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Introduction

Many perspectives on books for children and young adults are available to
those associated with the Cooperative Children’s Book Center (CCBC), a
library of -the School of Education at the University of Wisconsin~Madison.
Additional information about the CCBC can be found near the end of this
publication.

We created CCBC Choices within the environment of the Cooperative
Children’s Book Center. As a book examination center and research library, the
CCBC receives review copies of almost all of the trade and alternative press
books published in English in the United States for children and young adults
during the year. Each week during 1999, we examined newly published books.
We subsequently read many of them. We discussed hundreds formaily or
informally with other librarians and educators in Wisconsin and elsewhere in
the nation. Many were also discussed on CCBC-Net, the national electronic
book discussion group moderated by the CCBC.

The CCBC receives daily requests for information about contemporary
and historical books for children and young adults. We know firsthand from
teachers and librarians, from university faculty, and from students who are
studying to become teachers and librarians that they want to find books with
accurate information on matters important to the young people in their
classrooms, schools, and librartes. The people we meet know that today’s
children and young adults have many questions and need information in order
to better understand their socicty, the people they know, and even themselves.
Our colleagues are looking for books that are commended for these reasons.

Book discussion is an important factor in our process of choosing books
for CCBC Choices. We hold monthly discussions, open to any adult who would
like to arrend, to ook critically at some of the new books we have received at
the CCBC. Generally, these books are so new that they have not yet been
reviewed in the professional journals. We strive through discussion to articulate
our first critical responses to the books in question, using CCBC Book
Discussion Guidelines (see Appendix IIT).

In addition to these monthly discussions, we host annual awards
discussions, using the criteria for eligibility and excellence established by
national book award committees. The awards discussions provide an
opportunity to look critically at some of the year’s outstanding children’s books.
In late 1999, we held discussions of books eligible for the Caldecott Medal, the
Coretta Scott King Award, and the Newbery Award.

In CCBC Choices, we bring a wide range of books to our colleagues’
attention. We hope everyone who uses this publication is aware that each book
recommended here is not necessarily for every child, every classroom, or every
family. We are confident, however, that everyone using CCBC Choices will find
a significant number of books that will delight, inform, or stimulate the innate
curiosity of many of the children and young teenagers for whom our colleagues
have some level of professional, academic, or career responsibility.
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Results of the
CCBC Award Discussions

CCBC Caldecott Award Discussion (Distinguished illustration by a U.S.
citizen or resident)
Winner: William Shakespeare and the Globe ilustrated and written by
Aliki. HarperCollins, 1999
Honor Books:  Aesop’s Fox illustrated and retold by Aki Sogabe.
Browndeer Press/Harcourt Brace, 1999.
A Child’s Calendar illustrated by Trina Schart Hyman.
Written by John Updike. Holiday House, 1999.
The Huckabuck Family and How They Raised Popcorn in
Nebraska and Quit and Came Back illustrated by David
Small. Written by Carl Sandburg. Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, 1999.

CCBC Coretta Scott King Award Discussion: Author (Distinguished writing
by an African American author)
Winner: Monster written by Walter Dean Myers.
HarperCollins, 1999.
Honor Book: Bud, Not Buddy written by Christopher Paul Curtis.
Delacorte, 1999.

CCBC Coretta Scott King Award Discussion: Illustrator (Distinguished

illustration by an African-American artist)

Winner: In the Time of the Drums illustrated by Brian Pinkney and
written by Kim L. Siegelson. Jump at the Sun/Hyperion,
1999.

Honor Book: The Hatseller and the Monkeys illustrated and written by
Baba Wagué Diakité. Scholastic, 1999.

CCBC Newbery Award Discussion (Distinguished writing for children by a
U.S. citizen or resident)

Winner: Theo by Barbara Harrison. Clarion, 1999.

Honor Books:  The Birthday Room by Kevin Henkes. Greenwillow, 1999.
Monster by Walter Dean Myers. HarperCollins, 1999.
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The Charlotte Zolotow Award

The Charlotte Zolotow Award is given annually to the author of the best
picture book text published in the United States in the preceding year.
Established in 1997, the award is named to honor the work of Charlotte
Zolotow, a distinguished children’s literature editor for 38 years with Harper
Junior Books and an author of more than 65 picture stories, including such
classic works as Mr. Rabbit and the Lovely Present (Harper, 1962) and William’s
Doll (Harper, 1972). Ms. Zolotow attended the University of Wisconsin in
Madison on a writing scholarship from 1933 to 1936, where she studied with
Professor Helen C. White.

The award is administered by the Cooperative Children’s Book Center, a
children’s literature library of the School of Education at the University of
Wisconsin—-Madison. Each year, a committee of children’s literature experts
selects the winner from the books published in the preceding year. The winning
author receives a cash prize and a bronze medal designed by UW-Madison Art
professor Philip Hamilton and based on an original drawing by Harriect Barton
of HarperCollins. The award is formally presented in the fall, prior to the
annual Charlotte Zolotow Lecture on the UW-Madison campus.

Any picture book for young children (birth chrough age seven) that is first
published in the United States and is written by a U.S. citizen or resident is
eligible for consideration for the Charlotte Zolotow Award. The book may fall
into any genre of writing (fiction, nonfiction, poetry, or folklore) as long as it is
presented in a picture book form and aimed at an audience of young children.
The committee works with a shortlist of titles selected by the CCBC
professional staff. Committee members may suggest additional titles they think
should be included on the shortlist; however, all titles are subject to the
approval of the CCBC professional staff. Books written by Charlotte Zolotow
are not eligible for the award.

In addition to choosing the award-winning title, the committee may select
up to three Honor Books and up to ten titles to be included on a Highly
Commended list that will call attention to outstanding writing in picture
books.

The selection committee is comprised of five members, who are
appointed to a two-year term by the CCBC professional staff. These
appointments are based on knowledge of children’s books, demonstrated ability
to evaluate children’s books and discuss them critically, and/or direct experience
working professionally with children from birth through age seven.

Members of the second annual Charlotte Zolotow Award Committee
were: Joan Thron (assistant professor, Department of Curriculum &
Instruction, UW-Green Bay); Patricia Bakula (children’s librarian, retired,
Glendale, Wisconsin); Geri Ceci Cupery (librarian, Madison Public Library,
Madison, Wisconsin); Tana Elias (librarian, Madison Public Library, Madison,
Wisconsin); Ginny Moore Kruse (director, Cooperative Children’s Book
Center, UW-Madison,); and Kathleen T. Horning, ex officio (librarian,
Cooperative Children’s Book Center, UW—-Madison).
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Charlotte Zolotow Award, 2000
Winner: ?’Iolly Bang
(6]

r
When Sophie Gets Angry—
Really, Really Angry...

(Blue Sky/Scholastic, 1999)

Honor Books:
Cari Best for Three Cheers for Catherine the Great.
Ilustrated by Giselle Potter.
(Melanie Kroupa/DK Ink, 1999)

Jules Feiffer for Bark, George.
(Michael di Capua/HarperCollins, 1999)

Highly Commended:

Diakité, Baba Wagué. The Harseller and the Monkeys.
(Scholastic, 1999)

George, Kristine O’Connell. Little Dog Poems.
Ilustrated by June Otani.
(Clarion, 1999)

Graham, Joan Bransfield. Flicker Flash.
Tllustrated by Nancy Davis.
(Houghton Mifflin, 1999)

Howard, Elizabeth Fitzgerald. When Will Sarah Come?
Illustrated by Nina Crews.
(Greenwillow, 1999)

Schwartz, Amy. How to Catch an Elephant.
(DK Ink, 1999)

Thomas, Joyce Carol. You Are My Perfect Baby.
Hlustrated by Nneka Bennett.
(Harper Growing Tree/HarperCollins, 1999)

9
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Observations about Publishing in 1999

How Many Books Were Available
for Sale During 1999?

The most recent edition of Childrens Books in Print (R.R. Bowker, 1999) states
that there are 150,500 books from 8,600 U.S. publishers currently available for
purchase in the United States. This number represents an increase of 11,650
books from one year ago. The 1990-91 edition of Children’s Books in Print
(R.R. Bowker, 1990) cited a total of 66,268 books in print, which means there
are nearly twice as many books available now than a decade ago.

Clearly, there is an abundance of books written, edited, and published
especially for the children and young teenagers of this nation, as well as an
abundance of choices for individuals seeking out books for the young—
whether for personal or professional reasons.

How Many Books Were Published During 19992

During calendar year 1999, we estimate that at least 4,500 to 5,000 new trade
books for children and young adults were published in the United States. This
is a number similar to our estimates for each of the past five years.

Estimates of the number of new books vary according to who is counting
and which new books are included in the totals. CCBC estimates are typically
conservative. We do not include reprints, paperback editions of titles published
earlier, large-print books, book-club editions, novelty books, and other
categories often reflected in the numbers provided by the book industry—most
or all of which are included in the 150,500 books currently available for
purchase. In addition, the CCBC number represents the work of 75 to 100
trade-book and alternative-press publishers—nowhere near the 8,600
publishers represented in the Children’s Books in Print statistic. As a result, our
estimate of the number of new books has remained steady in recent years.

Collections of children’s and young adult literature at the CCBC generally
do not include books published for adults, even though some books published
for adults do appeal to (and occasionally are claimed by) teenagers.

How Many Books Are in CCBC Choices 20007

There are 223 books listed in CCBC Choices 2000. Of these, 44 represent the
first published works of 29 authors and 17 illustrators; 21 were originally
published outside the United States (eight of these are translations); 8 were
published by five small, independently owned and opcrated publishers. To our
knowledge, 115 of the books we recommend in CCBC Choices 2000 have not
appeared on any of the other nationally distributed lists of the year’s best books
as of January 25, 1999.

Most of the books in CCBC Choices 2000 are published for an audience
ranging in age from infancy to 14 ycars—the upper age in the definition of
“children” used by the book awards committees of the Association for Library
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Service to Children of the American Library Association (ALA). A few of the
books in this edition of CCBC Choices are recommended for older ages as well.
As we comment on some of the books published in 1999 on the
following few pages, please note that not every book we discuss has been
selected as a CCBC Choice. Books that are not recommended CCBC Choices are
designated by the inclusion of publisher information after cheir titles.

Searching for Multicultural Literature

Currently there is no agreement in the children’s literature community on a
single definition for the word “multicultural.” Nor is a single definition
necessary. At the CCBC, we designate books by and about people of color as
mulcicultural liceracure.

Multicultural literature continued to be highly visible in 1999 in terms of
overall numbers. For the eighth consecutive year, many children’s book
publishers released new books by and about people of color. One publisher has
started an imprint devoted to this type of publishing. However, the special
flyers, catalogs, and mailings so common earlier in the decade have almost
vanished, and it is important to realize that thesc numbers stll represent only a
very small percentage of the total number of new books published for children
and young adulss each year. Still, we are hopeful that publishers recognize that
the continued creation of high-quality multicultural literature is important for
all children, and that the Coretta Scott King, Américas, and Pura Belpré
awards (and their honor books and commended lists) are formal
acknowledgments of excellence in multicultural publishing that certainly
matter to teachers, librarians, and parents.

Most of the literature journals, book review magazines, and other
professional publications concerning education, librarianship, books for
children and young adults, and/or reading featured reviews, interviews,
bibliographies, and articles about multicultural literature—continuing a trend
of the 1990s. We continue to worry, however, that the collective interest of
American teachers, librarians, parents, publishers, and booksellers who are
outsiders to specific cultural and ethnic groups is moving away from
multicultural literature, Tt is critical that multiculrural literature be viewed as a
substantial component of children’s book publishing, rather than as a passing
fad or as a so-called “politically correct” phenomenon. Only then will its past
be honored and its future as an integral part of children’s and young adult
literature be guaranteed.

1f individuals and groups within the children's and young adult literature
community begin to operate under the premise thar they have all the
multicultural books they need, the publishing of excellent new books will
dwindle, new writers and artists will not be nurtured, and the perspectives on
fnulticultural experience in our country will be lost. The continued—and
Increased-—publication of a wide range of voices from a wide range of culwural
perspectives will help ensure that all children and young teenagers will find
validation in what they read, as well as a stronger understanding of whar it
means to be citizens of their communities, their nation, and the world.
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Books by and about Africans
and African Americans

The number of books created by Black authors and illustrators dropped slightly
in 1999. (The CCBC’s designation “Black” includes book creators from the
Caribbean, England, and other countries if their works are produced by U.S.
publishers. Some books with topics related to Caribbean countries are also
designated as Latino.)

CCBC statistics also include books by Black book creators regardless of
whether the book contains cultural substance. Of the roughly 4,500 to 5,000
books for young people published in the United States in 1999, the CCBC
documented 81 that were created by Black authors and/or illustrators. (The
CCBC documented 92 in this category in 1998, 88 in 1997, 92 in 1996, 100
in 1995, 82 in 1994, 74 in 1993, 94 in 1992, and 70 in 1991.) The 81 titles
represent the published work of 75 individual authors and illustrators.

Approximately 150 books specifically about African and/or African
American history, culture, and/or peoples were documented at the CCBC
during 1999, compared to 183 in 1998, 216 in 1997, 172 in 1996, 167 in
1995, and 166 in 1994,

History was made in 1999 when Christopher Paul Curtis won both the
Coretta Scott King Award and the Newbery Medal for his novel, Bud, Not
Buddy, making him the first author to win both awards for the same book. It is
important to note that Bud, Not Buddy is the first book by an African American
writer to have won the Newbery since Mildred Taylor won it in 1977 for Roll of
Thunder, Hear My Cry (Dial, 1976). Also this year, Walter Dean Myers won the
first Michael L. Printz Award for outstanding writing for young adults with his
novel, Monster, which was shortlisted for the National Book Award as well.

Two important collections of poetry by African American poets from
earlier generations were published in 1999. Andrea Davis Pinkney and Ashley
Bryan selected some of Paul Laurence Dunbar’s best-known poems for children
in their dazzling collection, Jump Back, Honey, which is illustrated by six well-
known contemporary African American artists. Rudine Sims Bishop’s collection
of poems by Effie Lee Newsome brings a lesser-known poet to the forefront in
Wonders: The Best Children's Poems of Effie Lee Newsome. The editors of both
volumes have provided excellent introductions, which focus on the importance
of these writers in the lives of past generations of African American children. In
contrast to these two collections, Lydia Omolola Okutoro has pulled together a
cutting-edge anthology of poems by African American poets between the ages
of 13 and 14 in Quier Storm: Vaices of Young Black Poets. Okutoro pays tribute
to previous generations by opening each section of her collection with poems

by the likes of Langston Hughes, Lucille Clifton, and Maya Angelou.

Books by and about Latinos

At the CCBC, we try to keep track of all that is published for young people
and to notice trends and changes. This project often proves a greater challenge
for us than one might expect. Typically, we have not been able to provide
reliable documentation about the number of books by other racial or ethnic
groups that compares to what we can provide on Black book creators.
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However, an increased number of books by Latinos and about Latino
themes and topics since 1993 encouraged us, beginning in 1994, to malke a
concerted effort to document the number of such titles. In 1999, we counted
64 new titles by Latinos and/or about Latino topics. In 1998, there were 66
titles; in 1997, there were 88; in 1996, there were 103; in 1995, there were 70;
and in 1994, we counted 90 Latino titles.

It is discouraging to sce this number decease for the third year in a row,
especially since there were only 26 titles in 1999 that were produced by Latino
authors and artists. Moreover, we would expect that the two awards established
in the 1990s to draw attention to outstanding Latino books for children and
young adults would be encouraging publishers to seek out works to add to this
important body of literature. The Américas Award, with its mission to provide
visibility for excellent books about Latin America and Latinos in the United
States, was established in 1993 and is administered through the University of
Wisconsin—Milwaukee’s Center for Latin America. The Pura Belpré Award was
established by REFORMA and the Association of Library Services for
Children, a division of the American Library Association, to formally
acknowledge outstanding writing for youth by a Latino writer. This biannual
award was first given out in 1996.

This year, for the first time since its inception in 1995, the CCBC was
unable to hold its annual Américas Award discussion, as we decided therc were
too few books eligible to make a discussion worthwhile. We would, however,
like to call attention to the few outstanding Latino books of the year. Victor
Montejo and Luis Garay collaborated on a children’s edition of Popul Vub,
making one of the oldest published books in the Americas accessible to
children for the first time. D. H. Figuercdo emerged as a talented new writer
for the young with the publication of his first picture book, When This World
Was New. And poet Juan Felipe Herrera demonstrated his consummate skill at
writing for teenagers in his outstanding novel in verse, CrashBoomLove.
Notably, two of these three books were published by small presses. And the
third was published by the same university press that first published The
Cireuit by Francisco Jiménez in 1997. Jiménez’s book was reissued in a new

edition from Houghton Mifflin in 1999.

Books by and about American Indians

The overall growth in the number and quality of new books about
contemporary Native people since 1992 is a welcome change. Unfortunately,
the numbers of books published each year has recently declined. In 1999, we
documented 41 books on American Indian themes and topics—down from the
54 we counted in 1998. In 1997, we counted 64 books. In 1996, there were 50
books. And in 1995, we found 83 that fell into this category.

The overall quality of the books continues to improve, however. Source
notes and specificity about a book’s content are always an aid to evaluating
bOO.ks of information; they are especially valuable in books by American
Indians and about American Indian themes. An increasing number of books
now designate the specific Indian nation that is the source of a topic or the
subject of a story. More books arc also recognizing the importance of
nomenclature and are using the names by which specific American Indian
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peoples refer to themselves. We are optimistic that such specificity will
continue to be seen in future books of fiction, information, and folklore
concerning American Indian topics, and we are hopeful that the number of
such books will again increase in future years.

Our records show that 14 specific Indian nations were represented among
the 41 books about American Indian themes and topics documented at the
CCBC during 1999. Twenty-four nations were noted in the 55 books
published in 1998, 37 nations in the 64 books published in 1997, 22 nations
in the 50 books documented in 1996, and 32 nations in the 83 books
published in 1995.

Of the books we documented in 1999, very few are written or illustrated
by Native authors and artists. Joseph Bruchac continues to add to his
impressive body of work in several genres. In 1999, his autobiography for
young readers, Seeing the Circle, shows that excellent writing is possible even
within the confines of formula nonfiction. World-renowned dancer Maria
Tallchief also published a memoir of her childhood and adolescence this year,
with the assistance of Rosemary Wells. Zallchief: Americas Prima Ballerina will
appeal to many aspiring young dancers; in addition, it breaks the stereotypes of
reservation life so often seen in the popular culture. Louise Erdrich’s first novel
for children, The Birchbark House, which takes place on Madcleine Island in
the mid-19th century and features an Ojibwe family, was shortlisted for the
National Book Award. 1t’s sure to become a standard amoung children in
Wisconsin, as well as throughout the nation. The Birchbark House is Erdrich’s
second published book for children. We hope to see many more from her in
the years to come.

Books by and about Asians and Asian Americans

Perhaps the most hopeful sign in multicultural literature in 1999 was in the
area of books by and about Asian Americans. This year, we counted 61
children’s books with Asian and Asian American themes. In 1998, there were
50 books; in 1997, there were 66; in 1996, there were 49; in 1995, there were
91; and in 1994, there were 65. While the numbers continue to spike up and
down, for the first time we are beginning to sec more of a balance between
books about contemporary Asian American children and the more typical
topics of children’s books about Asians: war and folklore.

Both Little Dog Poems by Kristine O’ Connell George and Hey, Little Baby
by Nola Buck feature Asian American children in universal stories that will
appeal to young readers. This is such a rare occurrence that it cannot be taken
for granted. Yumi Heo created a companion book to One Afternoon (Orchard,
1994) with One Sunday Morning. In the latter, litle Minho takes a noisy city
excursion with his dad. We were very excited to see two new Asian American
writers publish their first picture books in 1999: Soyung Pak’s Dear Juno is an
excellent picture story about a Korean American boy growing up in a bicultural
family. Grace Lin’s 7he Ugly Vegetables is based on her own childhood

experiences as the only Chinese American child in her neighborhood.
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Books of International Interest

Forty-six books first published in the United States in English after being
transtated from other languages were documented at the CCBC during 1999.
Of these translated books, only six were of a length substantial enough to make
them eligible for the Batchelder Award. Eight translated books were selected
for this edition of CCBC Choices. These range from a hard-hitting Dutch novel
about street kids in Brazil (Asphalt Angels) to an Italian picture-book biography
about the artist Giotto (A Boy Named Giotto), to an endearing Swedish picture
book about parent-child conflict (Bennys Had Enough!)

This edition of CCBC Choices contains 21 books published elsewhere in
English before being published in the United States or becoming available here
through distributors. We continue to appreciate the Canadian “In My
Neighborhood” series published by Kids Can Press. This year’s Police Officers
and Postal Workers are welcome additions to these engaging and informative
picture stories about community helpers. Pierre Yves Njeng's Vacation in the
Village, originally published in Cameroon, offers U.S. children a rare glimpse
into the lives of contemporary children of West Africa. Two books in CCBC
Choices 2000 were originally published in Ireland: 7he Good Liar by Gregory
Maguire and A Hive for the Honeybee by Soinbhe Lally. David Almond’s
excellent novel Skellig, first published in Great Britain, has been a critical success
on both sides of the Atlantic, even though it’s been overshadowed by the
runaway sticcess of another British author: J. K. Rowling, of Harry Poster fame.

Fiction: The Year of the Orphan

It would be impossible to write about children’s and young adult literature in
1999 without mentioning the Harry Potter books by J. K. Rowling. Rowling’s
second and third volumes were published this year: Harry Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets and Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. Along with
the first book in the series, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (Scholastic,
1998), all have maintained top positions on the New York Times Bestseller List
throughout the year. Remarkably, Sorcerers Stone has remained in the top five
bestselling books for more than a year.

The continuing saga of a relatively nerdy young orphan who discovers he
has special powers has captivated children and adults alike throughout the
world. Aside from Rowling’s outstanding plotting and characterization, the
author’s playful use of humor seems to feed a deep need in children and young
teens at the turn of the century. After a decade or more of fairly gloomy,
depressing (albeit well-written) books, children seem hungry for literature that
can make them laugh.

In addition to Harry Potter, in 1999 we saw two more engaging orphans
caught up in funny, over-the-top plots. Christopher Paul Curtiss Bud, Nor
Buddy is a Depression-era tale of a likeable, witty, ten-year-old orphan
searching for a facher he has never known. Meanwhile, back in Manhattan, in
Gail Carson Levine's Dave ar Night, 11-year-old Dave manages to survive at
the Hebrew Home for Boys by figuring ways to sneak out at night. Like the
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Harry Dotter novels, both of the¢e orphan stories are, above all, funny—
although beneath the surface one may also find psychological depth.

CCBC Choices 2000 also includes two realistic novels with orphaned
protagonists. Theo, an exceptional first novel by Barbara Harrison, is set in
Greece during World War II. Asphalt Angels is set in contemporary Brazil and
written from the point of view of a 13-year-old street kid named Alex. The lives
of both Theo and Alex are far from romantic and funny. Survival is a moment-
by-moment struggle for both in 2 world where violence is a constant threat.

Authors of young adult fiction continue to experiment with style and
form, something that becomes evident when one merely looks inside such
stand-outs as Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson, Hard Love by Ellen Wittlinger,
and Monster by Walter Dean Myers. In the latter two, design and typography
figure into the storytelling by giving readers clues about who is talking to
whom and when. Speaf is told in a series of first-person sound bites from the
point of view of a high school freshman who becomes increasingly withdrawn
as the novel progresses. While none of the characters in these three books are
orphans in the literal sense, each has been orphaned in a metaphorlcal sense
because the adult world has failed them.

We applaud authors such as Myers, Anderson, and Wittlinger for taking
risks with their approaches to fiction. We were also pleased to see established
authors for the young trying new kinds of writing. Lynne Rae Perkins, known
as an author and illustrator of picture books, branched into fiction with her
first novel, All Alone in the Universe. Susan Campbell Bartoletti, who has
written outstanding nonfiction related to child labor, tried her hand at a novel
this year. The result was No Man’s Land, a powerful historical fiction set during
the U.S. Civil War. One of the most exciting first novels of the year came from
Karen English, whose book Francie deals with an African American girl
growing up in Alabama in the 1930s. Another Depression-era novel, Goodbye,
Walter Malinski, introduces readers to an eloquent, understated story and to a
promising new writer, Helen Recorvits.

Picture Books: Playful and Inventive

It was an exceptional year for picture books, in terms of quality and variety. We
were happy to see publishers shifting their focus a bit back to books for young
children. While in the past several years we have appreciated the creation of
picture books for older children and young teens, it seemed that literature for
preschoolers was being forgotten. Now it seems to be back at full strength. We
especially admire the books being published for babies and toddlers by Harper
Growing Tree. With You Are My Perfect Baby, Joyce Carol Thomas provides an
excellent example of outstanding writing for babies. This board book is one of
the six highly commended for the Charlotte Zolotow Award for outstanding
writing in a picture book.

Other picture books for young children that zero right in on their
interests include Eyes, Nose, Fingers, Toes: A First Book All about You by Judy
Hindley, which speaks directly to toddlers about all the things they can do;
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Trucks, Trucks, Trucks by Peter Sis, This Train by Paul Collicut, and Trashy Town
by Andrea Zimmerman and David Clemesha, three books that take a creative
approach to the preschooler’s perennially favorite topic—transportation; and
When Sophie Gets Angry—Really, Really Angry...by Molly Bang, a remarkable
picture book that pulls drama out of everyday life and makes it meaningful to
young readers.

Of the picture books listed above, no two are visually alike. Just as young-
adulr authors are experimenting with form and style in their writing, so, too,
are picture book artists experimenting with different styles and media. Aki
Sogabe excels, for example, in her use of cut-paper technique in Aesop’s Fox,
while Simms Taback playfully uses die-cut pages to represent worn clothing in
Joseph Had a Little Qvercoat. The inventive use of photography was especially
notable in picture books of 1999—from the photographs of Nina Crews in
When Will Sarah Come? to Christopher Myers’s mixed-media assemblages in
Black Cat, Leslie Jean-Bart’s scratchboard and photo collages in Strong to the
Hoap, and Saxton Freymann’s and Joost Elffers’s hilarious photos of emoting
vegetables in How Are You Peeling? All of these artists are developing styles
made possible by technology at the end of the 20th century.

Several excellent picture books developed out of authors’ reminiscences of
childhood were published in 1999. These include Last Licks by Cari Best, a
thoroughly delightful tale. The author, who grew up in New York City, recalls
her childhood fascination with pink rubber balls called spaldeens. Tololwa M.
Mollel's My Rows and Piles of Coins, the story of a boy who saves up his money
to buy a bicycle, is based on a memory from the author’s youth in Tanzania in
the early 1960s. Although both of these appealing books are clearly rooted in
the past, they avoid nostalgia and demonstrate that children in all times and
places have common characteristics.

Children with bicultural lives continue to be a theme in the books of
1999. Eve Bunting’s / Have an Olive Tree features a young Greek American girl
who learns about her heritage on a trip to her mother’s istand birthplace; Dear
Juno by Soyung Pak shows the relationship a Korean American boy shares with
his grandmother, even though the two don'’t speak the same language; and
D. H. Figueredo’s When This World Was New tells of an immigrant child’s firsc
experience with snow after he and his family move from an island in the
Caribbean to the United States.

We saw several playful fantasies in the picture books of 1999, including
How to Catch an Elephant by Amy Schwartz, an amusing story that uses
hyperbole and childlike plot twists to get young imaginations rolling;
Weslandia by Paul Fleischman, based on every child’s dream of becoming
completely independent and self-sufficient without leaving the backyard; and
DaYid Wiesner’s amusing, wordless picture story, Seczor 7, which takes a young
aspiring artist from the top of the Empire Statc Building to a realm where
clouds are shaped and launched into the sky.
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Books of Information:
They Just Keep Getting Better

Over the past decade, we have seen a steady increase in both the quantity and
quality of nonfiction for children and teens. The books of information this
year were, for the most part, creatively designed, carefully edited, and skillfully
written.

Nonfiction for all ages continues to be highly visual. The use of color
photographs has become commonplace. Still, we can’t help but be impressed by
the clarity and the beauty of Nic Bishop’s photographs in both Red-Eyed Tree
Frog and The Snake Scientist. Photo essays about contemporary children
continue to be produced in great quantity. This year, we especially appreciated
Jim Varriale’s book about Ballet Tech High School in New York City, as
described and photographed in Kids Dance, and Bernard Wolf’s timely photo
essay about life in contemporary Havana, Cuba: After the Revolution.

Historic photographs illustrate several outstanding works about the past,
including the excellent Through My Eyes by Ruby Bridges, the six-year-old who
was the first student to cross the color line when the New Otleans public
schools were integrated in 1960. Haunting photographs taken in 1914 by the
ship’s staff photographer illustrate the compelling account of Shackleton’s failed
voyage to Antarctica in Jce Story by Elizabeth Cody Kimmel. Kimmel is one of
several writers to do extensive primary research for her book for young readers.

We were pleased to see the care and attention being given to original
source material in such outstanding books as The Perilous Journey of the Donner
Party by Marian Calabro, Kids on Strike! by Susan Campbell Bartoletti, and The
Wild Colorado by Richard Maurer. Each of these authors used first-person
accounts from letters, diaries, and interviews, in addition to news accounts of
the time. The same level of attention and care was given to biographies for the
young, including A¢ Her Majestys Request by Walter Dean Myers, Clara
Schumann by Susanna Reich, and Babe Didrikson Zaharias by Russell
Freedman, who has set the standard for biographies written for children and
teens in recent years.

As with creators of fiction and picture books, creators of nonfiction are
also taking innovative approaches to book design. Perhaps the best reflection of
this among the books published in 1999 is Aliki’s William Shakespeare and the
Globe. In this book, the artist skillfully integrates comic-strip conventions into
an informative book that is divided into acts and scenes, rather like a mini-
drama of Shakespeare’s life. Another playful visual approach to presenting
information to children appears in It5 So Amazing!, Robie Harris and Michael
Emberly’s follow-up to [¢5 Perfectly Normal (Candlewick, 1994). The new book
has been created in a similar style, using a conversational tone and light-
hearted, yet realistic illustrations to make children feel comfortable with the
subject matter.

Interracial families and relationships, a topic rarely seen in books for
children and teens, appeared in no less than four books in 1999. Forbidden
Love: The Secret History of Mixed-Race America by Gary Nash provides a
comprehensive history for older teens, while Whar Are You? Voices of Mixed-Race
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Young People by Pearl Fyo Gaskins presents the views of contemporary teens.
We commend Henry Hole for publishing both books in the same publishing
year, without false worries of “glutting the market.” Trina Schart Hyman
matter-of-factly illustrates a new edition of John Updike’s A Child’s Calendar
with members of her own mixed-race, multigenerational family as characters.
Molly Bannaky by Alice McGill recounts the story of a British prisoner and an
African captive who married after obtaining freedom in the American colonies,
raised a family, and prospered (they were the grandparents of astronomer
Benjamin Banneker).

Another topic we saw presented in several different ways in books of
information this year was how books are written, illustrated, and produced. We
see, for example, the importance of journal-keeping for many writers in
Speaking of Journals by Wisconsin writer Paula W. Graham. Graham
interviewed more than two-dozen children’s authors. Pat Cummings issued a
third volume of her ever-popular Talking with Artists, based on interviews with
children’s book illustrators. As a companion to What Do Authors Do? (Clarion,
1995), Eileen Christelow turns her attention to picture book artists in What
Do Hllustrators Do? We find out about the specific events thar inspired Beatrix
Potter’s beloved class