wi th  h e r  p a r t n e r  and 
then d o e s n ' t  want t o  have sex 
with him, i t ' s  h e r  f a u l t  i f  
he r a p e s  her.  1 2 3 4 5  

24. I b e l i e v e  most r a p i s t s  a r e  
men t a l l y  ill. 1 2 3 4 5  

25. I t h i n k  some females who a r e  
raped probably s e c r e t l y  
enjoyed it. 1 2 3 4 5  

26. I th ink  most r a p i s t s  a r e  r e s e n t -  
f u l  toward women i n  genera l .  , * 
I t h i n k  rape i s  p r i m a r i l y  a 
sexua l  o u t l e t ,  1 2 3 4 5  

In  my opinion,  a v i c t i m ' s  
p r i o r  sexua l  h i s t o r y  should 
be d i scussed  i n  c o u r t  when 
t h e  r a p i s t  i s  on t r i a l ,  1 2 3 4 5  

I f e e l  phye ica l  v io lence  is 
accep tab le .  1 2 3 4 5  

I f e e l  r a p i s t s  should be 
1 2 3 4 5  s e v e r e l y  prosecuted.  

I b e l i e v e  women o f t e n  say 
"non when they  r e a l l y  mean 
"yes. II 1 2 3 4 5  

I think a man who r a p e s  once 
w i l l  probably rape  again .  1 2 3 4 5  - 





APPEM>IX D 

Follow-up Letter to Panel Members 



Dear 

Approximately t h r e e  weeks ago you should have rece ived  a survey 
e v a l u a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  r a p e  myths. A t  t h a t  t ime I asked f o r  your 
a s s i s t a n c e  i n  e v a l u a t i n g  a s e r i e s  of s t a t e m e n t s  t o  be inc1,uded i n  
a survey  measuring rape  myth accep tance  among c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s .  
When completed,  t h e  su rvey  w i l l  enab le  nle t o  i d e n t i f y  how f r e q u e n t l y  
responden ts  are i n  agreement wi th  v a r i o u s  r a p e  myths. 

To d a t e ,  I have n o t  r e c e i v e d  your feedback i n  regard  t o  t h e  proposed 
s u r v e y  s ta tements .  I r e a l i z e  how v a l u a b l e  your t ime is. However, 
I b e l i e v e  i t  is important  t o  have inpu t  from a v a r i e t y  o f  profension:i ls  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  ensure  t h e  s u r v e y ' s  r e a d a b i l i t y  and con ten t  v:i l idity.  
U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  r e s u l t s  will depend on hov 
a c c u r a t e l y  t h e  su rvey  can a s s e s s  a t t i t u d e s  toward rape.  

Your a s s i s t a n c e  and comn~ents a r e  e s s e n t i a l .  Please r e c o n s i d e r  cdrld 
take a few moments t o  examine each s t a t e ~ n e n t .  I ]lave enclosed a 
copy .yf t h e  su rvey  s t a t e m e n t s  wi th  a r a t i n g  scalc f o r  your. convenience. 
A s e l f  addressed  and stamped envelop is  also provided.  

.Thank you a g a i n  fo r  your tirne and c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

Roxanne P r i c e  



APPENDIX E 

Survey Statement Revisions 



NOT MmYtUT VERY 
ACCL*;;PTIBLJS A C C m W  ACCEPTABU ACCEPTABLE INDIGPRISABU 

3 2 3 4 5 

Pleass 
Circle Only Oue - Comments 

I. I thiak once a rapist ha6 been 
arreeted,.he v i l l  bo convictsd. 1 2 3 4 5  

2. I believe ury woman could 
aucceaerfully resirrt w rapist i f  
she tried hard enough. 1 2 3 4 5  

3.. I fee1 husband6 are rrometimes 
justified i n  hittiag their  
wivesr. 1 2 3 4 5  

4. I think soue women report r rape 
that bas not occwred becaws 
they w e  angry with the mea they 
accuare. 1 2 3 4 5  

5. I balieva rape viotipps should 
be able to  quickly put the experience 
behind t ham. 

1 2 3 4 5  

6. I think a l e e r  attractive woman i e  
jut r e  l ikely to be raped orr a 
ruora attractive woman. 1 2 3 4 5  

7. In my opinion, if-prostitution 
ware logaJisad, there would be 
fewar rapaa. 1 2 3 4 5  

8, 1 fee l  moat victiroo o f  raps already 
hrd bad reputationrr. 7 2 3 4 5  

9, In my opinion, oome women dsaerve 
to  be raped. 7 2 3 4 5  

10. I believe m older w o r n  i a  jut 
ar likely t o  be r ~ p e d  amr a younger 
WOIIICU\. 1 2 3 4 5  

17. I thiak the OXLLY way some people 
w i l l  liaten i a  i f  they get 
''r0~@6d UP. " 



NOT S o M E U T  VEJaY 
ACCEPlldBLjlG A C w L E  ACmITIUU ACCEPIABLIEI INDIS-ABLE 

I 2 3 4 5 

Please 
Circle Only One 

72. 1. fee l  some woruen falaely 
report a rape to draw attention 
to themselves, 1 2 3 4 5  

7 j W  Io my opinion, phyr~ical violonce 
irr rrouetimes a good way t o  "put 
women in t h e i r  place 1 2 3 4 5  

14. I believa m y  f e d .  could be 
a raps victim. 1 2 3 4 5  

15. I thidc it  i s  Imposeible for 
a aaaa t o  be raped. 1 2 3 4 5  

16. I think eirls often say,they 
are raped 80 they won't get in 
trouble with their parents for 

. s o t  being h~ma 011 time. 1 2 3 4 5  

77. 1 believe occarriod phyeical 
violence ia the home is 
accaptablo, 7 2 3 4 5  

18. I f s s ~  one motive of rapiets ia 
t o  hwil iate and control their 
rictima. 7 2 3 4 5  

29. I thi& moat Wee; who rap@ 
just can't ruccervafully "come 
on" to a w o w ,  1 2 3 4 5  

210 In my ophioa ,  a w o w  who was 
not baatan or bruised w a a  
probably not rapod. 1 2 3 4 5  

22. I feel i f  a uiolpaa.has been 
flirting with her partner and 
then doarra't w a n t  to hwve sex 
with-birr, i t ' a  her fault i f  
he rapes her. 1 2 3 4 5  



NOT SOHEUMAT WRY 
A C C m A B L E  AG-U A C C m U L E  A C C m A B U  INDISPENSABLE 

1 2 3 4 5 

Please 
Circle O n l y  One Comments 

23. I believe aotrt rapiets are 
rnentally ill. 1 2 3 4 5  

24. I think rrovoe ferPalorr, who a r e  
raped probably secretly anjoy 
it ? 2 3 4 5  

I thixak papa iru primarily a 
aelaral outlet. 1 2 3 4 5  

26- In ay opinion, a victirrr'e prior 
8e-1 hietorp ahould be 
disouesed in court when the 
rapist is on trial. 1 2 3 4 5  

27. I fee l  phyrvical violence is 
acoeptable. 1 2 3 4 5  

28. I fee l  rapiats rshould be 
aevoraly proeecuted. 1 2 3 4 5  

29. I believe women often Bay %oM 
when thay really mew "yea." 7 2 3 4 5  

310. I think e plan who rapes once 
w i l l  probably rape again- 1 2 3 4 5  

31. In my opinion, the only time 
phyeiad. violence is acceptable 
i p l  when a parson l a  defending 
hinr or her relf .  1 2 3 4 5  

32, In MY opinion, i t  i~ po~lsible 
for a voaan t o  be raped by her 
huband. 1 2 3 4 5  

33. I feel A VOW who has been 
raped is lows de~irwble to other 
men when developing rrigpificent 
relatiowhipa, 1 2 3 4 5  

34, Ia my opiaion, phycriowl violence 
i a  unacceptable under any 
circw~atance. 1 2 3 4 5  

35. I thirrk an avarcrge family m u  , 
could be a rapist. 

I 



APPENDIX F 

Letter to Second Panel Members 



Dear Dr. Sheila; 

b e t  lreuestor you had the opportunity to review my rasearch proposal 
which dealt with the attitudes of college students toward rape. 

I an' now a~king f o r  uoue assistance in evaluating and refining my survey 
inatruneat. Encloood plea&% find an Inventory Rating Scale with 
accompanying statements refleoting rape myth acceptance. %!hem statements 
have alreadj bean examined by expertvr in the field of sexual a~rurult; 
content validity has baen establiehed. However, Dr. Peg Dosch and I 
agree they urry not have provided an accurate aruseeeaent; of each stateaent 
in terne of it0 opaciftc reaerrch potential. In other words. y e  the 
stateaeats worded so thsyh,would accurately reflect a reepondenta 1 

attitude toward rape? 

Aa an individual witb axpertidle in rereearch des igu,  your feedback would 
be extrltaelj helpful. 

A self addre~aed a d  aitqmped envelop is enclosed for your convenience, 
Thank you for your t h e  and conaideration. 

Roxanne Price 



APPENDIX G 

Complete Survey Packet 



October 1, 1984 

Dear S tuden t :  

You a r e  being asked t o  pa r t i c i pa te  in a s tudy  wh ich  wi l l  examine 
i nd i v idua l  a t t i t udes  toward  rape. A l t hough  increased a t ten t ion  has 
been g i v e n  to  th i s  topic in t h e  pas t  f ew  years, l i t t l e  research has  
been,  d i rec ted  to t h e  specif ic a t t i t udes  o f  college s tudents  l i v i n g  on  
campus. A s  a g radua te  student  a n d  researcher in Heal th Education, 
1 .am in te res ted  in y o u r  op in ions  as they  re late to  rape and' p l ~ y s i c a l  
v iolence. 

Your  name has  been randomly selected f o r  inc lus ion in th is  s t u d y .  
The enciosed s u r v e y  can b e  completed b y  respond ing to  each state-  
ment based o n  y o u r  e r s o n 2  level  o f  agreement o r  disagreement 
w i t h  t he  statement. '3- P ease: do no t  disccrss these statements w i th  
o the rs  b e f o r e  respond ins .  I t  i s i m n o r t a n t  t o  Itnow how vou  feel 
about  each statement. FLEASE BE 'ASSURED YOUR - RES"PTNSES ------- 
WILL - REMAIN STRICTLYCONFIDTNTIAL! Please do not  s i gn  y o u r  ----- -- - 
name to  any  p a r t  o f  t h i s  s u r v e y .  

With increased awareness, the de f i n i t i on  o f  "Rape" i s  expand ing to 
encompass var ious  forrns o f  behav ior .  Fo r  the purpose  o t  t h i s  s tudy ,  
however,  I am ask ing  y o u  to de f ine  r a p e  in i t s  more t rad i t iona l  
sense, namely as "sexual  i n te rcou rse  o r  penet  ratio11 accomplished 
w i thou t  consent, t h r o u g h  use  o r  t h rea t  o f  force, coersion, o r  man ip-  
u la t ion . "  In add i t i on  you wi l l  not ice a few statements refer- r ing to 
phys i ca l  violence. This i s  de f ined as nonsexual,  interpersonal- 
behav iors  r a n g i n g  f rom punch ing,  h i t t i n g ,  o r  k i c k i n g  to the  th reat  
o r  use  o f  weapons. These statements ar-e no t  t-efetar:ng to  violence 
in spor ts ,  mart ia l  a r t s ,  o r  nat ional  defense7:rategies. 

You r  feedback i s  an  essential  p a r t  o f  t h i s  s tudy .  1 real ize your  
t ime i s  valuable a n d  appreciate t h e  cooperat ion a n d  assistance you  
can g ive .  Please r e t u r n  the  completed su rvey  in the  envelope 
p r o v i d e d  to  the Hea l th  Educat ion Department, Roorn 203, no la te r  
t h a n  October  10,. 1984. No postage i s  r e q u i r e d  i f  you  u t i l i ze  t h e  
s lot  f o r  "Campus Mail"  in t h e  main l obby  o f  y o u r  residence hal l .  
I f  y o u  have any  questions, please cal l  t h e  Heal th Educat ion Depar t -  
ment  a n d  I wi l l  g e t  back  to  y o u  as soon as possible. 

Thank you  again f o r  y o u r  con t r i bu t i on  t o  t h i s  study. 

Roxanne .Price 
Researcher 



STRONGLY STRONGLY 
AGREE AGREE DISAGREE DISAGREE 

I t h i n k  once a rap is t  has been arrested, he  wi l l  
be convicted. 

1 believe any woman could successful ly res is t  a 
rap is t  i f  she t r i e d  h a r d  enough. 

I feel 'husbands a r e  sometimes jus t i f ied  in h i t t i n g  
the i r  wives. 

I think some women repor t  a rape tha t  has not  
occured because they  a r e  a n g r y  w i t h  the  man they 
accuse. 

1 bel ieve rape vict ims should b e  able t o  qu ic l t ly  
p u t  the  exper ience beh ind  them. 

I think a less a t t rac t ive  woman i s  jus t  as l i ke ly  to 
be raped as a more a t t rac t i ve  woman. 

In my opinion, i f  p ros t i t u t i on  were legalized, the re  
wou ld  b e  fewer rapes. 

I feel most v ict ims o f  rape already had  bad  reputa-  
t ions. 

In my opinion, some women deserve to  b e  raped. 

I believe an  o lder  woman i s  jus t  as l i ke l y  to  b e  raped 
as a younger  woman. 

I think the  on ly  way some rnen o r  women wi l l  l i s ten 
i s  i f  they ge t  "roughed up". 

1 feel some women falsely repor t  a rape to  draw 
at tent ion t o  themselves. 

In my opinion, phys ica l  violence i s  sometimes a good 
way to  "put women in the i r  place." 

I bel ieve any female could b e  a rape vict im. 

I think it i s  impossible f o r  a man to b e  raped. 

i bel ieve .occasional phys ica l  violence in the  home 
i s  acceptable. 

I feel one motive o f  rap is ts  i s  t o  humil iate the i r  
vict ims. 

1 think i f  rapes were suddenly nonexistant,  ~romen's 
l i festy les would change s ign i f icant ly .  

I think most males who rape jus t  can' t  successful ly 
lacome on" to a woman. 

C i rc le  Or~ ly  One ------. 

1 2 3 4  



STRONGLY C T R ~ N C I  v -. ..V..YL. 

AGREE AGREE DISAGREE OlSACREE 

1 2 3  4  

20. In my opinion, a woman who was not  beaten o r  
b r u i s e d  was probably  not  raped. 

C i rc le  Only  One - 

1 2 3 4  

1 21. 1 feel i f  a woman has been f l i r t i n a  w i t h  her casual 

22. 1 think one motive o f  rap is ts  i s  to cont ro l  t he i r  
vict ims. 1 2 3 4  

23. 1 t h i n k  some women who are  raped probably  
secret ly enjoy it. 1 2 3 4  

E 24. 1 bel ieve most rap is ts  a r e  mentally ill. 1 2 3 4  

25. 1 think rape i s  pr imar i ly  a sexual out let .  1 2 3 4  

-. - - -  - -  
date and  then doesn't want  t o  have sex w i th  him, 
i t ' s  h e r  fau l t  i f  h e  rapes her .  1 , 2 3 4  

26. 1 feel phys ica l  violence i s  a n  acceptable n~ethod 
of expressing feelings. 1 2 3 4  

28. In my opinion, a vict im's p r i o r  sexual h i s to ry  
should be  discussed in cour t  when the  rap is t  

33. In my opinion, phys ica l  violence i s  acceptable 
when a persQn i s  defend ing him o r  h e r  self. 

34. I think it i s  possible f o r  a wife to  b e  raped  by 
h e r  husband. 

27. 1 feel rap is ts  should b e  severely prosecuted. 1 2 3 4  

i s  o n  t r i a l ,  

29. 1 bel ieve male rape most o f ten  occurs  in pr isons. 

30. 1 believe women of ten say "nou t o  sex when they 
real ly mean "yes". 

31. 1 think a man who rapes once wi l l  p robably  rape 
again. 

32. 1 feel a woman who l ~ a s  been raped is  less desir-  
able t o  ~ t h e r  men when developing s ign i f icant  
relat ionships.  

35. 1 think an  average family man cou ld  b e  a rap is t .  

36. 1 bel ieve phys ica l  violence i s  unacceptable uncler 
any  circumstance. 



DEMOGRAPHIC D A T A  

DIRECTIQNS:  Please p lace  an  " X i '  by t he  app rop r i a te  l e t t e r .  

1.  AGE: 

. a)  , . , ,  7 7 

b, - 18 

c!  - 19 

d, - 20 

"1, - 2 1 

f, - 2 2  

9)  - 2 3  a n d  o v e r  

2 .  SEX:  

a )  - Ma 1 e 

"1 7 
Female 

3.  CLASS: 

a )  Freshman 
b) a ,- Sop h ~ m o r e  

. c )  ,- Jun ior  - Senior 

el . .+ O t h e r  (please spec i f y )  

5. CURRENT HOUSING ARRANGEMENT: 

a )  - White Ha l l  

b)  - Reuter  Ha l l  

C )  - L a u x  Hal l  

- Sanfo rd  I-tall 

e )  - Trowbr idge Hal l  

f )  - Baird  Hal l  

9) - Coate Ha l l  

h) - Wentz Hal l  

i 1 D r i ~ l t e  Ha l l  

i 1 Ange l l  Ha l l  

k)- t i u t ch i son  I i a l l  

6. HOMETOWN COMA4UNITY S I Z E :  

a )  - Less t han  10,000 

b) - 10,001 - 20,000 

=) - 20,001 - 50,000 

- 50,001 - 100,000 

4. COLLEGE CURRENTLY ENROLLED I N :  4 100,001 01- more 

. a )  , ,, Col lege o f  A r t s ,  L e t t e r s  & Scicr-rce 

b 1 School o f  Hea l th  E '  Human Serv ices  

- College o f  Business  Admin i s t ra t i on  

a - College ~f €ducat i o n  

, )  . , . C ~ l l e g e  a f  I-iealth; Physics1 Educat ion  
and  Recreat ion 

f ,  - Gradua te  Stud ies  

9) 7 Other  (please spec i f y )  



1. In general, how ~ f t e n  would you say rape is  a topic discussed in your  classes 
o r  o the r  campus re la ted events? 

Rarely o r  A few Occasionally O f ten  
Never  Times 

2 .  How o f ten  would you  say rape i s  discussed when you  a re  home w i t h  you r  pa ren ts  
o r  fami1.y ? 

Rarely or A few Occasionally O f ten  
Never  Times 

3.  How o f ten  w ~ u l d  you say rape is discussed among your- f r iends and  peers?  

- Rarely o r  A few Occasionally -- Often 
Never  Times 

4. Has anyone you  know been raped?  

Yes No 

5. Have yoq  been a rape v i c t im?  

-- Yes No 

6. 1 would descr ibe a typ ica l  Rapist  as ------ 

7. I would descr ibe a typ ica l  Rape Vict im as 

I f  you, o r  someone y o u  know, would l i ke  to ta l k  to someone about the topic o f  RAPE, 
the  fo l lowing resources a re  available in La Crosse: 

UNIVERSITY o f  WISCONSIN - LA CROSSE COUNSELING & TESTING CENTER 

785-8073 

F I R S T  CALL f o r  HELP 
782-80 10 

NEW HORIZONS 



APPENDIX H 

Item by Item Analysis Based on Gender 
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Item by Item Analysis Based on Gender 

Number of Respondents 

Gender Agree 

1. I think once a rapist has been 
arrested, he will be convicted., 

2. I believe any woman could 
successfully resist a rapist 
if she tried hard enough. 

3. I feel husbands are sometimes 
justified in hitting their wives. 

4. I think some women report a rape 
that has not occurred because they 
are angry with the man they accuse. 

5. I believe rape victims should be 
able to quickly put the exper- 
ience behind them. 

6. I think a less attractive woman 
is just as likely to be raped 
as a more attractive wanan. 

7. In my opinion, if prostitution 
were legalized, there would be 
fewer rapes. 

8. I feel most victims of rape 
already had bad reputations. 

9. In rny opinion, some women 
deserve to be raped., 

10. I believe an older woman is just 
as likely to be raped as a younger 
woman . 

11. I think the only way some men or 
women will listen is if they get 
"roughed up. 



Item by Item Analysis Based on Gender, continued 

Number of Respondents 

Agree/ Disagree/ 
Strongly Strongly 

Gender Agree Disagree 

12. I feel some women falsely report M 
a rape to draw attention to F 
themselves. 

13. In my opinion, physical violence M 
is sometimes a good way to "put F 
women in their place." 

14. I believe any female could be a M 
rape victim. F 

15. I think it is impossible for a M 
man to be raped, F 

16. I believe occasional physical M 
violence in the home is acceptable. F 

17. I feel one motive of rapists is to M 
humiliate their victims. F 

18. I think if rapes were suddenly M 
nonexistant, women's lifestyles F 
would change significantly. 

19. I think most males who rape just M 
can1 t successfully "come on" to F 
a woman. 

20. In my opinion, a wcman who was M 
not beaten or bruised was probably F 
not raped. 

21. I feel if a woman has been flirting M 
with her casual date and then doesn't F 
want to have sex with him, it's her 
faat if he rapes her. 

22. I think one motive of rapists is to M 
control their victims. F 



Item by Item Analysis Based on Gender, continued 

Number of Respondents 

~gree/ Disagree/ 
Strongly Strongly 

Gender Agree Disagree 

ITEM 

23. I think some warnen who are raped M 19 38 
probably secretly enjoy it. F 8 102 

24. I believe most rapists are mentally M 45 12 
ill. F 82 28 

25. I think rape is primarily a sexual M 
outlet. F 

26. I feel physical violence is an 
acceptable method of expressing 
feelings . 

27. I feel rapists should be severely M 52 5 
prosecuted. F 103 7 

28. In my opinion, a victim's prior M 
sexual history should be dis- F 
cussed in court when the rapist 
is on trial. 

29. I believe male rape most often M 
occurs in prisons. F 

30. I believe women often say "non M 
to sex when they really mean "yes." F 

31. I think a man who rapes once will M 
probably rape again. F 

32. I feel a woman who has been raped M 
is less desirable to other men F 
when developing significant 
relationships. 

33. In ply opinion, physical violence M 
is acceptable when a person F 
is defending him or her self. 

34. I think it is possible for a wife PI 
to be raped by her husband. F 



Item by Item Analysis Based on Gender, continued 

Number of Respondents 

~gree/ Disagree/ 
Strongly Strongly 

Gender Agree Disagree 

ITEM 

35. I think an average family man M 
could be a rapist. F 

36. I believe physical violence is M 
unacceptable under any circumstance. F 



Respondents' Rape Myth Acceptance, 

Acceptance of Interpersonal Violence, 

Personal Exposure, Hometown Corrnaunity Size, and Age 





APPENDIX It continued 

Respondent Rape M y t h  Acceptance Personal Hometown A9e 
Acceptance of Interpersonal Exposure Comrmnity 
Score Violence Score* sizeY* 

Score** 



APPENDIX I, continued 

Respondent Rape M y t h  Acceptance Personal Hometown Age 
Acceptance of Interpersonal Exposure Comnunity 
Score Violence Score* sizeY* 

Score** 



APPENDIX I, continued 

Respondent Rape M y t h  Acceptance Personal Hometown Age 
Acceptance of Interpersonal Exposure Comnunity 
Score Violence Score* sizeY* 

Score** 



APPENDIX I, continu& 

Respondent Rape M y t h  Acceptance Personal Hometown Age 
Acceptance of Interpersonal Exposure Cornunity 
Score Violence Swre* sizeY* 

Score** 





APPENDIX 11 continued 

Respondent Rape Myth Acceptance Personal Hometown Age 
Acceptance of Interpersonal Exposure Comunity 
Score Violence Score* sizeY* 

Score** 



APPENDIX I, continued 

Respondent Rape Myth Acceptance Personal Hometown Age 
Acceptance of Interpersonal Exposure Comnunity 
Score Violence Score* sizeY* 

Score** 

y = Bcxnetown C o m i t y  Size: (a) = less than 101000 
(b) = 101001-20,000 
( c )  = 201001-501000 
(d) = 50,001-100,000 
(e) = 1001001 or more 


