
Learning about the 
Environment through Art

Shari L. Wilson

Poltava V.G. Korolenko National Pedagogical 
University
Art Congress

April 2020

Trash Puppets



Learning Styles

• Using art to teach about the environment provides another 
avenue of learning for students. 

• Not all learners comprehend through reading. 

• For some, making art is how they communicate, process, 
and retain information.
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Art in the Classroom

• In many schools, budget cuts and focus on testing has 
resulted in fewer or no art classes.

• Teachers recognize the value of art in improving students’ 
ability to make connections between subjects.

• Using art to teach about the environment allows students 
to be creative and learn about required topics at the same 
time.
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Cooperative Learning
• Art does not have to be just individual projects. 

• Cooperative learning can also take place when 
students use their creativity for problem-solving 
by drawing or making models.
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Art and Mental Health

• In these times of pandemic, displacement, and uncertainty, 
art can help students focus on their own needs and ways of 
expression. 

• Caring about others can give students a respite from 
negativity. 

• Students like learning about the environment and what we 
can all do to care for it. 

• Art can help students express their emotions and show 
what is important to them.
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